HIP HOP MURDERS: WHY HAVEN'T WE LEARNED ANYTHING? 
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Hi-Impact, Knockout Blonde 
In One Step...lmagineThat. 
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HIGH RESOLUTION BLONDE COLOR 

Breakthrough Technology for High-Impact 
blonde permanent color in just one application 

Long-lasting, pure color without brassiness 

Maximum conditioning formula 

Especially formulated for dark hair 







wynton marsalis, composer-performer, virtuoso. 

valor . virtually scratch-proof, tungsten carbide. 

black dial, swiss made, w/ater resistant. 

movado is proud of its longtime association with the arts. 
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S9//i> -ustice 

Three hip hop legends slain, no cases solved. How long can this go on? 

90 //Haunted 

With more albums released posthumously than when he was alive, 
TUPAC SHAKUR continues to fascinate music fans. But eight years after 
the rapper's fatal shooting in Las Vegas, the details of the crime are as 
murky as they've ever been, by davio wielenga 



94 // Dead wrong 

Despite a spate of leads and stories of LAPD corruption and gang affilia- 
tion. THE NOTORIOUS B.I.G. murder case remains open. But according to 
those close to the investigation, it should have been solved a long time 
ago. BY CHEO hodari coker 

102 // Mourning Son 

As the search for who Itilled MM MASTER JAY stalls out, the DJ's mother, 
Connie Mizell-Perry, still celebrates his life. Here, she talks about the man 
behind the wheels of steel, by keith murphy 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 10) 
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FEATURES 
104 // Parental Advisory 

R&B songstress TWEET has had her fair share of struggles, 
yet one thing she's managed to handle is her close 
relationship with her daughter. Bv billy johnson jr. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY KAREEM BUCK 

108 // VGallery; No Ordinary Love 

It takes a great woman to make a great man-like P. DIDDY, 
JA RULE, BIG BOI, or CEE-LO. See for yourself. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DANA LIXENBERG 



Kim Porter 

("No Ordinary Love." 
pnge 108) 
photographed 
exclusively for VIBE by 
DANA LIXENBERG. 




117// 



We know you're jonesing for one of these flossy careers. 

118 // The Connector 

It's not who STEVE STOUTE knows. It's who he hooks up. 

BY HYUN KIM. PHOTOGRAPH BY JESSICA WYNNE 

120 // Dream Gigs 

These six individuals reveal how they carved out their 
fabulous positions, from model agency owner to beat 
broker, by justin monroe 
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124 // Crew Love | 

Roll with the clique. NELLV'S entourage explains how ! 
they take care of a superstar, by toshitaka kondo 
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126 // Moroccan Oasis 

In the shimmering desert heat, a splash of urban sophistication. 
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136//VStyle 

AZZURE continues to astound the club set, while BURBERRY 
means business, by diana oberlander 
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We move out of the black at the 
speed of light, traveling through 
black pupils, influencing how we 
concept it, script it, shoot it, edit it 
and premiere it. Making it drama, 
action, fantasy and reality. Epic. 
Hero. Villain. Soulful. Avant-garde. 
A spark of innovation. The moving, 
thinking visioPa ii — m m&tf^. 
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CENTURY masters 



THE MILLENNIUM COLLECTION 




"Like a fool I went and stayed too long. 
Now I'm wondering if your love's still strong, 
Ooooti baby, here I am, signed, 
sealed, delivered, I'm yours" 

- "SIGNED, SEALED. DELIVERED, (I'M YOURS)" STEVIE WONDER 

This ANt> OTHER GREAT HITS AVAILABLE ON^OTH CENTUP.Y MASTERS MILLENNIUM COLLECTION, THE BEST OF STEVIE WONDER 



Over 350 CDs and DVDs of the artists and songs you know and love. 
At this price it's the perfect way to build your collection. 



www.ilovethatsong.com 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



Despite th/ chilliness in a lot of areas, the following releases wHI brlng"^' 
enough heat towarm up any environment. 

Recentff, I had lunch with R&B songstress Tweet. I am happy to report that 
she has kept the same sweet and kind spint she had when she put out Southern 
Hummingbird. The biggest difference on her sophomore set, It's Me Again, is the 
maturity of her voice and her overall confidence. Tweet's introspective reflection 
of relationship is challenging. "You" and "Where Do We Go From Here?" are just 
3 few of the many emotional yet appealing songs on this project. 

Since I've beer\ in a serious R&B groove lately, I'll continue in this mode vflth 
the review of Faith Evans' new album, The First l-ady. Faith is baring her soul 
as well as showing off her sense of humor on this latest venture. The lead single, 
"Again," addresses some of the recent publicity she's been receiving lately and 
how she takes it all in stride. The 'Jealous' track manages to put a fun twist on 
an ugly emotion. And the Neptunes' production fingerprints are all over the party 
anthem "Goin' Out." 

When a once underground artist bkws up, you'll have all kinds of labels dig- 
ging in their vaults for any prevk)us recordings. So it came as no surprise when 
the Game's IVesf Coast Resurrection: The Last Underground Mbum. on Get Low 
records crossed my desk. JT the Bigga Figga not only executive-produced this 
album he also makes numerous guest appearances throughout. It's easy to hear 
the Game's star potential on cuts like "Blacksox" and Troublesome." 

Face Off Pari II from Atlanta's Pastor Troy is available now at your local 
Sam Goody. Not only does Pastor Troy entertain you on tracks like "Equipped in 
This Game?" and "Get Dat Money Part II," he also manages to speak on his beef 
with Lil' Jon as well. I like the "screwed and chopped' flavor on the "Yeah!!!" cut 
I constantly had to check my CD player v^en I popped in Purple City's 
The Road to Riches: The Best of the Purple City Mixtapes. because on several 
tracks this Hariem clique definitely showed their affinity for the Southern-bounce 
vibe. This set touches on vanous styles from crunk to tropical reggae to gangsta. 
Mixtape collaborators include Cam'Ron. Juelz Santana. and Jim Jones. 

Celly Cel is one of those nationally recognized rappers that still manages to 
keep his local street credibility. This West Coast artist remains true to his begin- 
nings on his new LP, tt'z Real Out Here. This 17-song set is definitely represent- 
ing the West Coast with tracks like "WhafUGoneDo?" and "When I Ride" featuring 
Mac Dre. But I'm sure this set will appeal far beyond the Bay Area, especially with 
Cel spitting his hater repellent on joints like "Jealous" and "Who Iz That?" 

Even from the big house C-Murder continues to get his grind on with the 
release of his new CD, The Tmest ""I Ever Said. It sounds like C-Murder has 
been perfecting his craft during his 'vacation.' The first single, 'Y'all Heard of Me," 
is powered by a heavy bass line and prominently features fomier adversary B.G. 
Other featured artists on this project include Souija Slim (R.I.R), Fat Joe, Magic, 
and Fiend. 

I was skeptical about what type of album the Outlawz could deliver sans 
any Tupac material. Outlawz 4 Life quickly quelled any of my concerns. The Out- 
lawz deliver a solid album with several strong songs, like 'Real Talk' and 'Let It 
Bum." And the revert) effect on "Can't Turn Back" was ridiculous: It had my whole 
house shaking. 

The aptly named Black Dialogue from the Perceptlonists recently anived 
in Sam Goody stores. Group members Mr Lif. Akrobatik, and DJ Kakts One are 
on a whole different level than a lot of today's so-called lyncists. If you're a Mos 
Def, Roots, or just hip hop loyalists, this set shouW be in your collection. The po- 
litical expression is strong on 'Memorial Day.' And the group's disdain for mass- 
appeal hip hop is very apparent on "Franre Rupture." 

I told you I had some hot releases for you. Now get out there to your nearest 
Sam Goody and get all of the tunes that you know you'll need for the summer 
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We're asking you to give us your 
hottest RemyRed drink recipes for 

a chance to be featured in VIBE 
along with your RemyRed cocktail! 

WIM! 

• A feature profile on you in VIBE! 

• AVIPtrip to New York City 
foryour photo shoot! 

• Your photo and recipe on 
RemyRed posters and signs! 
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AKADEMIKS 

Men and women's apparel and 
denim. 

www.akademiks.com 

AZZUR^ DENIM 

Men and women's urban- 
couture line. 
www.azzuredenim.com 
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for more muzik exclusives. 
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Five fun-filled days of indepen- 
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built to last. 
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synonymous with clean, mod- 
ern design. For more informa- 
tion on Movado's Innovative 
designs and quality Swiss 
craftsmanship, log onto www. 
movado.com. 



NEW EDITION 20TH CENTURY 
MASTERS 

New in stores March 22, anoth- 
er classic release from the 20th 
Century Masters Millennium 
Collection. Ronnie, Bobby, 
Ricky, and Mike (and Johnny), 
bring you the hottest hits from 
New Edition. 
www.ilovethatsong.com 
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OAKLEY THUMP is the world's 
first integrated audio eyewear. 
Liberate yourself from dangling 
cords and wires, and experience 
real listening freedom. 
wvifw.oakley.com 
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Whiskey as you know it, is 
history. Tune in to Revolution 
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REMYRED® 
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at home or enjoying a night 
out with friends, make it a 
RemyRed night! RemyRed is a 
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and versatile liqueurs created 
to add passion and excitement 
to any occasion! From martinis 
to mojitos, make it a RSmyRed 
night! Available nationwide in 
three delicious flavors; Red 
Berry Infusion. Strawberry 
Kiwi Infusion, and Grape Berry 
Infusion. To enter the "Mix It 
Up" With REMYRED Bartender 
Contest visit, www.vibe.com. 
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SOFTSHEEN-CARSON™ 
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Products Division is a company 
wholly dedicated to the care of 
hair and skin for people of color. 
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SOUTH POLE USA 
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THE BEST OF 




Her First Career-Spanning Collection 
18 of Brandy's Biggest Hits, Including 

BABY 
THE BOY IS MINE 

(Duet With Monica) 

SITTIN' UP IN MY ROOM 
ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE 

pth Ray J) 



TLA/^nc Available Now! 

www.foreverbrandy.com 
www.onlyhitmusic.com 



uiBe 

PRESIDENT Kenard E. GIbbs 

ADVERTISING SALES 

PUBLISHER Carol Watson 

SPORTSWEAR DIRECTOR Beth GillleS 

DIRECTOR, ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORSHIP SALES JaiTial COleman 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, MUSIC ADVERTISING & MARKETING AM MUhammad 

SENIOR CORPORATE ACCOUNTS MANAGER Jeff Mazzacano 

SENIOR ACCOUNT MANAGER Pattla ROdtlgUej 

FASHION MANAGER Jodic Becker 
ACCOUNT MANAGER Laufa Lubfano 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT Kathleen Jaucian 
SALES ASSISTANT Will Perklns 



ADVERTISING SERVICES 

ADVERTISING BUSINESS DIRECTOR Mee JUPg Kim 

ADVERTISING SERVICES MANAGERS Jimmy Saal, Mafia Raha 

MARKETING « EVENTS 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER, MARKETING Kym BlaDChatd 

MARKETING DIRECTOR Ffed T. Jackson 
MARKETING COORDINATOR Shirley H. GarcIa 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF EVENTS & ARTIST RELATIONS KaHa Y. Radford 
ASSOCIATE MANAGER OF MARKETING AND EVENTS DamieR Lemon 
DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS TfaCeye Y. Smith 

MARKETING ASSISTANT Cha'von DeBerry 

SENIOR DESIGN MANAGER, CREATIVE SERVICES Raul Rlvefa 
CREATIVE SERVICES DESIGNER EflCSamS 



CIRCULATION 

CONSUMER MARKETING DIRECTOR Leslle Guamierl 

CIRCULATION OPERATIONS MANAGER Kay FIOGrSCh 
CIRCULATION MARKETING MANAGER Kerry PefklhS 

ADUINISTRATION/ACCOUNTING 

FINANCE MANAGER Thcodore Hatwood 
tuNioR FINANCE ANALYST Andre MulleH 

DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES SheZ L. JaCkSOH 

ADMINISTRATION MANAGER Michael Bryant 
RECEPTIONIST Christie Funes-Stroud 
CORPORATE CONTROLLER Haljna Feldsott 
ACCOUNTING MANAGER Oawn Labciola 
CREDIT AND COLLECTIONS Roger Mlllette 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE MANAGER Tyrone Comet 

PRODUCTION 

DIRECTOR OF MANUFACTURING VlhCe Bailey 
ADVERTISING PRODUCTION MANAGER MellSSa SCTagg 

EDITORIAL PRODUCTION MANAGER Tasha 0. Andcrsoh 



IT 

IT DIRECTOR Stuart Haas 

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR ChaunceyTtiom 

SENIOR HELPDESK TECHNICIAN JOSh GlaSSr 
JUNIOR HELPDESK TECHNICIAN Shana SlSk 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR Elaine Gacza 



NEW YORK ADVERTISING SALES 

215 Lexington Ave. 
New Vbrk, NY 10016 
212-448-7300; fax 212-448-7400 

MIDWEST ADVERTISING SALES 

Christopher Schuba & Company, LLC 
420 N. Wabash, Sle. 401 
Chicago. IL 60611 
312-604-0350 

Midviiest Advertising Representatives 
Enrico Mowatt. Christopher Schuba 
Advertising Assistant Tina Stasny 

DETROIT ADVERTISING SALES 

McNulty Media Group 
100 W. Big Beaver. Ste. 200 
Troy. Ml 48084 

248-680-6640; fax 248-680-6641 
Detroit Advertising Representative 
James McNulty 

Advertising Assistant Natalie Simon 



WEST COAST ADVERTISING SALES 

11100 Santa Monica Blvd.. 6th Fl. 
Los Angeles. CA 90025 
310-893-5323; fax 310-893-5458 
Pacific Northwest Sales Manager 
Marian Ensley 

Pacific Southwest Sales Manager 
Scean Eilis 

Advertising Assistant Erika Bryant 

EUROPEAN ADVERTISING SALES 

J.B. Media SrI. Piazza Sant'Erasmo I 
Milano 20121. Italy 

39-02-2901-3427; fax 39-02-2901-3491 
European Advertising Representative 
Jeffrey Byrnes 

Advertising Assistant Claudia Delia Torre 



VIBE/SPIN Ventures LLC 

vibe/spin VENTURES LLC CHAIRMAN Robert L. Miller 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER Paul MastFonardl 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT Michelle Tennant Tlmmons 

Miller Publishing Group 

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR Notb Garrett 
TECHNOLo&v/pRODucTioN DIRECTOR Andy Nelson 



tterial 




> WHAT'S GOOD 




THE SEARCH FOR MEANING: (Left) Tupac and Biggie at 
tlie Palladium in New York City, ca. 1993; (above) Jam 
Master Jay in 1987. 





LANDMARKS: (Above) 
Legendary art director 
George Lois, who 
designed the 1968 
Esquire cover (left) 
that inspired this 
month's cover, visits 
VIBE'S office. 



Surviving the Music 



How do you feel when you look at this 
month's cover? Does It make you sad, 
angry, or both? 
Y'all already know a picture Is worth a 
thousand words. Maybe you'll look at our cover 
and think about violence In hip hop. Maybe 
you'll think about the conspiracy theories that 
surround these artists' deaths. Perhaps you'll 
think about the police Investigations' lack of 
progress. Or maybe, you'll simply mourn the 
loss of these hip hop heroes. 

Given the escalating tensions In rap as of 
late, we're hoping that by revisiting these 
unsolved murders ("Dying for Justice," page 
89), we'll get the community to take a long, 
hard look at itself. True, battling on records 
can be exciting, but beef In the streets is some- 
thing else. Clearly, Tupac, Biggie, and Jam 
Master Jay died because of some bullshit. As 
we reminisce over them, their murderers may 
be roaming free. If you're a rapper suspected 
of committing a crime, it seems almost guaran- 
teed you're going to jail. But if you kill a rapper, 
well, it's obviously a different story. 

There's so much life has to offer, take 
advantage while you're here. For those inter- 
ested in a career in entertainment-outside of 



rapping-we bring you "Cool Jobs" (page 117). 
Learn the rules of motherhood ("Parental 
Advisory," page 104) as broken down by Tweet. 
Catch a rare glimpse of rap star soul mates for 
our VGallery, "No Ordinary Love," page 108. 
And journey to Africa ("Moroccan Oasis," page 
126) with supermodel AIek Wek. Remember, 
the world is yours. Be easy. 

MIMIVALDES 

Editor-in-Chief 

P.S. If you've got comments about this Issue 
or suggestions for stories you'd like to read, 
I wanna hear from you! Hit me back at 
mimi@vibe.com.' 

WHAT'S NEW AT VIBE 



Congratulations to Benjamin Meadows-lngram, 
who just got promoted to VISE'S Lifestyle Editor! 
Look for exciting changes in the Play section. 

It's a boy, again! Congrats to Executive Editor 
Shani Saxon-Parrlsh on the birth of her second 
son, Tahir. 

Check out VIBE VIXEN, our special issue for the 
ladles, on newsstands now! 

Want to join VISE'S College Advisory Board and get 
a start on your journalism career? Go to Wbe.com 
and download an application. 
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r WIN AT VIBE.COM 


INSTANT GRATIFICATION > 


HAPPY TOGETHER > J 


Need to print out those HHH 


On April 26, we're giving 1 


digital pics on the go? Check 


away" 15 sets of his 1 


online May 3 to find out ^_ 


and her fragrances- 1 


how to win" an HP — ^ — ^» 


Kenneth Cole Reaction ^ 


PhotoSmart 375 


and Miami Glow by V 


Compact Photo Printer ' i 


JLo (retail value 


(retail value S199.99). 

1 1 


$98.50 each set). j 

/ 



EXCLUSIVE! > 

The first person to name the 
DJ who recorded the now 
famous "SIggle/Tupac 
Live Freestyle" will win" a 
limited edition T-shirt with the 
April 2005 VIBE cover. Log on 
I April 19 for specifics. 
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Cci 




You can feel the difference. 14 dynamic, ammonia free 
permanent haircolor shades are enriched with Brazil Nut Oil. 
Plus our moisture rich conditioner protects and strengthens 
hair for brilliant color and long-lasting shine. 
Learn more: 1-800-877-9520 or www.clairol.com 

Registered Trademark of L'Oreal. 



Color that-s 

UNDENIABLY YOU 




TOMF 



PROMOTION 





WILL THIS BE YOUR CAR? 




FIND DUT WHO WILL WIN THE T.H.U.G. JAZZ/VIBE GAME CLUB 
"WHIP UP YDUR GAME" SWEEPSTAKES IN THE NEXT ISSUE DF VIBE 

* Go to gBiDBclub.vibe.cDni far the official swoBpstakes rules and regulations. 
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The House of Urban Grooves (T.H.U.G Jazz) is an innavative 
mix of Hip Hop. Jazz and R&B f]avor...lt's music to cruise to! 

In-StDres Now! www.THiJGjazzmusic.CDm 
CHECK CUT DUR NEWEST MEMBERS 




NAME:STAR_7g7B 
CITY:BAYONNE.NJ 

GAME: STREET FIGHTER 



NAME: EXTERMINATOR 
ClUf: ROCHESTER, NY 

GAME: METAL GEAR SDUD 



TALK SMACK. 
CHALLENGE 
THESE PLAYERS. 
WIN PRIZESI 



I NAME: DUB 
CITY: HARLEM. USA 

GAME: NBA LIVE SERIES 



C5f=iminc5 

VIBE Game Club - Where the player's play. 

I gameclub.vibe.cam 
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the guest list 



>DAVEWIELENGA 

This month: Revisits the conspiracy theories 

surrounding Tupac's still-unsolved murder 

("Haunted," page 90) 

Born in: Long Beach, Calif. 

Lives in: Mazatlan, Mexico 

Side hustle: I.os4nge/es Times. Rolling Stone, 

Hispanic Magazine 

Favorite 'Pac song: "So Many Tears," 
Me Againstthe World 





> GREG BROOU 

This month: Snaps our VBody ("Beauty in a 
Bottle." page 76) and Gear ("Bustin' Caps," page 
78) pages 

Born In: Huntington Beach. Calif. 
Hailsfrom:Virginia Beach, va. 
Side hustle: Harper's Bazaar, Teen Vogue, GQ 
Favorite food: Tostitos 

You wouldn't Icnow this about me, but..."rm 

a reformed eBay addict." 



> BIUY JOHNSON JR. 

This month: Gets Tweet to divulge seven 

golden rules of motherhood ("Parental 

Advisory," page 104) 

Age: 35 

Resides in: Canyon Country, Calif. 
Day Job: Music director for Yahoo! Music 
Inside scoop: "Tweet is like an open bool<. Ask 
her about anything, and she'll tell you what 
you want to know." 





> SACHA JENKINS 

This month: Discusses the accountability of 

hip hop in a material world ("Mo' Money, 

Same Problems," page 47) 

Age: "Not important." 

Hometovm: Philadelphia 

Lives In: Brooklyn 

Side hustle: Spin, Mass Appeal 

My favorite professor: "Large Professor" 

Political idoh "Bob Marley" 



> JAMES PORTO 

This month: Creates our cover illustration 
commemorating Biggie, Jam Master Jay, 
and Tupac 

Nationality: Saudi Arabian (born in Ohahran) 
Age: 44 

Lives in; New York City 

Side hustle: New York. Time, Wired 

Cartoon I wish I'd created: SpongeBob 

SquarePants 





in-house counsel 

Seeing that every word is spelled 
correctly, positioned perfectly, and 
followed by the right punctuation is not 
easy. But Copy Editor ABENA AGVEMAN- 
FISHER, 25. helps clean it all up. from 
Contents to Props. "I give praises to my 
Ugandan and Ghanaian ancestors daily," 
says tfie N.J. native. Which is why she'll 
alvi/ays know where she's headed. 
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CHECK OUT THE STAFF'S PLAYLIST 

< JUANES, "Volverte a Ver" 

(Surco): One more time 

LUDACRIS, "Number One Spot" 

(Def Jam South): Oh behave, baby 

DELERIUM, FEAT. SARAH 
MCLACHLAN, "Silence 2004" 

(Nettwerk): Say no more 

GREEN DAY, "Boulevard of Broken 

Dreams" (Reprise): A long walk 

MARIAN CAREY, "It's Like That" 

(Island): V^elcome back, girl 

N.W.A, Efilazaggitt (Ruthless): 
Masterpiece in misogyny 

< JENNIFER LOPEZ, "Get Right" 

(Epic): Hotter than ever 

AKON, FEAT. THE NOTORIOUS 
B.I.G. & 2PAC, "Ghetto" (SRC): 
The obligatory collabo 

CASSIDY, "I'm a Hustia" (J): Ask 
about me 

< GWEN STEFANI, "Hollaback Girl" 

(Interscope): Reppin' the West 

BERES HAMMOND, "Love Mood" 

(VP): Takes his time 

COLDPLAY, "Don't Panic" 

(Parlophone): Just hold on 

~ SANDER KLEINENBERG, 
"The Right Time" (Thrive): 
Favorite Dutch DJ 

THE GAME, The Documentary 

(Aftermath): Living to tell 

< CORMEGA, The Testament 

(Legal Hustle): Realness, part one 

USHER, "Seduction" (LaFace): 
Killing you softly 



50 CENT, FEAT. OLIVIA, "Candy 
Shop" (Shady): Hits the spot 



Select ring tones from this list, now 
available on niobile.vibe.com 




If * 

To order back issues of VIBE send issue date 
or cover description and $10 per copy (ctieck 
or money order made out to VIBE) to: VIBE. 
P.O. Box 59585 Boulder, CO 80322-9585 
Att: Back Issues. Or call 
Allow four to six weeks for delivery. 
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BffMM HOOKS, hot star of 
UPN's EVB and the hit movies: 
Soul Plane, Phat Beath and 
Chatroom brings you his newest, 
wildest comedy showcase yet! 



It's A Wild Ride When The Streets 
Meet The Slopes 



ovies Now At Your Local Stores! 
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I just received the new issue of 
VIBE and was disappointed to 
see Gwen Stefani on the cover. 
Also, Janet Jackson shouid've 
made the "25 Style Icons" hst. 
Janet looks absolutely fabulous 
in whatever she wears. Speaking 
ofjanet, when will she appear 
on the cover of VIBE again? 

Angle 
Via e-mail 

I just finished reading the 
piece on the 25 style icons. It 
was on point. You guys really 
nailed who influenced these 
people. One beef, though: I 
think Sean Combs was the 
one who actually developed 
the style "grown and sexy," not 
Jay-Z, whom you credit in the 
article. Jay-Z has definitely 
developed a style within hip 
hop, but "grown and sexy" is 
all P. Diddy. 

Laura Miller 
Via e-mail 

Stand Strong 

I would like to commend VIBE 

for the thought-provoking and 
eye-opening article on domes- 
tic violence ["Love Hurts," by 
Elizabeth Mendez Berry, March 
2005]. I am greatly concerned 
and saddened by the pervasive 
misogyny and blatant hatred of 
women that is in hip hop music. 
Black women shouldn't have to 



Miss You Much 

Your March 2005 issue was cool, but I got one complaint. You didn't feature 
Janet Jackson as one of your "25 Style Icons." Janet is sexy, has been around a 
long time, and has set trends for artists like Ashanti, Beyonce, and many 
others. Since the Super Bowl incident last year, I think Janet has been treated 
unfairly and deserves more respect. She also deserves to be on the cover 
of your magazine. Janet Damita Jo Jackson is and always will be the queen of 
pop soul. Janet, if you're reading this, you are number one in my book, and 
I love you. Tyree DeShawn White, Sacramento, Calif. 



be demeaned and degraded 
openly and enthusiastically on 
a daily basis by rappers. 

Porscha P. Roney 
Fort Worth, Texas 

I was truly disappointed by the 
article "Love Hurts." The author 
speaks about women of color 
suffering from domestic vio- 
lence, and the article asks, "How 
much is hip hop culture-often 
criticized as misogynistic-to 
blame?" Don't you think hip 
hop is getting the blame for 
enough stuff already? Domes- 
tic violence happens in all races. 

Rukyyah J. Karreem 
Glen Bumie, Md. 

I have been a subscriber to 
VIBE for years now, and for 
the first time, I was touched by 
a story. "Love Hurts" tackled 
an issue that few want to talk 
about. Domestic violence 
has been a part of society for 
ages and does not stop with 
color, race, class, or sexual 
orientation. My hope and wish 
is that we, as a community, open 
our eyes to the issues that affect 
each individual. 

Gina Patterson 
Boston, Mass. 

I would like to thank VIBE for 
the article on domestic vio- 
lence. I am a 24-year-old black 



man, and I feel for the way our 

black women are being treated 
by black men. It is time for black 
women to speak out and get 
help, and it is time for black men 
to stop. The silence has finally 
been broken. 

Christopher Dalton 
Atlanta, Ga. 



YOUR BEST SHOT 



I just wanted to commend your 
entire staff on being brave 
enough to publish Elizabeth 
Mendez Berry's piece, "Love 
Hurts." We need to hear these 
voices and show that we are not 
aft-aid to take it public. I'm sure 
that you'll get a flood of defen- 
sive responses ft-om people who 



ERROL WILLIAMS, CHATTANOOGA 




TENNESSEE SUPERSTAR: Errln shows he's ready to let It burn. 



Do you have what It takes to be a VIBE Free Agent? 
Send us your demo. Check out vibe.com for rules. 
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I was the teenager who worked two jobs to buy a car. 

I'm the college kid who bought new rims instead of a new computer. 



Eating, drinking, breathing cars. 
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THE ION RED LINE. \X irh a 2()5-hoiscp<)\vcr supercharged and interaxjied engine, oil-iet-cooied pistons, and sport 
seats from RECARO. Check the stats: zero-to-sixt>' in 6.2 seconds, 200 ft. lbs. of torque, and the cornering power 
to generate 0.85 lateral Gs. Starting at $21 ,450. As shown: $21,830! To build your own ION Red Line, visit satiim.com. 
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are not ready for this type of 
community healing, but do not 
be moved. In bringing these sto- 
ries to hght, you are doing the 
right thing to help make our cul- 
ture more aware of its dark side. 
Adrienne Maree Brown 
New York, N.Y. 

I don't understand how women 
can sit back and think that 
someone who hits them all the 
time truly loves them. Women 
should take a stand and not feel 
bad for taking action if their 
baby daddies/boyfriends get 
locked up. What is the point of 
pressing charges and then drop- 
ping them, if you really weren't 
going to do anything at all? 
Love is one thing, but getting hit 
isn't real love. 

Daniela Granado 
San Antonio, Texas 

Thank goodness! It's time some- 
one talked about how disre- 
spectful and demeaning black 
men and some black women 
have become. I've witnessed 
physical abuse several times, 
and it's absolutely unnecessary. 
But how can you help your 
friend out, when she doesn't 
want to help herself? We need 
to stop the violence and excuses. 
Black America needs to stand 
up and get right. We have been 



holding ourselves back for 
much too long. 

Teria Holmes 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

I read the article "Love Hurts" 
in the March issue, and while 
I'm not an African-American, 
I give you a thumbs up. It took 
a lot of courage for those ladies 
to tell their stories. But I think 
it took as much or more courage 
to print the article. I think we all 
know why. When a magazine 
like you sends the message that 
violence against women is 
wrong, it gets attention. Every 
time a woman is in a violent 
relationship, we are all harmed 
by it. It spreads like a virus to 
children, to schools, into the 
larger society, and then into 
prisons. Keep up the good work. 

/ Francis 
Chowchilla, Calif. 

OUR BAD 

The brown print bag on page 32 of the 
March 2005 issue is by Alexander 
McQueen. 

WRITE TO VIBE S SEND YOUR PHOTOS 

Please send letters to VIBE MAIL, 215 
Lexington Avenue, 6th Floor, New Vbrk, 
NY10016, or e-mail vibe@vibe.com. Send 
photos to VIBE, Your Best Shot (same 
address). Or e-mail digital images at 300 
dpi to vibe0vibe.com. Include your full 
name, address, and daytime phone 
number. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. All photos must Include 
pliotographer's name and contact 
infonnation. Photos become the 
property of VIBE and will not be returned. 



SPEAK UP 



SAY WORD 



Send us your best poetry or lyrics in 90 words or less on the next t6()lc 
of "competition" to sayword(^¥ibe.com, and you may see it here. 
Make sure you include your name, song or poem title, and a contact 
number. Check out this "bliss" poem by Sojo Martinez of Plantation. Fla. 

Bliss is Your first kiss- Summer '94 In front 
of your door. On your stoop, You both set 
aside the vanilla scoop. And lean In for sugary 
sweetness. That no Mister Softee could ever 
compare to. Bliss is Security of family and 
friends, And "I got your back till the 
end" Bloods thicker than water. The love of 
both mother and father. Bliss is The 
Matrix, The blue pill not red "I'll take the lies 
instead," Live and die with peace of 
mind. Ignorance is this- And this 
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' Tf; r Run-DMC, 
Tribe, and 
Public Enemy 
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> Last month we asked: Do 
you think rap music, as an 
artistic movement, has hit a 
standstill? Why or why not? 

And you said: 

Rap music these days has no 
substance. How many songs 
about rinfis. jewelry, drugs, 
alcohol, and women can there 
be? Rap was once a tool to 
keep our youth informed about 
important issues. Now, it just 
keeps them from paying 
attention to these same issues. 

Roy 

Alexandria. Va. 

It has not hit a standstill. Rap 
music is at its highest peak. 
Rap has become the way we 
dress, act, and look. Most 
people can't live without rap 
and base most of their life 
around it. 

Corey 
Detroit, Micti. 

Rap is at its best as far as 
being commercial and being 
a movement, but there are 
only a few rappers in the 
game who are talking about 
something. People are wasting 
money on rappers who put out 
albums without any meaning- 
ful content. 

Ricardo 
Miami. Fla. 
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Everyone is basically rapping 
about the same thing with 
similar beats and somewhat 
similar styles. Every rapper is 
walking around with a chip on 
their shoulder about another 
MC or trying to find an MC to 
beef with. Give me something 
different to listen to. 

Dani 
BaYboro. N.C. 

I wouldn't call it a standstill. 
We've reached a landing on a 
flight of stairs, and we are still 
climbing. We're at the point 
where we're finally accepted 
as mainstream. This is some- 
thing that pioneers could only 
hope for. 

Zion 

Cleveland. Ohio 

Each issue, VIBE throws out a 
question racking all of our 
brains. Log on to www.vibe.com, 
and click on "Speak Up." Say 
your bit. include your full name 
and city where you live, and you 
just may see your response 
published in the magazine. 

> This month's question: 
Do you think artists and 
producers like Jay-Z and 
Jermaine Dupri will be suc- 
cessful in their new executive 
positions at record labels? 
Why or why not? 



Illustration by CHARLENE POTTS 
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Listii up mti7.ik faiiz. Doritos and Vibe r 
hack to (rive u a headz-iip on the hottest 
muzic events hittiii(i the stores this month. 
Look out for these albums so n can buy ur 
copy aSap. and make sure ur at the Vibe 
Live inNw? concert cominp in >Iay. 

Check out inNw.com right now for more 
mu7.ik exchisives. Loi: on now to let ur voice 
b hrd! ( uz inNw? - if not Now, when? 
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UIB8 CALENDAR 



CHECK FOR THIS 



This is what's hot, so add them 
to your calendar of events. 
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BEANIE SIGEL 




MARIAH CAREY 




BOBBY VALENTINO 


4/26 
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TALIB KWELI 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 

HANOVER.NH 

NORTHERN IL UNIVERSITY 

DEKALB. IL 

OBERLINCOLLEOC 

OBERLIN.OH 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 

PROVIDENCE. RI 

UNLV 

LASVEOAS.NV 



NELLY, FAT JOE ATI. 

rOX THEATER 
ST, LOUIS, HO 
NORTHRUP AUDITORIUM 
MINNEAPOLIS.MN 
ARIE CROWN THEATRE 
CHICAGO. IL 
TSONGAS ARENA 
BOSTON (LOWELL). MA 
THE THEATRE AT 
MADISON SOUARE GARDEN 
NEW YORK. NY 
LIACOURAS CENTER 
PHILADELPHIA. PA 



Watch out lor Vibe Live — one o( the 
hottest concerts ol 05, Check out InNw. 
com right now for concert details and 
other entertainment industry exclusives! 



SPRING 2005 

Cmm SHAME BY SHARON BRAXTON 

Sharon Braxton will kick oil her Crying 
Sh,ime center stage book tour In spring 
2005, Coming to a city near you. 



AVAILABLE NOW 

KCI S JOJO: ALL MY LIF£ THEIR 

GREATEST HITS 

Features 18 ol their greatest hits, includ- 
ing highlights All My Life," "Tell Me It's 
Real." and many more 



FEBRUARY-MAY 2005 
STOMPING ON THE YARD 

Sponsored by the U S, Army. Ibis 
traveling slep-shov* tour and campus 
leslival will visit collogo campuses this 
spring in celebration ol leadership, 
scholarship, and showmanship. For tour 
dates and other information, visit wvnv. 
stompingontheyaid.com. 



APRIL 15-17 

ATLANTA HIP HOP FILM FEST 

A three-day film lestival celebrating hip 
hop and film Fore more inlormalion, 
contact Shameka Gumbs at 
678-471-4770 



APRIL 20-JUNE 15 
LINCOLN MARK LT 

Experience the all nesv Mark LT Live and 
In Person, Step into unexpected luxury 
only a Lincoln can deliver. Check out the 
new Mark LT in the lollowing cities: April 
20— Atlanta b) Compound. May 4— Los 
Angeles ¥• Natural History Museum: 
June 1— Washington DC «f Love: and 
June 15— Miami a Mansion. 



MAY-AUGUST 

SOFTSHEEN-CARSON ' MY STYLE MY 
WAY TOUR 

SotlSbeen-Carson " My Style My Way Toui 
takes its salon and style team on the road 
to consult with women nationwide on the 
latest hair trends style. For more informa- 
tion, visit wvAV.softsheen-carson.com. 



MAY 1-JULY 31 

■ MIX IT UP" WITH REMYRED 

BARTENDER CONTEST 

Show us how you mix it up with RE- 
MYRED and gel yourself featured in VIBE! 
We're asking you to give us your hottest 
REMYRED drink recipes lor a chance to be 
featured in VIBE magazine along with your 
ReniyRed cocktaiM For more information 
or to enter the contest, visit vibe.com. 



JUNE 10-12 

VIBE MUSIC FEST— ATLANTA 

June IS about to get hot' One weekend. All 
music. The VIBE Music Festival is a mul- 
tiday music, entertainment, and lifestyle 
festival to launch Black Music Month. Keep 
reading VIBE tor more details. 

JUNE 22-26 
URBANWORLDFILM 
FESTIVAL— NYC 

Five days ol non-stop entertainment, 
premiers, independent lllms. panels, 
parties. For more inforniation, visit 
www.urbanworld.org. 

JULY 13-17 

AMERICAN BLACK FILM FESTIVAL 
(ABFF)— MIAMI 

Register now at wvvw.ABFF.com for live 
days of lun and netvrarking. 

NOVEMBER 20 
OAKLEY THUMP 

OAKLEY THUMP is the world's first 
integrated audio eyewear. Liberate yourself 
from dangling cords and wires and 
experience real listening Ireedom. Patented 
optics and a breakthrough stale-of-the-arl 
audio engine will change the way you see 
and hear the world. 



The artist and concert lours listed are not endorsed 
by or alliliated with Frilo Lay North America. 

Concert and album release dates are subject to change. 
Log on to innw.com or vibe.com for more inlormalion. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF BLACK MUSIC MONTH, VIBE PRESENTS 



NEXT ARTIST SHOWCASES 

IN THE BIZ SEMINARS 

VSTYLE FASHION SHOWS 
ARTIST MEET & GREETS 






LIVE CONCERTS 

JUNE 10 - 12 GEORGIA DOME, ATLANTA, GA 

ALL THIS AND MUCH MORE...FOR TICKET AND TRAVEL INFORMATION VISIT WWW.VIBE.COM 
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Featuring the neuu single 
"I'm Ready" 





UBYIS OP 



AVAILABLE AT THESE AND OTHER EINE RETAILERS 



Thousands ol PossrtiJit>es iu 
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www.image-entertainment.com 
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Mo 

Money, 
I Same 
Problems 

Black culture's marketing 
clout continues to grow, but 
our communities still sliffer 
economically, sacha Jenkins 
considers what hip hop owes 
us-and what we owe it. 



I ma say it now, 
there's a lotta 
stinky rap drop- 
pin' these days. And 
maybe I'm saying this 
because I'm a grown- 
ass man who's CQjpe 
of age with a little 
help from a sage 
callecThiphop. I know 
that the Game is the 
hottest rapper right now, 
that the streets respert him 
because (continuedon next page) 

Illustration by KENT WILLIAMS 
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he's from Compton, because he's been shot. 
Okay, so the Game's raps aren't stinky-he's 
singin' modern-day blues, dammit! He's had 
hard times, and he done made it, so I can 
make it, too! Sure is inspiring. And even 
though I've heard his blues before, he has the 
right to sing 'em until his face turns white 
gold. Or platinum. Turns platinum so he can 
make green and make all his homeboys and 
foes green with envy. Hip hop was always 
about who was more fly, stylistically; now 
rappers are about who's more fly, materialis- 
tically. Hip hop hooray, my niggas! 

But you know who the f lyest cats on da 
block are? The peoples who have equity in 
these major corporations making bank off 
this music. Because at the end of the day, 
many of your favorite rappers are glorified 
employees of the month-major earners for 

Many rappers are 
glorified employees 
of the month. 

their corporate fathers. Congratulations to 
them. I ain't mad. Capitalism rules every- 
thing around us, and, shit, we all gotta 
eat, son. 

But capitalism is tricky. It would be nice 
If rappers were accountable; it would be nice 
If rappers traded in their pain for coins to 
rain on the 'hood the way poverty and 
miseducation reign there. We can say, 
"Rappers, give back," and I'ma say it now: 
Rappers, give back. (But don't feel obligated. 
I mean, you're only rappers. Plain rappers.) 
I'ma say it now: Consumers, make sure these 
corporations are putting their money where 
the sun don't shine-our communities. I'ma 
say it now: If you love hip hop and you're not 
happy with what the media world is diggin' 
on, go dig in the illest, vastest crate ever 
created: the Internet. There's more good 
stuff than corporate dung. 

One final word to all my black people 
making money as employees of the month 
in this rap game: Chill out. Enjoy your 
success. Leave the streets behind you 
because you're rich. The streets be two- 
faceded, if you didn't already know, and 
they're very likely to sweep you out to sea 
with the velocity of a tsunami. Remember 
and respect the spiritual consciousness that 
empowered you and delivered your monkey 
ass from all that evil-hip hop. 

48 VIBB 





1 Guardian Angel Bags 
(vllegervandam.com) 

These stylish bags- 
featuring false 3-D 
outlines of a gun, 
knife, or crucifix-will 
give muggers second 
thoughts. 
($228-$247) 

2 Fade to Black 
(homevldeo.paramount.com). 

Catch an encore of Jay-Z's farewell show 
on DVD before Hov becomes better 
known as President Carter. ($29.99) 

3 Converse One Chuck Taylor All 
Stars (converse.com). Flex your all- 
star style and customize your own classic 
kicks from Converse. 

4 Pimp Watches 
(plmp-watches.com). Put your pimp 
game on blast with these Japanese 
watches that 
tell time on a 
flashy, colorful 
LED display, 
(starting at 

$144) 

5 Bliss Softening Socks 
(blls5World.com). Get those ashy feet 
ready for summer. Twenty minutes in 
these moisture-gel padded socks and 
you'll feel like stuntin' in sandals. ($48) 
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DROPPIN' DIME 

Oldboy (tartanvldeo.com). 

Catch this critically acclaimed, ultravio- 
lent Korean thriller before the American 
remake hits. 

Meet the Neighbors 
(meetthenelghbors,org). when the 
block is hot, use this site to relay mes- 
sages to residents of your building or 
make contact with the boyz in the hood. 

Gemini CDT-05 Pro CD Turntable 

(gemlnldj.com). with the world's first 
fully functional CD/turntable hybrid, 
digital and analog DJs can finally agree 
on something. ($900-$l,000) 
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Bling Bling: Hip-Hop's Crown 
Jewels (wennerbooks.com). 

From dookie chains to pinky rings, VIBE 
alum Minya Oh traces the history of hip 
hop's jewels and the stars who rock 
them. ($27.50) 

Hanging Fish Pod 
(postmodernpet5.com). This hang- 
ing bowl will give your fish a bird's-eye 
view and your boring bare wall a life 
aquatic of its own. ($29) 



BIZ PICKS 



DJ CLUE'S 
Ways to Remix a 
Hustle Into a 9-to-5 

Use all possible 

connects. 

> Be a step ahead of 
the competition. 

> Impress the 
big dogs. 

> Hustlers stay 
open 
24/7. 
365. 

> Always 
have hot 
EXCLUSIVES 
to offer. 




r SLANGUISTICS ^ 



Onion: n. A shapely backside. 
Oakland's Keak Da Sneak Is mesmer- 
ized on San QuInn's "Pop Off": "I'm 
lookin' at booty / Onion ass on the 
strip." On his hit "Baby," Fabolous 
can barely control himself: "When I 
saw you, and I stood by / Just lookin' 
at your onion, girl, I could cry." 



Bobbito plays the tracks. Billy idol states the facts. 




William Broad was 
born and raised in 
the U.K., where a 
primary school teacher 
described him as "idle," but 
the music career he would 
later pursue was everything 
but that. Flipping it to Billy 
Idol, he punked up U.S. 
radio, murdered MTV in the 
'80s with hit videos, and 
became a pop icon with four 
plats to his credit. I used to 
rock out to his hits, as did 
Snoop Dogg, who gave Billy 
love by saying, "You're the 
Idol!" when he met him 
recently. After a short 
hiatus touring and record- 
ing, Idol is returning with a 
new LP, Devil's Playground. 



> TOOTS AND THE 

MAVTALS-"Broadwav 
Jungle" (1964) 

I love this song! I saw 
Toots and the Maytals with 
Desmond Dekker live in 
'72. It was at an embassy 
where they were having 
a Jamaican cultural week. 
It was magic. I love '70s 
dub reggae. 
B: King Tubby was 
bananas. 

i : Horace Andy, Tappa 
Zukie-l can't believe you 
can buy their CDs now. 
Back then, they'd have a 
dub plate, and you were 
lucky to even have a 
cassette. 



> MALCOLM MCLAREN- 

"Buffalo Gals" (1982) 

!: I was living in New York 
and going to the Roxy 
when all the breakers 
were starting there. I saw 
Malcolm and Johnny 
Rotten checking out Afrika 
Bambaataa and Flash. I 
remember "push it, push 
It" girls too... 
B: That's Salt-N-Pepa. 

Right. Back then, rap 
and rock were all together. 
By the late '80s, clubs 
became separated. 



> THE GAME, feat. SQP^ 
Cent-"Westside Story" 
(2004) 

I: Dr. Dre-whew! I think 
he's a genius. I like that 
synthesizer sound. I 
wouldn't mind getting this 
album. You played me 
quite a wide selection 
without objection! 
B: I dig that the Game 
mentions lyrical icon Kool 
G Rap in this song. It's nice 
to see the younger cats 
pay proper homage. You 
should look up G Rap's 
catalog. Illy. I think you 
would get a kick out of his 
song "Talk Like Sex"! 



>THEKINKS- 
"Do It Again" (1984) 

I: Maybe I can cover thisi 
Listen to the four on the 
floor. This came later for 
them, but they were still 
writing good stuff. I grew 
up watching them live on 
Top of the Pops and Ready 
Steady Co! on British TV. 
I also sawHendrix,the 
Beatles, and the Stones. 
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There's Rules to This 



After a disappointing first go-round, joe budden claims to have figured out the dos and don'ts of the music 
industry. Ever the gentleman and scholar, he's been kind enough to share his new strategy for success. 



>THE SINGLE LIFE 

Your first single, the club joint, gets you your 
first couple weeks of sales, but it's all about 
your second single, the girl song. It breathes 
life into your project over a longer period of 
time. 112 did a song on my first album called 
"Ma Ma Ma" that was supposed to be my sec- 
ond single. It was good timing-summer. It's a 
girl song, and you wanna be in the video doing 
all that mushy bullshit. But I was also on 112's 
second single, so Def Jam went with "Fire" 
instead. I just had the biggest club single of 
the year, so why am I coming right bacl< with 
another club single? It just didn't make sense. 
With my new album, The Growth. I'm going with 
the single I want to go with. If you go down, at 
least go down on your own decisions. 

> HIT THE ROAD 

If you've got a song that's being played, you've 
gotta get on the road in different markets-peo- 
ple wanna hear it from you. I didn't go on a 
promo tour. I didn't do any of the touring or 
radio stuff that you're normally supposed to do. 
"Pump It Up" was being played, and my pock- 
ets were crazy. I got all of this money, and I 
wasn't really thinking about what I was sup- 
posed to be doing. 

> AD NAUSEA 

Make your label advertise your album. I went to 
Def Jam like, what the fuck? Where's the ads? 

Where's the magazines? The commercials? I 
may not have been the smartest guy as far as 
the industry, but I knew that I was supposed to 
be seeing some ads and commercials. But you'll 
notice that you only saw the ads two weeks 
before the album came out. They were saying 
that the average fan has a two-week memory, 
and ads run anytime before, they're gonna for- 
get about it. But that's only the case at Def 
Jam-or the old Def Jam, not the Jay-Z Def Jam. 

> TODAY'S MATHEMATICS 

It's all about how much you spend versus how 
much you make. When people say, "Oh, he 
flopped," they don't really have any idea what 
they're talking about. If I spent $150,000 or 
$200,000, and sold 470,000 albums, it's a 
break at the end of the day. I'm going into my 
second album in the black. If I have a guest 
appearance on The Growth, it's not gonna be a 
single. The first time around, Busta Rhymes 
came through, and everyone was so hype. But 
when Busta's fee for the song and video came 
in-and I love Busta-we was like, "What the 
fuck! This is nuts!" Ultimately, it's what you're 
recouping not what you're selling. 
4s told to Brendan Frederick 
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Illustrations by CHUCK frazier/startoonz 




tain Dew Baja Blast, made exclusively forTaco Bell, to go with 
18 spicy, crunchy, melty, grilled and marinated food you crave. 

Go to Taco BelU to find out how you could win a million pesos. 
That's about <f 88,000, amigo. Pesos calculated as of 1/28/05. 



OUTSIDS 

TH8 BUN If^L? 

NECESSARY. MOUNTAIN DEW BAJABLAST'and Sweepstakes availableonly at partidpatingTacoBelltlocations.lntemet access required.Gameends 
p,m. (EDT),To enlef without purctiase or to obtain a copy of the Official Rules, send a SASE postmarked by June 1 5. 2005, to: MDBB Game Piece, RO. 
7, Young America. MN 55558-4747. Game subject to Official Rules found on wwwdewbajablast.com and posted in store. VT residents may omit return 
Voldwhere prohibited. MOUNTAIN DEW BAJA BLAST and A TROPICAL Llf^E STORM are trademarks of PepsiCo. Inc. 62005 TACO BELL CORP. 



Copyrlglited material 
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BETWEEN THE LINES 



DO the Math 

On "No More Fun and Games," the game fires through a list 
of dates, hours, and minutes chronicling his rise to the top. 
Does it all add up? See if you can match the lyric to the real- 
world events he's talking about. 



>GAME TIME 

L I've been rappin' 
for one year, one 
month. 17 days, 13 
hours, 28 ntinutes, 
then I met Ore 

2. Thirty minutes • 
after I bought the 
new Em 

3. That was Novem- • 
ber 18, 3:09 p.m. 

4. Around the same • 
time "Vifanlista" 
got its first spin 



5. Thatwas32weel(s • 
before they signed 
Ral<im 

6. Eight months, • 
13 days before I 
Icnew a Mil(e Lynn 

7. And three years • 
after Mason Betha 
turned his mil(e in 

S. I start writing 22 • 
months and 20 
weelis prior to 
LeBron shaldng 
Adidas for Nil(es 

9. I'm right here, Six • 
years after Randy 
Moss caught his 
first touchdown 

for the votings 

10. One day, seven • 
hours, 14 min- 
utes, 21 seconds 
before Sound- 
Scan got printed 

11. Two platinum • 
records 'fore I'm 
classified with 
Biggie 



12. 



And two seconds 
before this song 
finish, yeah 




>REAL TIME 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1998. Randy MOSS grabs 
two ID passes in his regular season debut. 
Minnesota routs Tampa Bay 31-7. 



APRIL 20, 1999. Mase announces 
he's retiring from rap to pursue a 
religious calling. 



LATE oaOBER 2000. Aftermath Entertain- 
ment signs Rakim to a recording con- 
tract, however, 32 weeks prior to 
that date, March 2000, Is unac- 
counted for on the timeline. 



ertain- 



MARCH 4, 2001. The Game starts writing. 

E. oaOBER 1,2001. 1:41 AJII. The Game 
Starts rapping. 



• F. UTE JULY 2002. 50 Cent's breakout hit Is 
heard on-air for the first time, courtesy of 
New York radio station Hot 97's Mister Cee. 



• G. NOVEMBER 18, 2002, 2:39 P.M. 

The Game purchases Mus;c From 
and Inspired by the Motion Picture 
8 Mile. 

• H. THIRTY MINUTES LATER The Game 

meets Dr. Dre. 




MAY 22, 2003. Highly touted is-year-old 
NBA prospect LeBron James turns 
down Reebok and Adidas to sign 
an estimated $90 million 
endorsement deal with Nike. 



t 



• J. JULY 31, 2003. The Game meets Mike Lynn, 

the Aftermath A&R who would work on The 
Documentary. 

• K. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2004, 11:45:39 

P.M. Following the Game's math, he's In 
the booth recording "No More Fun and 
Games." SoundScan is printed Wednesdays 
at 7 a.m. 

• L SEPTEMBER 6, 2004, 11:45:51 P.M. 

The "No More Fun and Games" session 
wraps according to the song. 



• M. UNFORESEEABLE FUTURE. Two 

platinum records later, the Game 
is classified as one of the greatest 
rappers of all time? PaulFarber 
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One Call Away 

What's in a name? VIBE dialed up a couple 
of regular folks who share government 
names with rappers to see if they're in 
tune with their famed pseudo-twins. 



n =11 :m -ox 'v -6 'i/a -a '-b -l '■( ■9 'o s 'i -p 'm -e '-a ? 'a n :a3)i 



CHRIS BRIDGES 


JiUIES SMITH 


TREVOR SMITH 


(LUDACRIS) 


(LLCOOLJ) 


(BUSTA RHYMES) 


VIBE: Are you a 


VIBE: Would you 


VIBE: Did you 


fan of The 


say that you 


ever fall down 


O'Reilly factor? 


can't live with- 


and bump your 


Chris: Yeah. I've 


out your radio? 


head as a child? 


viewed the show. 


James: No, I can 


Trevor: Oh yeah. 




live without my 




Would you like to 


radio. 


Are you gonna 


have a beer with 




switch it on 


Bill O'Reilly? 


How would you 


them? Like 


That would be 


feel if someone 


Flipmode? 


cool. That would 


called you the 


Yeah. 


be pretty inter- 


G.O.A.T.? 




esting. 


1 guess I'd be a 


Are you or your 




little perturbed. 


unit dangerous? 


Which would 




Yeah. 1 trip and 


you bring: the 


How do you want 


fall a lot. 


chicken or the 


to hit it? 




beer? 


Damned if I know. 


How much weed 


The chicken. He 


Big? 


have you been 


better have the 




smoking lately? 


beer when I'm 


Did your mama 


ProbablY...half 


there. 


ever tell you to 


a lid. 




knock someone 




What type of 


out? 


Do you want the 


puss makes your 


Oh, hell no. Do 


wild shit? 


Long John 


you have any idea 


No. 1 can't handle 


pause? 


how old 1 am? 


It. 


1 don't know how 






to answer that. 


No idea. 


Thanks. 




I'm 73. 1 just don't 


You got it, slappy. 




understand this. 


Alex Woodson 



BIZ PICKS 



FREE'S 

Top 5 Ways to Mind 

Your Business: 
Wear earplugs. 
Don't believe everything 
you hear or read. 
Worry about your 
OWN business. 
Don't start nothing, 
won't be nothing! 
GET A LIFE! 
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/ start the biz 



Off the Top 



BARBER Johnny Cake cuts so much, you'd think he was a DJ 

In the rap game, the right look is so important. A tight fade can be the 
difference between artists gettin' paid or having their album delayed. So 
finding a barber like Johnny "Cake" Castellanos, 27, can be essential. The 
self-taught New Yorker commands day rates up to $2,500— depending on 
whether it's a studio, office visit, or a photo shoot-and pulls in up to $120,000 
a year. Since a friend recommended him to Damon Dash in the late '90s, 
clients like Pharrell, Jay-Z, Kanye West, and Fabolous have called upon 
Castellanos's clippers. "I've only had two barbers in my life," says Jay-Z, 
"and I didn't knowjohnny when I was a kid, so that shows how I feel about 
him." When he's not being flown around the world, Castellanos can be 
found at The Shop, the hair-cutting salon he owns in Englewood, N.J. 




...shaping up local 
supreme clientele j 
like Joe Budden... | 




>MY RESPONSIBILITIES: 

At my shop, I have to get the four barbers who work for me motivated, 
make sure everyone's on time, and, if necessary, give them tips on 
cutting. If I get a phone call from my agent, Rob Carozza, regarding a 
celebrity client, I need to be ready to travel at the drop of a hat. 



> MY 9-TO-5: 

I get to my shop at 9 and look over my 
appointments, clean up, and open up. 
On days when I get a lot of calls, I could 
be running around from client to client. 
I may have to catch a flight to L.A. for 
one day with Pharrell. So the day can 
end whenever. 



> SKILLS NEEDED: 

You don't really need barber school. Find a friend willing to let you practice on him. See 
your fuck-ups and don't do it next time. It's all visual. The key skills are good eyes and being 

able to register what you see to your hand. And be 
flexible about artists' appointments-schedule 
enough time so you don't overlap with another 
client, 'cause you're not going to rush a celebrity. 
Also, keep the artist's business-like vacation 
plans or songs they're making-to yourself. What 
is said in the chair stays in the chair. 

> THE WORST PART OF MY JOB: 

It can be hard being away from my family to go do 
what I gotta do. Also, dealing with people's atti- 
tudes. Some of the people I've given cuts to just 
aren't that pleasant. So I try to have a personal relationship with my clients, not just give a cut 
and then be out. If I'm around people and I don't feel their vibe, I just won't cut for them. 



>WHY IT'S ALL WORTH IT: 

I really like to cut hair, and I'm getting good 
money. It's art to me, and I can be creative. 
I like the travel, too. I've been to Japan, 

Brazil, Germany, and England, all because 

of hair cutting. 





> MY ADVICE TO GET IN THE GAME: 

Be consistent. The effort and work you 
put in will get you noticed. But when 

you're put in front of the plate, you gotta step up. If you cut someone 
good, they may brag to the right people. Your clientele spreads by word 
of mouth and gets to people you never think you're going to meet in life. 
Also, have a good agent who can negotiate prices so you can just focus 
on the job at hand. Toshitaka Kondo 




...and holding it do 
at The Shop every < 
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/ start / domepiece / freestyle, no rehearsal 



Karma 



MARLEY MARL'S Juice Crew ran rap in the '80s, but nothing lasts forever. 



"When things go 
right, everyone 
takes the credit." 




One of hip hop's seminal DJs and beatmakers, Marion "Mariey Marl" 
Wiliiams learned his trade in N.Y.C. 's Queensbridge Houses and 
helped assemble the Juice Crew, rap's premier dynasty from 1986 to 
1990. Comprised of MC Shan, Kool G Rap, Big Daddy Kane, Biz Maride, 

Masta Ace, and Roxanne Shan- 
te, the collective made Cold 
Chillin' Records an iconic brand 
with classics like "The Bridge" 
and "The Symphony. " But as 
the money got big, so did the 
egos-and the crew collapsed. Mariey Marl rebounded, of course, 
producing LL CoolJ's Grammy-winning Mama Said Knock You Out; 
more recently, the 40-year-old superproducer has worked with Mobb 
Deep, Nas, and Omarion, among many others. 

The Juice Crew was a family unit. Everybody just wanted to 
perform and rhyme, that's why it worked early on. I decided to 
leave because I could make more money on my own. My last 
record I produced was Biz Markie's "Just a Friend," though they didn't 
give me any credit. I think the company owners tried to make it seem 
like I was making all the money. Cold Chillin' was only paying me 
$250,000 a year to produce everything, which was nothing compared 
to their maybe $5 or $10 million deal with Warner Bros. 

Also, the artists used to bring ideas for songs to me, the staff 
producer, and then think they made records when, really, I was still 
the one producing. One rapper, who I won't name, complained a lot. 
He thought that he was producing, but the funny shit about it was 
that after I left, he had to get an engineer who did everything for 
him anyway. After I left, nobody who ever "produced themselves" 
succeeded. How do you explain that? 

When things go right, everyone takes the credit, but when they go 
wrong, it's always someone else's fault. As told to Toshitaka Kendo 



The Dynasties 



Mariey Marl weighs in on those who followed in the Juice Crew's footsteps. 



Bad Boy: "Puffy 
knew how to make 
records and milked 
It all the way. When 
B.l.G. died, that was 
so detrimental to 
their balance. You 
can tell Biggie was 
very important to 
where that lat>el was 
going. Something 
was missing after 
Biggie wasn't there 
anymore." 



p. Diddy 



G Unit/Shady/ 
Aftermath/: "Ore's 
quality controls 
everything. He was 
clever-he took an 
East Coast cat and 
put 50 over West 
Coast beats and 
madenlggasinthe 
East Coast like West 
Coast beats. At this 
point, the only thing 
that could mess 
them up is them." 



Roc-A-Fella:"Just 
Blaze and kanye 
West created a good 
sound for them- 
selves that fit their 
lifestyle. Jay. he's 
phenomenal. Their 
downfall could be 
success, because 
they start seeing 
other ways to make 
more money and 
lose focus on their 
music." 



Ruff Ryders: "It was 
a family Once you 
break up the little 
unit. It's not the 
same. The stars left. 
The Lox started 
concentrating on 
D-Block. Eve's on 
Aftermath. Swizz 
decided to do his 
own thing. In this 
situation, it could 
have been the artists 
getting smart" 




BIZ PICKS 



JD'S 

Reasons to Resign 
You're not getting paid 
enough. 

You hate your boss. 
You find a 
better job. 
Mentally, you 
and the 
company 
aren't on the 
same page. 
You're doing 
something 
you never 
thought 
you would 
be doing- 
youjustdoit 
to pay your bills 
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swinging 
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Hit It! 



Looking for more exciting 
ways to get fit than 
running on a treadmill? 




Have fitness questions? 
Tennis has all the answers. 



Does the thought of hitting the gym drive you batty? 
A session of tennis iiurns more calories, strengthens all 
your muscles, relieves stress, and gives your mind a 
workout, too. Added bonus: you'll have fun doing it! 

Looking for a sport you can play way past your youth? 
You probably haven't seen too many 70-year-old foot- 
ball or basketball players lately. Invest in your fitness 
future with tennis. Learn it now and it will pay 
off for years to come. 

Tired of counting carbs? Work out on a tennis 
court three times a week and you'll never need to 
go on a fad diet again. 

Looking for ways to bring the family together? Pick 
up a few racquets and the whole crew can go out 
and play together. 

Looking to broaden your social network outside 
of your same old friends? join a tennis program at 
your neighborhood park or a club and you'll have 
a new group with whom you can hang out and 
compete with each week. 



More questions? 

Find the answers at 

tennisweicomecenter.com 





To learn to play fast, visit: 

tenniswelcomecenter.com 
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Work It 

Tennis gets you lean 
from head to toe. 



As you worry about how to get that beach body 
looking tight for the summer, think about this 

Tennis is one ot the very tew activities that gives every 
part ot'you a good workout. Basketball and soccer are 
good tor your legs and your aerobic health, while 
weight-lifting increases strength and gives delinition. 
Golf, well, al least it gets you outside. 

But tennis takes care ot it all. You need speed to 
tr.K k the ball clown, stamina Ic) play for two sets, 
core strength to gel power into your shots, and 
explosiveness in your upper body so you can swing 
hard. Oh, and you also need to use your brain to stay 
one step ahead of your opponent. And it even gives 
the ultimate high, boosting your mood through 
endorphins. Now that's a good look. Here are the 
specifics on what tennis can do for your bixly and mind. 



legs J 



The legs gel the test workout of all on a tennis ct)urt. 
Not only are they in continuous motion, they also 
must work explosively so you can pick up s()eed 
when necessary and change direction in a split- 
second. Every muscle, from the calves to the quads, 
gets in on the action. 



Tennis...the ultimate 
ind and bodv sport. 




The Cleveland Clinic 

Heart Center, ranked #1 in 

America* for heart care, calls tennis an 
ideal spoil for a healthy heart. 



* U.S. News & Wortd Report since 1995 



"Playing tennis on a regular 
l)asis is a good way to get your 
aerobic exercise. You'll exercise 
your muscles and hum calories. 
Tennis can even help lower your 
blood pressure. .All of thai helps 
reduce your risk of a heart 
attack or stroke. " 

— Gordon Blackburn, Ph.D.. Associate 

staff, Department of Cardiovascular Medicine; 
Prooram Director, Section of Preventive 
Cardiology and Rehabilitation at 
The Cleveland Clinic 



"Tennis is a lifetime 
sport. ..or one that you can 
play from pediatric age to 
geriatric age. It can he a 
family activity, combining 
fitness and fun. " 

— Ellen Rome, m.d.. mph. 
Section of Adolescent Medicine, 
The Children's Hospital al The 
Cleveland Clinic 





By the 

Numbers 



The need for speed 




Life is .1 game ,ind you can t stay on top it your mind 
isn't sharp. Battling it out on the court is tlie perfect 
way to increase your brain power. Every time you 
step up to seae will be a new experience, as you 
face new opponents and try to find the strategy that 
will put the ball where they're not. 



\ heart 



As an aerobic activity, tennis is underrated. You can 
run five miles in a match, and you'll keep your heart 
rate up for as long as you play, helping you burn 
calories. And it's a lot more fun, and engaging, than a 
jog around the block. 



arms 



CockI tennis players don't need bulging muscles (unless 
your name is Serena Williams, that is). Still, swinging a 
racquet lor an hour or two, three times a week will 
leave you stronger and vour upper bod\ looking cut. 



\ abs 



Tired of doing crunches to achieve that six pack? 
Well a flat belly is one of tennis' many perks. You've 
probably heard the trendy term "core strength" 
recently, but tennis players have known about it for 
years. That's because every shot they hit, from serves 
to slice backhands, is powered by the core — the abs 
and lower-back muscles. 



According to Consumer Reports '05- 
Fitness Issue, tennis is ranked the 
#5 sport for most calories burned 
per workout. 



The Clfa'eland Clinic Pn 
Foundation LJ 



Fastest pitch (baseball): 101 mph 

Fastest slap shot (hockey): 105 mph 

Fastest skateboard speed: 62 mph 

Fastest average speed 
in a Tour de France stage: 31.29 mph 



Counting calories 



I Tennis (singles): 493 
I Jogging: 432 
I Stair machine: 432 
I Lifting weights: 422 
I Hiking: 422 
' Riding stationary bike: 387 
Low-impact aerobics: 352 
Playing softball: 352 
Golf (walking course): 281 
Volleyball: 281 
Walking 3.5 mph: 288 
Yoga/pilates: 288 




To learn to play fast, visit: 

tenniswelcomecenter.com 
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Get It 

Started 



Read this first before 



Tennis isnt as easy as Andy Roddick or Serena Williams make 
seem on TV. But then again, you don't have to worry about that if you're 
just looking to pick up a racquet and play. You can even get your game on 
in your living room or office. 

Just check out tennisweicomecenter.com and type in your zip code. 
You'll find tennis facilities in your area that offer programs to get you 
playing — really playing, not just "playing around" — in a few weeks. 

Next up is your equipment. Tennis doesn't take much — a racquet, a 
can of balls, and a decent pair of kicks is all you need. And don't worry 
about buying a high-tech frame just yet. You can get one thafs already 
strung for less than $50 at your local sporting-good store. That should take 
care of all your needs. 



Next you should bring one of your friends to get in on the action with 
you. just like any other activity, you'll be more likely to stick with tennis if 
you have somebody with whom to share the experience. 



WM 





a sport that offers so many formats — singles, doubles, 
xed doubles, team tennis — it's usually more fun to play 
a group anyway. 



And no, you dont have to 

Join a dub or buy special 
clothes. In fact, most players 
happily spend their careers in 
public parks, paying nothing 
for the privilege of hitting a 
ball back and forth — and 
wearing whatever they please 
as they do it. 



To learn 

tenniswelcomecenter.com 




Fifteen-year-old 
Donald Young 

became the youngest 
player ever to actiieve the 
No. 1 world junior ranking 
(18-and-under) after winning 
the boys' singles title at the 2005 
Australian Open. His parents, both 
former college players, are his 
coaches and introduced him to the 
game at age 2. 



2005 marks the second year of the 
US Open Series, the six-week summer 
tennis season that links 11 hardcourt 
summer tournaments to the US Open. 

ESPN, CBS Sports, and NBC will hrodtlcist 
more than 100 hours ol live, rcgulcirly 
scheduled coverage — Including at least lour 
hours ol somilinal action every vveekcnfl 
and live linals every Sunday afternoon. 

The Series kicks off on luly 1 8, with the 
game's top men competing at the RCA 
Championships in Indianapolis, followed by 
the top women ballling it out at the Bank of 
the West Classic in Stanford, California. 
The top finishers in the US Open Series can 
double their prize money at the US Open — 
a chance to win a $1 million bonus! 

Follow the game's top stars all summer 
long. Don't miss the action! 

For more information and listings, 
visit USOpenSeries.com 




2005 US OPEN SERIES 



WEEKEND 
TVBROAOCAST 


S MEN'SEVENT 


DATES 


WOMEN'S EVENT 


WEEKEND 
rvMOMUST 


Jill NBC 


RCA Championships 
irtutarupoks 










Mercwtes-Beiu Cup 
Los Angeles 


Ml 31 


fiank ol ihe west Oasstc 
SUntorO 






Lsgg Mason Tennis Class< 
Washngton.DC 


«w>ti- 


Aoir^ CUSSIC 
Sarx Diego 






^^^•niu Mssteri Canada 
Montraal 




JPMofgan Chase Opan 
losAngoles 






UgntH 




tCBS<3>0inS 


Wtstam & Southern Finnncal 
Group Maslert 


AugK«l21 


Rogen Cup 

Toronto 






TO Watemous« Cup 

Loog l^ivl 


«<ifiiMa- 


Piiol Pen Tennis 
*Jew Haven 


SCBS^P0f?7S 








L 


tlllilltli 11 


"sopen) usaw*. 



10 cities. 42 days. 11 tournaments that really count. 
And then the US Open. 



/ 




What's the next best thing to having a take-no-prisoner ground stroke like Serena;' Finding 
yourself courtside at the US Open watching her live — rocket one of her beauties down the 
line. Here's your chance! Simply go to tenniswelcomecenter.com and enter to win a 
Grand Prize Trip for Two to the 201 d New York City! 



Grand Prize: 



fLabor Day Weekend 3-nighl trip to the US Open in NYC for you and a 
guest Sept. 2-5, 2005. Prize includes: US Open VIP tickets for two, round trip airfare on 
Continental Airlines, accommodations at the Grand Hyatt New York hotel, and an Olympus 
C-5500 SportZoom digital camera so you can capture all the action when you get back home. 

Two winners will receive an Olympus C-5500 SportZoom digital camera. 

Five winners will receive US Open jackets. 

Enter to win at tenniswelcomecenter.com/usopenprize 




US OPEN 




Continental 
Airlines ^ 



OLYMPUS 



No purchase necessary Open to residents of tfie U.S. , Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, wtio are at least 1 8 years ol age. Visit www.tenniswelcomecentercom/usopenprize for Official Rules and entry 
details. Grand Prize coreists of Sept. 2-5. 2005. trip, including tfiree nights' stay at the Grand Hyatt New York, two round-trip economy air tickets from the airport nearest the winner serviced by Continental 
Airiines to New York City, SaL and Sun. tickets to US Open, and an Olympus C-5500 SportZoom digital camera. ARV — $3,500. Additional pnzes: two Olympus C-5500 SportZoom digital cameras (ARV of 
each $399), and five US Open jackets lARV of each S40). Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. Sweepstakes begins IVIarch 15. 2005, and ends July 31 , 2005. Certain restrictions may apply 
Void where prohibited. All federal, state, and local laws and regulations apply Sponsor: United States Tennis Association. 70 West Red Oak Lane, White Plains, NY 10603, 

© 2005 by the United States Tennis Association Incorporated. All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior written permission 
of the United Slates Tennis Association Incorporated unless otheraiise directed by the USTA. 
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To learn to play fast, visit: 

tenniswelcomecenter.com 




ear it 



for their future 



It's amazing what girls can gain through tennis, from building 
self-esteem to developing a passion to succeed. These are some 
important steps to creating a promising future. That's why we 
proudly sponsor the US Open Women's Singles Championship 
and other tennis programs nationwide. It's our way of doing 
more for those who deserve more. 



US OPEN 



jpmorganchase.com i 



©2005 )PMorgan Chase & Co. All rights reserved. IPMorgan Chase Is a marketing name of JPMorgan Chase & Co. and its subsidiaries worldwide. 
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HERITAGE TELEVISION DISTRIBUTION 
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A Man for All Seasons 

50 CENT'S The Massacre was originally titled St. Valentine's Day Massacre and sclneduled to drop in February. But 50 
could've kept a holiday theme, and even included some goodies for the album's deluxe edition, if he'd chosen other 
special dates this year. Here's how it could've gone. 




RELEASE DATE: OCtOber 10 i 

> Columbus Day Invasion: The Genocide Begins 

MARKETING PITCH: When it comes to mass murder, nobody pioneers lil<e 50. i 
He killed the mixtape circuit, then pimped murder into successful record, ': 
clothing, and shoe deals. Now he's ready to finish off anyone left standing. : 
DELUXE EDITION: Those not infected in advance of the album's arrival will 
receive a camouflage G Unit blanket ripe with old-world viruses. 



RELEASE DATE: May 8 

» Mother's Day Matricide (I Feel Sorry for Your Mother) 

MARKETING PITCH: it's a family affair when 50 Cent returns to eliminate 

wankstas and the women who brought them into the world. 

DELUXE EDITION: Wrapped in black mourning trim, the album comes with 

a wreath and letter of condolence signed personally by 50 and 

addressed "To your moms." 





RELEASE DATE: November 24 

> Thanksgiving Day: The Second Helping 

MARKETING PITCH: 50 Cent is neither turkey nor chicken. While giving thanks 
for Ore, Em, and his goddamn self, he carves up birdbrains with a Ginsu. 
DELUXE EDITION: The album comes with a plate of freshly made sweet 
potatoes, stuffing, cranberry sauce, and an actual leg, thigh, or breast cut 
off a turkey-ass rapper. Availability of white and dark meat varies. 



RELEASE DATE: December 26 

> Hanukkah Horror: The Festival of Lighting You Up 

MARKETING PITCH: Like the Jewlsh Maccabees, 50 is back to reclaim what's 

rightfully his (the crown of New York), unlike the Maccabees, he's using 

gats rather than oil and menorahs to provide eight days of light. 

DELUXE EDITION: A G Unit-issued handgun comes with every CD. Electric bills 

will plummet as your home illuminates with gunfire. Justin Monroe 
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Illustrations by YOUNG-MIN YOON 
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From the files of Big Tobacco 
to your living room. 



FairEnough .com 
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Lick Shot! 



1. California Love: THE ALCHEMIST and DJ OUIK connect 
at the Game's album release party at Temple in N.Y.C. 
2. Girls, Girls, Girls (and a couple guys): (center) 
spreads his wings with (from left) ANDRE harrell. 

NAU "APIS HILTON, RICHIE AKIVA, and 

' at the 40/40 Club In Manhattan. 
3. Foot Soldier: Makeup artist Rudy Calvo teaches 
JILL SCOT i the meaning of "pampered star" on the 
N.Y.C. set of her video for "Cross My Mind." 

4. Ladies' Night: ' ISARAYE, KIMORA lee SIMMONS. 

and ^ turn it out at a Baby Phat Fashion Week 
after-party at Skylight in N.Y.C. 
5. Hate It or Love It: 50 cent surprises the crowd with 
a bulletproof guest appearance at a Lloyd Banks show 

In Allentown, Pa. 

6. Walt a Minute: RAY J nestles up to TYRA BANKS at 

Skylight in N.Y.C. 




7. A Lil Bit Country, a Lil Bit Derrty: TIM MCGRAW his 
brother MARK mcgraw. and nelly at an airport 
outside L.A. 

8. Who's the Boss? "^IIM THUG and girlfriend 
lucket i at the v Theater in Las Vegas for the MAGIC 
Marketplace. 

9. Pon de Teeth, Pon de Gums: ELEPHANT MAN and 
MISSY ELLIO I are all smiles at Tweet's listening party 
at the Hit Factory in N.Y.C. 

10. Get 'Em, Girl: and his mom represent 
the Dipset at his 29th birthday party at Rhone in 
Manhattan. 

11. CARMELO ANTHONY. LA LA, and LUDACRIS disturb 

the peace at the Palladium In Denver during the NBA 
All-star weekend. 

12. DJ CLUE gets some love from his daughter at the 
Child magazine fashion show at Bryant Park in N.Y.C. 



60 VIBB 



GREAT TASTE. 
LESS FILLING. 

HALF THE CARBS OF BUD LIGHT. 



BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER 
THE CARB CRAZE. 



Great Taste. Less Filling. 



Good call. 




"iie'5re*ngCc 



'rial 




ANNOUNCING 

> IrvGotti, aka Irving Lorenzo, 34, and his 
brother, Christopher, were indicted in a 
Brooklyn federal court on January 26 and 
charged with laundering more than $1 mil- 
lion in drug money through various ven- 
tures, including Gotti's record label. The inc. 
Convicted Queens drug kingpin Kenneth 
"Supreme" HcGriff, long associated with the 
label and already incarcerated on unrelated 
charges, was indicted for racketeering and 
homicide. The brothers pleaded not guilty 
and were released on $1 million bail. They 
fece up to 20 years in prison if convicted. 

> On January 26, Emmis Radio suspended 
members of the daily morning-show team 
(two of whom were later fired) of New York 
hip hop-station Hot 97's Miss Jones in the 
Momingfot airing the controversial "The 
Tsunami Song" several times earlier in the 
week. The song, which mocked the South 
Asian victims of the tsunami disaster using 
a racial epithet, prompted a public outcry 
and led McDonald's, Sprint, and other spon- 
sors to pull advertising spots. 

ACCUSED 

> Compton rapper the Game, nejayceon 
Taylor, was accused of assaulting radio per- 
sonality Zxulu in the lobby ofWKYS studios 
in Lanham, Md., on January 21. The 25-year- 
old MC and several associates reportedly 
attacked Zxulu after he apparendy made dis- 
paraging remarks about the Game's manag- 
er. At press time. Prince George's County 
Police were still investigating the incident. 



MOVING UP 

> On January 24, Jermaine Dupri was 

named president of Virgin Records' new 
Urban Music division. Dupri, 32, believed 
to have landed a $20 million deal, will pro- 
duce for a number of acts under the EMI 
umbrella. His Atlanta-based So So Def 
label will also move to Virgin. 

OBITUARY 

> Actor, writer, director, and civil rights 
activist Ossie Davis died at age 87 in Miami 
on February 4. Born in Cogdell, Ga., he 
started acting in 1939 and went on to star in 
numerous Hollywood and Broadway pro- 
ductions. Davis also spoke at the funerals 
of Martin L. Kingjr. and Malcolm X. He is 
survived by his wife, actress Ruby Dee, and 
three children. Reporting Iry Alex Woodson 



VIBE.COM EXCLUSIVES 



FIND IT fa) VfBf.COM: 

Beyonce mania: 
view uncut pictures of 
Destiny's Child at 
vibe.com's "Pepsi 
WGCI Big Jam 5" 
pholo gallery. 
Scarface says 
it's over: "I can 
never do another 
Gelo Boys album 
again," See the 
online exclusive. 
"The Geto Boys' 
Rocky Road to the 
Foundation." 




mVIBE text alerts deliver music news and must-know info 
straight to your cell every day. Sign up now on moblle.vibe.com. 



Devotees, confidants, enthusi- 
asts, and their have you 
ever been so surrounded with 
wrong that you lost sense of direc- 
tion? VC has just felt the same. And all 
we can say is: Don't let someone else's 
damage become your burden and 
you'll be oloy. VC feels that some- 
times, when faced with a damaged 
person, it's best not to engage, just sit 
back and watch the fireworks. Like 
Jadakiss did. We hear that in addition 
to feeling the wrath of Fiddy Scent 
just for spittin" 16 for Ja Rule, Jada 
was also antagonized by a Bad Boy 
relic at a New* York bowling alley Poor 
Jada showed for strikes-n-spares but 
was Instead threat- 
ened by a gun- 
toting former Bad 
Boy street-team 
miscreant. He 
wanted into Jada's 
pockets, but during 
their yammering 
his dentures fell out 
on the floor. Let's 
not ruin that one 
with any more 
words.... From one J 
to another: Jay-Z, 
the Def Jam exec, is 
making a real effort 
to do thejob jus- 
tice. Jigga suppos- 
edly hits the office at 8 a.m. and is 
reaching out to pep talk all his artists, 
from Ghostface to Shyne to DMX. As 
for X, Jay is heard to be coaxing this 
stray dog into the studio. VC suggests 
rabies shots and neutering as well.... 
Meanwhile, we also hear Jay's signee 
Foxy Brown had a rematch with 
Remy right outside of Def Jam's 
offices.... And our hearts feel for poor 
Mario. VC hears that the ursh-alike 
was forced to fire his longtime man- 
ager who refused to "enable" Mario's 
mom's harmful and illegal vices, 
which she says she's now free of. But 
remember, this is all very hush-hush 
and strictly on the Q.T. 




ANTHONY ANDERSON 




JAY MOHR, KELLITA SMITH, NICOLE PARKER, REGINA HALL, LORETTA DEVINE 
DONALD FAiSON, CHARLIE MURPHY, BROOKE D'ORSAY, LEILA ARCIERI 

www.l(inosransonimavjacom 
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d with his wheels of steel. " 
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Don't accuse him of coasting on his tame, idris "Big Driis" Elba (6'2", 190 pounds) is %&ious about his spin game^ 
"Often celebrity OJs aren't that good because they jast play records,", says the 32-year-old London native, who 
starred in HBO's The Wire and the recent film ...Sometimes in April. "Deejaying is so personal, (continued on next p«ge) 

photograph by JESSE CHEHAK _ _ 
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you always have to know what you're 
doing. That's why I stay spinning 
In clubs." 

Like most DJs, Elba got his start 
carrying record crates for others. "My 
uncle would get a lil' lazy spinning at 
parties," he recalls, "and he'd let me 
take over." He was only 15. Before 
long, Elba landed gigs on pirate radio 
stations in London and naturally 
moved Into local clubs. 

Nowadays, the New York resident 
(and single father of a 3-year-old 
daughter) regularly rocks the crowd 
at venues in Baltimore, London, and 
the Big Apple. As a member of the DJ 
clique the Party Patrol, he never 
banks on his Stringer Bell notoriety to 
nab gigs. "It's a fight for people to 
take me seriously, so I don't jump on 
every opportunity to DJ," says Big 
Driis, who plays everything from rock 
to house to reggae. He spun at Big 
Boi's birthday bash in Atlanta. "Peo- 
ple care that I'm an actor for about 
five minutes, then they want to know 
If I really have skills." 

Although Big Driis would eventually 
like to drop mixtapes with heavy- 
weights like 50 Cent-Patti LaBelle 
appeared on Elba's '02 compilation 
"Foot Fetish"-the love is in the craft, 
not in the fame. "In the DJ world, 
you've got to stay in the mix by being 
relentless and working hard," he says. 
"Just the word DJ really makes my 
heart skip a beat." Kenya N. Byrd 



TOP SPINS 

DJ Big Driis chooses his 
top three not-so-obvious 
party picl<s. 



Frankly, any Biggie 
production was made for 
club speakers. 



When Shabba talks, 
t people listen. His com- 
' ^ mand of vocals Is sick. It 
■ cuts through any record. 



The trumpet Intro is too bananas 
not to drop. People anywhere are 
going to feel it. 
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Sun City is packing some serious heat these days. 




Pokafase: 

Salute the 
veteran 
JX3: DJ by 
night, flashy 
rapper later 
in the night 
Kid Apollo 

(above): Rhyme animal 
The Survlvalists: Laid-back 
pack of MCs 



Fashen 

(left): King of 
styles 
M2: Battle 
spinner and 
radio jock 
Dark Vader: 
Dancehall expert 



The Nutz (below): 

Keep the mainstream beats 
crackin' throughout their 
afternoon feature. 3:30 Dirty, 
on the only hip hop station in 
town. Power 92.3 KKFR. Heavy- 
hitter Fashen's 
Saturday-night 
The Fashen Show 
rolls out every- 
thing, urban hits 
to reggaeton. 




Circles 

Discs and Tapes (below): 

This mom-and-pop stocl<s 
indie and commercial hits. 
Swell Records: Get your 
house 

fix here, u > . i**;:?; 

along S SiafP-' ""^ 
with hip 

hopand "'■( -rfm 

dance. — " '■ 8 



In Sun City, folks live in 
their white tees (and fitted 
caps). Hit up Livin-n-Hip Hop 
(below) and Clothing City 
Today's Fashions to stay fresh. 






^3K^ XPOft This 
^K'M independent 
^tlnd0' 'zine features 
the best in 
local and 
national music, 
sports, and fashion. 



The Styles Crew has 

been breaking and bombing for 
years in D-Back land. 

f^^^SW House:* 

tv 0" Saturday 

^^^J t^ ""^pj^ nigtits, ifit 

ain't hip hop. 
it ain't right. DJs Puppy Luv. Phlava. 
Ore, and Fashen keep it correct. 
Jackson's on 3rd (atiove): DJs 
M2. Big Latin, and Mikey Mike fill 
the Saturday-night fiesta with 
reggaeton boom bap. Also, catch 
comedian Pierre's Apollo-esque 
"Showcase Sundays." 
CBNC: Pop music reigns supreme as 
Top 40 station KISS 104.7 FM runs 
Swizz Beatz' Scottsdale romper 
room on Friday nights. 



Alice Cooper'stown Sports Bar and 
Brill: Located across the street from America 
West Arena, the eatery is populated with 
rocker waitresses and great grub. 
Honey Bear's Bar-B-Q (rigtit): For more heat 
for your buck, try their famous Cowbro beans. 
Pantera's Show club: Latina and ebony 
queens get down and dirty to the latest flip hop tunes. 




Beals: Indepen- 
dent producer 
and godfather of 
the local hip hop 
scene 

Squeek Boogie 
(right): Tracks original productions 
for Power and works with 22/20 
Productions making beats lor local 
artists. Reporting by Jestis Trivifio 
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r/7;ngs become charged when you roll through. 
Colgate MaxFresh with Mini Breath Strips 

gives you a surge of bold freshness every time 
you brush. With that kind ofmojo. you know 
you're ready to be the main attraction. 

Now available in new Cinnamint 



< When I'm at the 
beach I like to: 

•Go fishing 

•Have sex in the water 
("While people are 
watching you.") 
•Eat fish 




LADY SAW 



< Best beach 
drinks: 
•Sex on the 
Beach 
("Because 
everybody in 
Jamaica does 
it.") 

•Piiia Colada 

•Cranberry 

juice 



< Sexiest spring-fling 
activities: 

•Skinny dip ("I'd be naked 



INDEX 



vThese 
dinner treats 
turn me on: 
•Lobster ("The 
way I prepare 
it is why I love 
it. It's milky.") 
•Coconut milk 
•White wine 



The First Lady of Dancehall reveals all, an(j then 
things really start to heat up. 




every day.") 
•The hot tub 
•Swimming in a pool 





< The rawest 
dancehall 
artists are: 
•Me 

•Vybz Kartel 
•Spice ("She's 
new. She 
reminds me of 
myself.") 



< I need 
these spring 
accessories: 
•MyG-string 

("Because It 
has chains 
on it!' 

•A bracelet 
•Earrings 



> The most romantic places 
to watch the sunset are: 
•New York City 
•Negril, Jamaica ("Any- 
where close to the beach.") 
•The Bahamas 






< Ways to 
keep cool in 
the heat: 
•Strip your 
ass down 
•Take a 
shower 
•Buy yourself 
an AC 



< When I'm thirsty for spring 
water, I reach for: 
•Evian 

•Catherine's Peak 
•Blue Waters ("It tastes like rain.") 
Reporting by Jayson Rodriguez 



A SHOWTIME ORIGINAL PICTURE EVENT 
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The feel-good hit 
of the year! 

SAT APRIL 16, 8 pm Ft 

WATCH IT ON DEMAND. ANYTIME. I To subscribe: call 1-800-SHOWTIME 
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ONE IN A MILLION 



Pro skateboarder paul Rodriguez kicks his career into high gear. 




With his shaggy hair, cocked baseball cap, crisp 
ieans, and tee, Paul Rodriguez doesn't look like 
a millionaire. But as one of today's premier pro- 
fessional skateboarders, Rodriguez, 20, is quickly becom- 
ing a made man. Tlianks to his ability to master the most 
difHcult tricks and then throw them down massive flights 
ot'stairs with ease, the narive Angeleno has landed high- 
profile corporate sponsorships, including Boost Mobile, 
Von Zipper, and Nike Skateboarding, as well as the envy 
of a nation of skaters. "It was obvious early on that Paul 
would be a successful skater," says skate legend Tony 
Hawk, "but he hasn't even begun to reach his prime." 

Rodriguez's original shot at fame was in the family 
business. "My dad was always telling me to think about 
the fijture," says Rodriguez, whose father is Mexican-Amer- 
ican actor/comedian Paul Rodriguez Sr. "But with act- 
ing, I wouldn't have felt like I had paved my own way. 
So I always told him I could make it skateboarding." 

Make it, he did. He rides professionally for Girl 
Skateboards, one of the industry's elite companies, and 
he captured a gold medal in last year's X Games' street 
competition just seven years after he first stepped on a 
board. But it was his move to Nike Skateboarding in late 
2003-courtesy of a reported deal of around Si mil- 
lion-that solidified Rodriguez's position at the top of 
the field. "We wanted to put together a team of credi- 
ble, respected riders, and Paul definitely fits the bill," says 
Kevin Imamura, a spokesman for Nike. "Whether he's 
pushing the limits on a skateboard or just hanging out 
at the skate park, Paul gets other kids hyped to skate." 

This spring, Nike cements its commitment with the 
Zoom Air Paul Rodriguez, a signature skate shoe that 
will make him one of only a dozen athletes in the 
comp.iny's liistorj^ to have his own kick. "It's crazy," Rodriguez 
says of die honor "To have my own shoe on Nike is beyond 
anything I imagined." 

So what's next? "Nike's campus is so big that each build- 
ing is named after a different athlete," says Rodriguez. "I 
haven't figured it out yet, but I'm going to have to make 
sure I get a building, too." Dave Camie 



Kickbacks 

Three signature shoe milestones. 
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>Converse Chuck Taylor All Star 
Claim to fame: When early pro 
(and salesman) Taylor endorsed 
his sneaker in 1923, it 
was a first. 




>Ajr Jordans, AJ I 
Claim to fame: MJ was fined $5K 
a game in 1985 for wearing 
multihued kicks, but soon every- 
one wanted to be 
like Mike. 




>Zoam Air Paul Rodriguez 
Claim to fame: P-Rod's 2005 
skate shoe provides comfort with 
a heel air pocket and mid-sole 
shank for smooth landings. 

Clover Hope 
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Seagram's 

Extra Dry 

—Gin 
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HEY LADIES! 

Producer BRYCE wilson, 33, makes the move to the big screen in the Barbershop 
spin-off, Beauty Shop, alongside Queen Latifah, Alicia Silverstone, Kevin Bacon, 
and Djimon Hounsou. 




Did you learn anything about beauty shops 

while filming this movie? 
Chicks tall< about sex more than dudes do. 
Everything was sex. If the shit started out on farm- 
ing corn, it always ended up around sex. And it was 
real graphic. They tall< about it just lil<e I would. 



In the film, your character, 
James, is an ex-con. Did the role 
help you better understand the 
stigma that affects many men 
after a bid? 

A little. But the real catch with my 
character was whether he was 
straight or gay-'cause he came out 
of jail, he's a little suspect. He's a 
thug that gets pedicures [laughs]. 
We had a scene where I hear Salt-N- 
Pepa's "I'll Tal<e Your Man," and I'm 
grabbing the broom and singing and 
dancing. But I think it'll do some- 
thing because black actors tend to 
always remain cool and protect their 
image, which isn't acting. 
As the producer for mid-'90s R&B 
group Groove Theory, your nick- 
name was "Bryce Luvah." Do you 
feel typecast as the pretty boy? 
Yeah, a little, 'cause honestly, a lot of 
people look at me as the model in 
Toni Braxton's "Makin' Me High" 
video, even though I won a Grammy 
for producing that song. And I recently 
won another Grammy with Beyonce 
for my work on Dangerously in Love. 
But people think I just did a Groove 
Theory record and showed up seven 
years later in a movie. 
You also used to rap in Mantronix 
back in the day. How do you feel 
about hip hop today? 
I grew up in Queens and Brooklyn, so I know these 
rappers, and you can't tell me that they were in the 
streets. I don't like hearing you on records misedu- 
cating a 15-year-old. The kids that believe in it are 
going to jail, while these clowns go to their houses 
in New Jersey, Toshitaka Kondo 



HAN AT 

WORK: 

Bryce Wilson 
heats up. 




Bryce Wilson's five worst moments in 
celebrity hair. 

1. Ben Affleck in Gig//: He was trying to be mafioso, but it 

looked more Happy Days to me. 

2. Donald Trump: There's no method to it. It looks like 
a toupee. 

3. The old Ashanti: She had the Elvis look, but I ain't mad at 
her sideburns this year. 

4. Lir Kim: Sometimes, all the different colors and excessive 
weaves just make her look real crazy. 

5. Samuel L. Jackson in Pulp Fiction: The Jheri curl and pork 

chops looked utterly ridiculous. 



THEHITUST 

> FLIX Mos Def boldly goes 
where no Brooklyn MC has 
gone before in the sci-fi 
comedy The Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy (April 
29). If you get lost along the 
way, you can't miss Star 
Wars: Episoile III Revenge of 
the SIth (May 19). starring the 
usual cast of characters (what 
up, Yoda?!). Back on Earth, 




Adam Sandler, Chris Rock, and 
Nelly score in the football 
comedy remake The Longest 
^^(MayBO). 

> DVDS Finally on disc, the 
powerful 1994 documentary 
Hoop Dreams follows two 
Chicago-area teens shooting 
for the NBA. 

> GAMES Lick off shots at 
blood-sucking gunslingers in 
Darkwatch (Xbox, PS2), or 
zap space invaders in Area-51 
(PS2). Lock and load! 

> BOOKS They say it's a man's 
world, so for a woman's 
perspective, try Cristina 
Rathbone's gripping look at 
the ladies lost in the system, 
A World Apart: Women, 
Prison, and Life Behind Bars 
(Random House), or Hitomi 
Kanehara's award-winning tale 
of sex, violence, and youth in 
Tokyo's counterculture. 
Snakes and Earrings (Dutton). 

Benjamin Meadows-lngram 
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We care adoul you Ride safely, respecttully and within ttie limits of the law and your at: r 
passenger does too. Never ride while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Know youi 



-jr an approved helmet, proper eyewear and protective clothing, and insist your 
and read and understand your owner s manual Irom cover to cover. ^004 H-0. 



INTRODUCE A LITTLE DRAG STRIP 
TO THE CUL-DE-SAC. 



An engine so quick it'll roast the hair oFf your knuckles. Aluminum bodywork. Liquid cooling that's sculpted in, instead of 
bolted on. Feels right at home on the drag strip, yet oh-so-refmed for the street. Straddle the V-Rod.' Twist the throttle of 
the high-rewing Revolution' V-Twin and watch the needle slap the 9000-rpm redline. There goes the igy^j^^jj^^ 
neighborhood. Call 1-800-588-2743 for a dealer or visit www.harley-davidson.com. IT'S TIME TO RIDE. |l!'Ji!U™i^'1ll1 
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STAKES IS HIGH 

Star Wars: Episode III Revenge of the Sith 
(LucasArts)-PS2, Xbox: Play as Anakin and 
Obi Wan in your last chance to be a Jedi (well, 
until the next game), as you battle for nothing 
less than the fate of the universe. Pray the 
force is with you. ($50) 



CROSSTOWN TRAFFIC 

Buell Lightning CityX: This fierce bike may be small, 
but its brute performance more than measures up, 
thanks to the 92 hp. 984 cc engine. Pirelli Scorpion Sync 
tires, and tough villain Black wheels. The see-through 
Hero Blue Translucid cladding gives it n look that's sure 
to turn heads even when you're not roaring through the 
streets. ($8,700) 



>Talk 



DIALED IN 

palmOne Treo 650 smartphone: Save some space and 
stay connected with this all-in-one gadget boasting 
Bluetooth connectivity. PDA functionality, and even a 
built-in VGA/MPEG-4 digital camera. Oh. and you can 
call up your folks on It, too. (starting at $449) 




Pitch 



The Birdmaii is back with his third 
shoe through Lugz, the «1 Stunna. 
It's a casual white-on-white kick 
available in both low and mid and 
accented by logo treatments on the 
heel, (low, $70: mid, $75) 




Copped 



"1 picked up the Clirysler 300 

($23,995 MSRP) because I kept seeing 
it on the road, and I thought it 
matched my style. It rides smoothly, 
and I look very classy in it, but right 
now. it's in my driveway sittin' on 22s, 
because I still don't have my license!" 
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BEAUTY IN A BOTTLE 

Soothe your parched, wintry skin with these lubricating moisturizers. 



1. A smooth-textured cream like Lancome's Absolue Makeup will 
leave vour face feeling pampered, $55. '. With its soy complex and 
light diffusers, Aveeno's Positively Radiant Daily Moisturizer brings 
out your skin's natural glow, $15. 3. whether it's the cold winter or 
genetics that make you feel dry, Sothys Paris Nutrithys Cream, 
which is rich in ceramides, is bound to comfort your skin. $39. 
4. Packed with wrinkle-fighting ingredients, Kinerase cream with 
SPF 15 tightens skin to a flawless finish, $65. 5. Since spring is just 



around the corner, you'll need something to bring back the dewi- 
ness of warmer days, and Clean 8 Clear Morning Glow Moisturizer 
is just the thing to do it, $6. o. Dark spots and blotchiness can be 
big problems for women of color, so use Neutrogena Healthy Skin 
Visibly Even Daily SPF 15 Moisturizer to bring out that radiant tone, 
$13. 7. Counter those harsh UVA rays with Clinique's Superdefense 
Triple Action Moisturizer with SPF 25 to keep skin from aging too 
quickly, $40. See THE DETAILS, page 148. 



CRYSTAL 

CLEAR 

At-home micro- 
dermabrasion 
goes where no 
exfoliatorhas 
gone before. 

A deluge of mlcroder- 
mabrasion home kits is 
hitting department 
stores and pharmacies- 
even soap star Susan 
Lucci has her own line- 
so the procedure can be 
done at your leisure, in 
the comfort of your crib. 
According to the 
American Society for 
Aesthetic Plastic 
Surgery, microder- 
mabrasion removes 
dead skin by spraying 
natural mineral crystals 
on the face at high 
speeds and then 
vacuuming the crystals 
back up, revealing a 
layer of dewy, new skin. 
Most at-home kits, 
however, do not spray. 
Instead, the exfoliator 
may be composed of 
aluminum oxide crystals 
that you rub on in a 
circular motion for one 
to two minutes, then 
rinse off. The results are 
comparable to what 
dermatologists can do. 
And that's a beautiful 
thing. Try these: 

>L'Oreal Paris ReFinish 

Micro-Dermabrasion 

Kit. $24 (below). 

> Neutrogena Advanced 

Solutions Facial Peel. 

$26. 

>Avon Anew Clinical 
Micro-Exfoliant. $20. 
Rajni Lucienne Jacques 
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BUSTIN' CAPS 



These FLV HATS will keep your head right. 




"|"|_|^Y'P£ gPII^I^II^'f Hip hop jewelry hits high notes 

what better way to big up DJ culture than to rock an 18-karat gold turntable ring paveed with 2.63 carats of canary 
diamonds and 0.42 carats of black diamonds ($15,000). With a spinning wheel of detailed hardware, Mathmatiks 
Turntable Type6 ring will definitely make some noise. See THE DETAILS, page 148. Rajni Lucienne Jacques 



78 VI B8 



Photograph by GREG BROOM 



Ybiidescfvctiiebcst 

day 01 night. 





Wendy's makes everything at 

ni^ht the same way then make it 
during the dar- fresh. So you can 

eat great, even late! 




Pick Up Window 
Open til midniglit OP later 



NEW COMBO CHOICES! 

Clioose 1 of 5 Sides At No Extra Cost. 



At participating locations. 
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GET IT ON 
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CHECK HERE FOR TODAY'S HOTTEST GEAR: 
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AKADEMIKS 

212-563-4999 
DR. JAY'S 

NEW YORK, NY 
THE LARK 
CHICAGO. IL 
MACY'S 
BROOKLYN, NY 
MAN ALIVE 
MIDWEST 
UP AGAINST THE WALL 
BALTIMORE. MO. t 
WASHINGTON, D C. 

azzur£ denim 

212-S40-4035 

BON MARCH^ 
SEATTLE. WA 
BURDINES 
MIAMI. FL 
MACVS 
NEW YORK. NY 
MARSHALL RELD'S 
MINNEAPOLIS. MN 
RICH'S 
ATLANTA. GA 

6 UNIT CLOTHING 
COMPANY 

BURDINE'S 
•- 7 DILLARD'S 
DR. JAY'S 
MACY'S 
RICH'S 
ALL NATIONWIDE 

LUGZ 

CHAMPS SPORTS 
FINISH LINE 
FOOT LOCKER 
JOURNEYS 
SHIEKH 
ALL NATIONWIDE 



MEEZAN ARTCOUTURE 

DOWNTOWN LOCKER ROOM 

BALTIMORE. MD 
MEN'S LAND 
LOS ANGELES. CA 
SNEAKER VILLA 
PHILADELPHIA. PA 
UBiO 

PHILADELPHIA. PA 
UP AGAINST THE WAU 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 



MOVADO 
800-810-2311 
MACY'S 

NATIONWIDE 

PEPE JEANS 
888-350-7373 

SEAN JOHN 

BURDINE'S 

PENBROKE PINES. FL 
THE LARK 
MIDWEST 
MACY'S 
NEW YORK. NY 
MARSHALL FIELD'S 
CHICAGO. IL 
UP AGAINST THE WALL 
EAST COAST 

SOFTSHEENCARSON 
800-442-4643 
CAMBRIDGE BEAUTY SUPPLY 

WASHINGTON. D C. 
CHATHAM BEAUTY SUPPLY 
CHICAGO. IL 
COSMO BEAUTY SUPPLY 
CHICAGO. IL 
WAL-MART RETAIL STORES 
NATIONWIDE 

WALGREENS DRUG STORES 

NATIONWIDE 

SOUTH POLE 
201-935-1550 
AGAINST ALL ODDS 

NEW YORK i NEW JERSEY 
DR. JAY'S 
NORTHEAST 
JCPENNEY 
NATIONWIDE 
MAY DEPARTMENT STORES 
NATIONWIDE 
UP AGAINST THE WALL 
WASHINGTON. D C. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

write to: 

VIBE/Gel It On. 
215 Lexington Ave. 

6th floor 
NY NY 10016 

VIBE will forward your request to eacti 
of Oie dealers you name. It is the 
responsibility of the designers to 
i to your requests. 
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>BoyzNdaHood ATLiens with Attitude 

The small VIP section overlooking the dance floor inside 
Atlanta's Club Chocolate is covered in a haze of cigar smoke. 
P. Diddy's latest discovery, Boyz N da Hood, is in the cut soak- 
ing up the scene. Signed to Bad Boy in July 2004, the group doesn't 
want anyone to confuse its brand of hip hop with the inescapable 
crunk music typically associated with the South these days. Instead of 
loud, pulsing beats. Boyz N da Hood relies heavily on scathing street 
lyricism. "Rap is so commercial nowadays," says Lee "Duke" Dixon, 
29, the group's elder statesman. "We're bucking the system and 
taking it back to the real gangsta music." 

Brought together in 2004 by Russell "Block" Spencer (cofounder 
of Sho' Nuff Recordings with Jazze Pha and Noonie), the four Georgia- 
bred solo MCs were modeled after hip hop icons N.W.A. Duke, Miguel 
"Big Gee" Scott, 26, Jacoby "Jody Breeze" White, 20, and Jay "Young 
Jeezy" Jenkins, 24, were chosen for their unapologetic brashness and 
rhyming skills. Still, talent wasn't the underlying factor in assembling 





1* 
vt 



this set. The ability to put arrogance aside and act as one was crucial. 
"We're all grown men." says Young Jeezy, the group's most charismatic 
character. "I couldn't see us breaking up because of egos." 

It wasn't long before the crew developed enough chemistry in the 
booth to take its show on the road. When Diddy caught wind of the 
Boyz. he knew he was onto something groundbreaking. "You have to 
understand the social impact of N.W.A to get what the Boyz N da Hood 
are exposing us to," says P. Diddy of the group's in-your-face, self- 
titled debut. "Listening to them makes you feel like you're in the 
South, in Zone 3, in the trap." 

Tonight, as they prepare to perform their unruly lead single. "Dem 
Boyz." a fight breaks out in the club. Not one member of the hardy 
foursome bats an eye as the rowdy club goers give new meaning to the 
A-town stomp. "This is where it all comes from," says Jody Breeze. "We 
don't mind being in a club with a thousand people who can relate to 
us." It ain't nothing but a gangsta party, after all, Cecil Cross II 
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> Pretty Ricky Four Play 

i 

Puff, the food's good, but you need some blenders for our ' 
virgin daiquiris!" hollers Slick 'Em, 20, the wild child in Pretty 
Ricky, a Carol City, Fla., cross between B2K and the Ying Yang ' 
Twins. He's not addressing Diddy, who's absent, but rather express- i 
ing his displeasure that the magnate's Manhattan restaurant, ; 
Justin's, doesn't carry the essential appliance to make the drinks \ 
that remind them of the 3-0-5. Regardless, Slick 'Em (ne Corey 
Mathis). and his brothers Diamond "Baby Blue" Smith, 21, Marcus 4 
"Pleasure" Cooper, 21, and Spectacular Smith. 20, are more con- ^ 
cerned with serving the ladies with their own concoction^lf sexually | 
suggestive music-R. Kelly style. ^ 

The sons of Joseph Blue Smith-a Joe Jackson-type entrepreneur 
who owns the Blue Star Entertainment International record label and \ 
guides his boys' careers with a stern hand-know discipline. "He keeps ; 
us away from girls," says Pleasure, the sole crooner in the group of ' 
rappers. "If we want to talk to a female, he'll say. 'Go write a song.'" 
It's no wonder the flamboyant foursome- 



tion deal with Atlantic Records In January-has been hard at work 
penning explicit tunes like "Grind on Me." Produced by hit man Jim 
Jonsin (Trick Daddy's "Let's Go," Pitbull's "Dammit Man"), the raunchy 
single is the most requested song in the history of Miami's Power 96 
radio. The business-minded Baby Blue explains why it's catching on: 
"It's like [Lil Jon's] 'Lovers and Friends.' Our record fits right into that 
sweet and street slot." 

Staying true to that format is Blue Stars, their upcoming debut. 
"Pretty Ricky gonna snatch up all dem young girls," says Pitbull, a 
guest on the album and a mentor. "I've been telling people about 
them for years. They're hard workers, and I respect that." 

After a great meal (minus the daiquiris), the boys are off to the 
studio, probably till the wee hours of the morning. But such is the life 
of a group that wants to reach the iconic status of another band of 
brothers-the Jackson 5. "We'll never turn down work," says Blue. 
"If they want us, we're punctual." 'Cause grinding is what Pretty 




Ricky does best. 




Angie Romero 




/ next / 




I 





.rUDdi Sweet Dreams 
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Ke. Anthony "Cruna" Dilliard, 29, stops in his 
tracks at The King Center In Atlanta when he 
spots the 1970 Grammy Award that was pre- 
sented posthumously to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 
the spoken word category for his 1967 speech "Why 
I Oppose the War in Vietnam." "That's amazing," says 
the Tennessee-born Dilliard (whose moniker means 
crooner). "Maybe one day something I say will touch 
a lot of people like that. Winning a Grammy is my 
► ultimate dream." ^ . 

The youngest of five children. Cruna's two-parent, 
Christian upbringing, which included singing in his 
family's nine-member ensemble, the Gospel True 
Notes, wasn't enough to stop him from going down 
a crooked path toward that dream. Within months of 
being kicked out of Whites Creek Comprehensive High 
School in 1991 for fighting, a 16-year-old Cruna would 
be placed in a juvenile facility, then in Turney Center 
Industrial Prison and Farm to serve an eight-yea^fcid 
for aggravated robbery. Luckily, his vocal prowess 
didn't go untapped in jail. "Most of the time, guys 
were asking me to sing to their girls over the phone," 
he says. Cruna made more serious career plans with 
Jasper "Jazz" Howard, a childhood acquaintance and 
fellow inmate. And upon their release in 1999, Jazz 
made Cruna the flagship artist on his independent 
Crosstrax Entertainment label. 

By 2000, Cruna had recorded an album and hit 
the road to places like New York and California. The 
resulting buzz led to a deal with Warner Bros, in 
December 2003. And Warner exec Cynthia Johnson, 
who has helped promote the careers of Alicia Keys 
and Destiny's Child, thinks the label scored a major 
victory by signing him. "Everyone is extremely excited 
about Cruna," says Johnson. "He's a raw talent who 
makes you feel the moods and concepts of a song 
with his inspirational words." 

Cruna's major label debut album. 4 Hustla's Love 
Story, is stacked with stirring urbane grooves like the *' 
uplifting lead single, "Higher." a testament to his 
resilient will. "I think my music can show people that 
the impossible is possible," he says. "I went through a 
lot to humble myself, and*my life went from really 
bad to really good." Nov^be's hoping his efforts can 
bring forth some real accolades. Sapfosafoster 

M', RhofCl^aphbyMALCOMBECKFORD 
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>White Boy Live and In Color 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 



Moments before taking the stage at New York 
City's club BLVD, Chris "White Boy" Riley, 19. 
explains why he may just be the whitest 
black sheep in hip hop. "When I say. What's up nigga, 
people look at me like they want to fight." But the 
Chicago rapper isn't just looking for controversy. 
White Boy says the N-word because, well, he can. 

As the offspring of a black mother and white father. 
White Boy's moniker comes from his days growing up 
on the South Side of Chicago. "That was the name I got 
in the 'hood," he says, "but as a rapper. I wanted to be 
called Chris Styles." After a friend decided to change 
the name on a signup sheet for a talent contest, his 
'hood name became his stage name. "If that's what 
they want to call me. oh well," he says. "I still check 
African-American on any application." 

But the rap game isn't a normal 9-to-5, and White 
Boy didn't get the gig through normal means. After 
taking second in the citywide Chicago Idol contest in 
2003, White Boy signed with indie Icee Records and 
got to record a track with Kanye West. That collabora- 
tion would result in the first single, "U Know." from 
White Boy's debut album. No Gray Area. The track 
features John Legend on the hook and a verse from 
West, but it's White Boy's syncopated, staccato flow 
that will surprise listeners the most. "I got in the 
studio with Kanye the day after I won the contest, so 
I was very raw. " says the 'fro-sporting MC. "But Kanye 
showed me how I should ride the beat and took the 
time to help me." 

Hometown hero Common, who sees White Boy 
as a welcome new face to the Chi-town scene, says. 
"There's a lot of passion there. He can come on any 
set and make you pay attention." 

Armed with his buzzworthy second single, "Can't 
Get Out the Game." white Boy is on pace to become a 
credible act instead of a headline-grabbing gimmick. 
"Your first thought when you see me is that I'm trying to 
be like Eminem, but my music is legit," he says. "Don't 
let the name and skin fool you." Jozen Cummings 
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A steady regimen of physical activity doesn't just keep children 
fit, it helps build social skills and confidence. There are lots of 
ways to get kids moving. All they need is a little push. Get the 
whole family to join in. Remember, active means healthy. What 
could be simpler? 
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Six-speaker Pioneer CD Stereo, MP3 Capability and Satellite Radio Ready. 
31 city/35 hwy MPG' as estimated by EPA, A/C, Choice of Three Wheel Cover 
Designs, 5-year, 60.000-mile Powertrain warranty* 



Fog Light Kit. Rear Spoiler. Clear Lens Rear Tail Lights. Sport Pedal Covers. Color 
Steering Wheel, Quickshifter, Sport Muffler. Struts/Shocks Kit, Performance 
Clutch, and Lov\/ering Springs Kit. 
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•MSRP .nduaes lislivDry. processing, and handling lees, eicludes la.es. lille. license, and optional equipment. 
Actual dealer price ma» vary 02m EPA-eslimated cityftiighway mileage. Mileage lealured is lor automatic 
transmission Actual mileage may .ary tSee your Scion Dealer lor additional details on the Scion limited «rarranty. 
02005 Scion and the Scion logo are trademarks ol loyola Motor Corporation and Toyota is a registered trademark 
ol Toyota Motor Corporation For more inlormalion. call 846-70-SCION l864-707-24(.6l or visit scion com 
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Conspiracy? Cover-up? 
Or were their lives too 
inconsequential to 
matter? when tupac 
and were 
murdered with 
witnesses all around, 
we figured their killers 
would be identified 
and brought in any 
day. But it's been more 
than eight years, and 
still there are no 
arrests or convictions. 
The same goes for 
JAM MASTER JAY 
and so many other 
slain African-American 
men who happened to 
have been rappers. 



The cries of their 
mothers have been 
muted. The yearning 
of their fans goes 
unnoticed. And the 
justice due fallen men 
has been swept away 
by suspicious police 
departments, 
notorious for their 
insensitivity to 
minorities. But the 
ghosts loom. The 
memories live. And as 
Voletta Wallace's civil 
suit picks up steam, 
we can only hope that 
thespiritof truth will 
carry over to other 
forgotten cases. 



On his posthumously 
released LP Life 
After Death, the 
Notorious B.i.G. 
eerily rapped, 
"You're nobody 'til 
somebody kills you." 
But in these cases, 
the deceased aren't 
afforded any more 
respect than the 
living. Here is the 
VIBE investigation. 
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More than eight years after he was gunned down near the Vegas strip, tupac shakur lives on in posthumous record 
releases, mysterious sightings, and in the faith of his followers, david wielenga revisits the conspiracy theories and 
shrouded evidence surrounding 'Pac's murder. 



Tupac Shakur was dead, murdered at 25 after 
a brutal ambush on a warm neon night near 
the Las Vegas Strip, and a few awful days 
later, Marion "Suge" Knight convened a 
meeting at Death Row Records headquar- 
ters in Los Angeles. In a large office above 
busy Wilshire Boulevard, a cross section of 
the label's employees-from the artist ros- 
ter to the office staff to the security force- 
quietly commemorated their fallen colleague. 

There was a lot to absorb. First, the shock of the attack on Sep- 
tember 7, 1996, when a rush of gunfire tore into a luxury car carrying 
Shakur from the heavyweight boxing match between Mike Tyson 
and Bruce Seldon to 'Pac's scheduled performance at Death Row's 
662 nightclub. Then came an exhausting vigil that dragged on for 
six slow, grim days, until Shakur's massive injuries finally over- 
whelmed the hospital's life-support system. Although nearly drained 
of energy, those who gathered in L.A. to remember Shakur were over- 
flowing with emotion. 

"But then, Suge asked the ladies to leave the room," says some- 
one who was there that day-someone who, more than eight years 
later, is still so wary of offending Death Row's corporate code that 
he would not allow his name to be printed in this story. "When the 
ladies were gone and the door was closed behind them," he confides, 
"the mood of the meeting changed." 

Knight, the Death Row CEO who was chauffeuring Shakur in 



his black BMW 750 sedan when it was sprayed with 13 bullets from 
a white Cadillac, was obviously angry. 

"Suge was talking to the security guys who were supposed to be 
protecting him and Tupac that night," the source recalls, the mem- 
ory of Knight's wrath still fresh. "Suge kept asking them, ' Whathap- 
pened? How could this have happened? He was pissed. Then he told 
everybody what he had seen that ni^t— who he had seen. Suge said, 
T saw the shooter. The shooter was dark skinned.'" 

Apparently, everybody understood. 

"Orlando Anderson," the source explains. "Orlando Anderson 
was dark-skinned— darker probably than anybody in the room that 

''SUGE WAS SAYING THAT 
THE SHOOTER WAS 
ORLANDO ANDERSON.^ 

day. Suge was saying that the shooter was Orlando Anderson." 

These days, that almost goes without saying. As years have passed, 
the growing consensus is that Anderson, a 22-year-old affiliated with 
the Southside Crips, was the triggerman in Shakur's murder. Ander- 
son always denied it— right up to his own death in a gang shootout 
at a Compton, Calif., car wash in 1998. 

But there were compelling reasons to connect him to the crime. 
Andenon's Crip set had reportedly worked as bodyguards for East 
Coast rap heavyweight the Notorious B.I.G. (aka Christopher Wal- 
lace) and had repeatedly clashed with members of the Bloods, who 
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Orlando Anderson (left) is an apparent link to the murders of 
Biggie and Tupac. He was beaten by members of the Death 
Row crew at the MGM Grand hours before Tupac's shooting, 
and he was placed on the scene shortiv before Biggie was shot 
dead. Anderson was killed in May 1998 at a Compton car 
wash, which was chalked up to an unrelated gang incident. 
(Right) This haunting image was captured just moments 
before Tupac was shot two times in the chest and shrapnel 
grazed Knight's head. Tupac would undergo two operations, 
including the removal of his right lung. 



were afifiliated with Death Row. Two-and-a-half hours before the 
murder, security cameras monitoring the lobby of the MGM Grand 
hotel recorded a scuffle in which Shakur, Knight, and members of 
their entourage punched and kicked a man who was later identified 
as Anderson. 

A 2002 story by Chuck Philips in the Los Angeles Times quoted 
unidentified Crips who said that, after Anderson was beat down in 
the hotel lobby, he quickly negotiated a $i million bounty on Shakur 
from the Notorious B.I.G.— who even supplied the murder weapon, 
the arricle alleged. Biggie, whose feud with Tupac is now the stuff 
of legend, was gunned down in Los Angeles six months later in what 
has become another mysteriously unsolved murder (see page 94). 

But Philips's scenario was refuted in a December 2002 VIBE 
story, which calculated that it would have been physically impossi- 
ble for Anderson to have traveled back and forth to the specified 

''IT LOOKED LIKE A CASE 
WE'D SOLVE VERY QUICKLY. 
BUT EVERYBODY FROZE UP/' 

locations on a title-fight Saturday night in Las Vegas during the two 
hours and 32 minutes between his scuffle in the MGM Grand lobby 
and Shakur's shooting on East Flamingo Road. 

Meanwhile, Shakur's murder remains unsolved. Neither Knight, 
nor anybody in Death Row's long motorcade, nor countless other 
captive-audience witnesses in bumper-to-bumper traffic that night 
have cooperated with investigators enough to solve the case. 

"I was the initial officer at the scene," recounts Detective Dan 
Long, who found Knight's car perforated by bullet holes and limp- 
ing on two flat tires with the upholstery drenched in Shakur's blood. 
"When I first got there, I didn't know who was shot. But it was obvi- 
ous we had lots of wimesses, including a carioad of four giris. It looked 
like a case we'd be able to solve very quickly. But suddenly, every- 
body froze up. The girls didn't want to speak at all, which maybe you 
could understand. But who would have thought that Suge Knight 
wouldn't want to speak?" 

Knight has previously stated that he wouldn't turn the killer over 
to authorities even if he could, and he did not respond to telephoned 
requests to his office at Death Row to be interviewed for this story. 

Consequently, the tragic murder of one of this generation's great 
artistic voices has sunk into the gunky pop-culture realm of ama- 



teur criminologists, overamped conspiracy theorists, and hip hop's 
version of Elvis-lives looneyism. It's gone on so long that, around 
the time Shakur's eighth posthumous CD, Loyal to the Game, was 
released last December, the original supervisor on the case. Sergeant 
Kevin Manning, no longer handled the case anymore. Now Det. 
Long oversees the investigation, such as it is, which largely involves 
fielding phone calls. 

"They seem to come in groups, and you are the fourth one today," 
he said. "The one just before you was a guy telling me that Tupac was 
murdered by former President Jimmy Carter." Occasionally some- 
thing a bit more substantial comes in, said Long, such as a recent 
tip that prompted him to interview a prisoner in California. "And 
I just got another one I'm going to look into," he said. "But you know, 
we've filled 32 files with this stufF, and we're on to number 33. It's 
so convoluted now that it would be hard to prove anything. Through 
all the investigations and evidence and theories, we've never been 
close to making any arrests." 

Las Vegas police have been criticized harshly by Tupac's mother, 
Afeni Shakur, for negligence in her son's murder investigarion. She 
filed a wrongful death suit against Anderson in 1997. 

"Afeni is way beyond that now," said Richard Fischbein, a New 
York attorney and longtime fiiend who helps Tupac's mother admin- 
ister her son's multimillion-dollar estate. "She's pretty confident 
about what happened, but those are issues she overcame a long time 
ago. What she's attempting to do now is to preserve Tupac's place 
in the music industry and, more importantly, secure his legacy." 

Yet the right-lipped response of those who may be able to solve 
Shakur's murder-including the man who was sitdng next to him as 
he was riddled with bullets-is destined to be a part of that legacy. 
It's the code of the street. At Knight's 1997 parole hearing that sent 
him back to prison after his role in the MGM scuffle, Anderson actu- 
ally denied that Knight had been among his attackers-despite video- 
taped evidence to the contrary. 

Ultimately, Tupac's fate— and his legacy-will always be tied to 
the choice he made in 1995, when Knight posted bail of $1.4 million 
to spring him from a New York prison so he could come to the West 
Coast after joining what was one of the most notoriously success- 
fial record companies in the world. 

"There were two sides to Death Row— the record label and the 
gang," said the man who sat in that mournful meeting after Shakur 
was killed. "'Pac's mistake was joining the gang." □ 
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Crooked cops, cover-ups, and confusion: There are plenty of excuses for why the notorious b.i.g.'s murder 
investigation has gone nowhere for eight years. While Biggie's family mounts a lawsuit against the city of Los 
Angeles and former LAPD brass, CHEO hodari coker searches for the truth. 




hane's cell phone rang. It was a trusted friend, 
passing an ominous message; "They coming 
for you." 

His face dropped. Shane (not his real name) 
was at Andre Harrell's opulent LA. mansion, 
chilling with Lil' Cease, D-Roc, Sean "Puffy" 
Combs, and the rest of the Bad Boy crew, get- 
ting ready to go to the VIBE party that night 
at the Petersen Automotive Museum. It was 



the second such warning in as many hours. "I talked to some peo- 
ple," said another one of Shane's homies, a New York hustler turned 
music industry guy who was also out West for the Soul Train Music 
Awards. "There are some street niggas comin' after y'all." 
No specifics. No names. None needed. 

To Shane, this felt more serious than the commonplace hatera- 
tion that typically surrounded Puff'Daddy. This was "chatter," a de 
facto intelligence briefing from the ghetto CIA. So he walked upstairs 
to give Puff the news. "Man, I don't want to hear that!" Combs said. 
"I'm going to have a good time." 

And Puff lived up to his promise. Cristal flowed like water. The 
DJ played "Hypnotize" at least eight times, and everyone visited 
Christopher Wallace's table to kiss the ring. The crowd was street yet 
elite: Wesley Snipes, Chris Tucker, Aaliyah, Ginuwine. And also 
among them, reputed members of the Southside Crips: Dwayne 
"Keefee D" Davis and his nephew Orlando Anderson. 

After the fire marshal shut the party down, the coast was clear. Some 
say too clear. "No police, no nothing," Shane says. "I was, like, Yo, they 
just closed this party. Why the muthafuckin' police ain't here?" 

Shane stood outside for a moment, noticing a few people who 
seemed out of place. One was a black man with a receding hair- 
line, high cheekbones, and a bow tie, dressed like a member of the 
Nation of Islam. Shane was wary when they made eye contact and 
the stranger didn't acknowledge him, nor say, "As salaam alaikum." 
To an outside observer, it might not seem like much, but to Shane, 
who had experience with the Nation of Islam, they were supposed 
to, by custom, acknowledge every black man they encountered with 
the peaceful greeting. 

The cars lined up to go. Puff's Suburban idled in front with Wal- 
lace's behind it. While CDombs's car zoomed out, running the light 



at the comer of Fairfax and Wilshire, Biggie's Suburban stopped at 
the light, pulling up next to a black Impala SS that had been waiting. 

After the shots rang out, Puffy's car did a slow three-point turn, 
maneuvering back to Wallace's car. All four doors of the Suburban 
were thrown wide open, and Christopher Wallace lay in the front 
passenger seat, mortally wounded. 

Shane and another Combs associate took off after the Impala, 
but lost it due to a chip that wouldn't allow their oversized SUV to 
travel more than a hundred miles an hour. When they doubled back 
to see what had happened to Big, he was still in the front seat. They 

''I WAS LIKE, YO, THEY 
JUST CLOSED THIS PARTY. 
WHY THE POLICE AIN'T HERE?"" 

debated whether or not to call an ambulance or make the journey to 
the nearby hospital themselves. By the time they pulled Wallace out 
of the car at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Shane smelled bodily flu- 
ids. He didn't have a good feeling about the rapper's chances. 

March 9, 1997, is forever tatted on hip hop's collective conscience. 
But what remains unexplained is how those in charge of the Wallace 
murder investigation can't or won't tell us what really happened. 

" They say a police is only as good as his informants. Meaning we ain 't 
about 7««di."— Detective Wdliam "Bunk" Moreland, from The Wire 

TV detectives have it down. Law O" Order makes a homicide inves- 
tigation look so easy. The body gets discovered in the teaser at the 
top of the hour. And within 60 minutes, they find the suspect, put 
him on trial and convict him. But the folks investigating the real-life 
killing of Christopher Wallace could never get it right. After eight 
yean of innuendo, allegations of departmental infighting and bureau- 
cratic ass-covering, police resignations, and a suspect list that runs 
from cops to Crips, nothing substantial has come ofWallace's mur- 
der investigation. If you call the LAPD's Media Relations Section, 
they'll tell you the case is dosed-unsohed. But one e-mail later, and- 
miraculously— they say the case is still open. Still, no one will talk. 

Former Compton police officers Timothy Brennan and Robert 
Ladd, veteran detectives who've known some of the gangbangers 
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associated with both Death Row and Bad Boy since they threw up 
their first tags, however, have no problems talking to VIBE about 
the botched investigations. 

When Tupac Shakur got shot on September 7, 1996, the bodies 
started dropping in Compton within two days. Brennan's search war- 
rant for the Compton police department read like a treasure map 
of evidence that indicated 39 locations to raid, Orlando Anderson 
and Keefee D's deep involvement as suspects, and other gems. There 
were even tips about people from the Southside who had been work- 
ing security for Bad Boy, as well as word that the "Southside Crips 
just got money from the East Coast and are looking to buy guns.' 

Ladd and Brennan had their ears to the street. "All we use in 
Compton is informants," Brennan says, "because all we deal with 
is gang murders and everyone is scared of retaliation. And dealing 
with these gangsters, seeing them grow up for years, we knew when 
the stuff was good." 

But some Las Vegas and LAPD officials had concerns about the 
pair's boss in the gang unit, Reggie Wright Sr., whose son, Reginald 
Jr., was Suge Knight's chief of security. "The Las Vegas cops thought 
some information might get back to Death Row Records and Suge 
Knight," Ladd says. "They didn't trust us, basically. It was one of the 
reasons Tupac's murder isn't solved." 

When a high-profile murder goes down in LA., like those ofEnnis 
Cosby or Nicole Brown Simpson, the investigation usually comes 
under the purview of the citywide Robbery-Homicide Division (RHD). 
They came to the scene ofWallace's murder, but turned the case down, 
according to former RH D detective Russell Poole. It just wasn't impor- 
tant enough, he says, so they basically told the local Wilshire homi- 
cide squad, "Aw, this is a gangbanger case, so just keep it." 

"I don't know if they knew how big a celebrity the Notorious 
B.I.G. was," says veteran police reporter Miles Corwin, author of 
Homicide Special, a book about the elite RHD division. "B.I.G. might 
have fallen a little below the radar." 

So it fell to Wilshire homicide to follow the case the best they 
could. They started looking into the connections between Bad Boy 
and Southside Crips, and the Death Row Records rivalry. Police also 
explored the possibility that Bad Boy's alleged hired protection might 
have turned on them. They confiscated Dwayne "Keefee D" Davis's 
black Impala SS and questioned him as well. (The car was later 
released.) Detectives reportedly invesrigated a lead that suggested 
the Southside Crips might have carried out the murder over a debt 
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they felt Combs owed. "Southside wanted Sioo.ooo for security serv- 
ices [and Combs] offered them Sio,ooo," Reginald Wright Jr. told 
VIBE in March 1998. "That's why Biggie Smalls is dead today." 

Police released a sketch of the possible shooter as described by 
Lil' Cease and Shane, who were present when it all went down. Soon 
the invesrigators were drowning in leads, many of them false, but all 
of which needed to be examined. RH D was finally called in. "When 
I followed the divisional detectives, they were overwhelmed with 
cases," Corwin says. "RHD detectives are different. They have a small 
number of cases, and they have the time to spend on each one." 

Poole received an important call in early April 1997. He was inves- 
tigating the deadly shooring of off-duty police officer Kevin Gaines 
during a Studio City traffic dispute with an undercover cop, when 
a Wilshire homicide detective called asking for a picture of Gaines 
for a photo lineup of suspects in Wallace's shooting. 

Tlie request ran through Poole like an electric jolt. Poole, who 
had been called to the Studio City murder scene, learned that the green 
Mitsubishi Montero driven by Gaines was registered to Sharitha 

''I DON'T KNOW IF THEY KNEW 
HOW BIG A CELEBRITY THE 
NOTORIOUS B.I.G. WAS/' 

Knight-Suge's ex-wife and Snoop Dogg's former manager. The more 
Poole looked into Gaines's background, the more red flags popped 
up. Gaines had a BMW, a Benz, and wore Versace-on a policeman's 
salary. Investigators heard that he had attended Death Rowfiincrions. 

Except for Gaines, though, Poole had no other real link to the 
Wallace murder. But that changed after a November 6, 1997, robbery 
of a Bank of America branch that netted more than $700,000. It 
looked like an inside job. When questioned by the police, the branch's 
assistant manager gave up her boyfriend, veteran LAPD officer David 
Mack, as one of the three thieves. 

Mack, a Compton native, was arrested weeks later. Reportedly, 
he would later renounce the LAPD and swear allegiance to the Mob 
Piru Bloods, the same set most closely associated with Death Row. 
While in jail, he was visited by his old pal and University of Ore- | 
gon roommate Amir Muhammad, aka Harry Billups. | 

That name also jolted Poole, because a jailhouse informant had | 
said that a man possibly named "Ashmir" or "Amir" was hired to pull i 
off Biggie's assassination. (Later, when shown a photo, a witness 1 
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NSOLVED MYSTERIE 



VIBE Opens the files of other slain rappers and 
finds tliat when it comes to hip hop homicides, 
the jury's still out. Will justice ever be served? 

BIG L Boastful Harlem MC Lamont 
"Big L" Coleman rhymed alongside 
Cam'Ron and Mase in the early '90s, 
before joining Diggin' in the Crates crew 
(DITC) with Fat Joe. 

Crime scene: Coleman, 23, was gunned 
down near his home on February 15, 1999, 
in what was believed to be a retaliation hit against his older 
brother, Lee Phinazee. 

status: No witnesses have come forward to testify in the 
ongoing investigation. 

MAUSBERC A promising West Coast MC 
and proteg^ of DJ Quik, Mausberg 
saw his reputation grow thanks to 
a noteworthy feature on Quik's 1998 album 
rhythm-al-lism. 

Crime scene: In 2000, Mausberg was 
killed in a drive-by shooting in Compton. 
He was just 21. 

Status: No arrests have been made. 




SOUUA SLIM Former No Limit artist 
Souija Slim (aka James Tapp) released two 
^ ^on^ albums while riding on Master P'sgold- 
^ ^^r> plated tank before he went AWOL and 
j^^w recorded the posthumous hit "Slow 
^^^^^K^ Motion" with Juvenile. 

Crime scene: Slim, 26, was murdered on 
the lawn of his mother's home on November 26, 2003, when he 
took three gunshots to the face and one to the chest. 
Status: A gunman was booked when ballistics tests linked him 
to the weapon used in the murder, but the charges were later 
dropped when witnesses failed to testify. 




: ORE Vallejo native Mac Ore 
(ne Andre Hicks) was a veteran Bay 
Area rapper. 

Crime scene: Hicks, 34, was in Kansas 
City, Mo., for a scheduled club date last 
November when a van pulled alongside 
his car and fatally shot him. 
Status: Police have Identified several "persons of interest," 
but members of Hicks's entourage have not cooperated 
with authorities. 

CAIMFLAUGE Riotous Georgia rapper 
Camoflauge (ne Jason Johnson) released 
one major label album, but touted his 
gangster pedigree with a bevy 
of regional hits, including "Bring 
da Pain." 

Crime scene: The 21-year-old Savannah- 
based star died May 19, 2003, when he was shot outside his 
studio while walking his toddler son. 
Status: Authorities say they have an eye on certain people, but 
no one has been booked. Ja^son Rodriguez 




rolling with Bad Boy placed Muhammad at the scene.) When cops 
raided Mack's house looking for weapons and money from the bank 
robbery (which were never recovered) what they found raised eye- 
brows : a black Impala SS similar to the getaway car described by wit- 
nesses, as well as ammunition apparently matching the caliber of the 
slugs that killed Wallace. As with the bank robbery. Mack had report- 
edly taken days off before and after Wallace's murder. The pattern 
troubled Poole. 

When Poole wanted to seize the ammunition and car to look at 
their possible link to the Wallace murder, he says he was rebuked. 
He claims that higher-ups in the department urged him to let Mack 
go down for the bank robbery and to leave the Wallace case alone. 

"/ woulda told 'Pac not to stomp out Orlando, toldPufy and Bigabout 
the Rampart scandal. "-The Game, "Start From Scratch" 

Enough was happening to keep Poole's hopes up. One ofMack's 
closest friends on the force, Rafael Perez, was being shadowed by 
Poole and others as part of a probe into improprieties in the Ram- 
part Division's antigang unit. Perez and fellow officers had been 
abusing their badges-allegedly beating down gang members already 
in custody, framing them for arrests, and in some cases, shaking them 
down for drugs. Perez was suspected of selling drugs that he stole 
from LAPD evidence. He and Mack had partied in Vegas a few nights 
after the bank heist. 

When Perez was arrested, the house of cards began to fall. Mack 
was sentenced to 14 years in prison in September 1999; meanwhile, 
Perez began talking to the D.A.'s office. He never turned on Mack. 
Instead, in more than 50 hours of testimony, Perez implicated 70 
other officers in what the public would soon know as the Rampart 
scandal. More than 100 criminal convictions were overturned because 
of his revelations of police misconduct. The city paid more than $40 
million in legal settlements. 

Fed up with what he saw as endless departmental roadblocks, 
Poole resigned from the force in October 1999 and sued the depart- 
ment a year later, claiming that his civil rights were violated. His law- 
suit was dismissed, but that didn't stop him from speaking out at 
every opportunity about how Wallace's murder investigation was 
thwarted. "The real truth has not come out yet, and I don't know if 
it will. . .ever," Poole said in 2003. "You're talking about corruption, 
shootings, assaults, planting of evidence. I'm just one guy, but 
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I was right in the middle of the stuff. It's one of those things where 
everybody wants to sugarcoat everything and save the city from lia- 
bility. But if they had been truthfiil up front, the public would have 
praised us for putting our own in prison." 

Since then, L.A. police chief Bernard Parks has been replaced 
by former NYPD commissioner William Bratton. There are those, 
like use law professor Erwin Chemerinsky, who claimed that Parks 
deliberately limited the scope of the Rampart investigarion. Parks 
has since been elected to the Los Angeles City Council and was 
recently a candidate for mayor. He, of course, denies any lack of zeal 
in pursuing police corruption. 

Though no one has succeeded in capturing Biggie's murderer, the 
family continues to fight for justice. His mother, Voletta Wallace, his 
widow. Faith Evans, and his daughter T'Yanna's mother, Florence 
Jackson (also called Jan), filed a federal lawsuit three years ago against 
the city of Los Angeles and former LAPD chiefs Bernard Parks, Bayan 
Lewis, and Willie Williams, ciring "deliberate indifference" to Wal- 
lace's murder investigation. Poole worked with the family, which 
points to his experiences— the investigatory frustrations, the leads not 
followed— as evidence of a larger conspiracy. 

A motion to have the suit dismissed was denied by federal judge 
Florence-Marie Cooper. At press time, the trial date for the civil suit 
was April 12 (it has been postponed twice to allow the Wallace fam- 
ily's attorneys more time for discovery). 

All three women were unavailable for comment, but their lead 
attorney. Perry Sanders, has plenty to say on their behalf "The case 
is a civil rights lawsuit against the city and against the cops," he says. 
"So we've streamlined the case to make sure that no one can get the 
jury confused about what this is really about." 

According to the Los Angeles Times' Chuck Philips, the FBI was 
re-examining the case as of a year ago, looking very closely at Poole's 
theories. Mack and Muhammad, for their part, have repeatedly 
denied involvement in Wallace's murder or any ties to Death Row 
Records. Mack and Muhammad were initially named in the civil 
suit, but after giving a deposition, Muhammad's name was dropped 
from the complaint. But Mack's name remains in the suit, and 
Sanders has not ruled out calling him to the stand. 

"Canapolice department get away with what we have claimed is 
a practice of allowing people on their force to work for gangsters and 
to be part of things like the Rampart deal?" Sanders asks. "We think 
the answer to that is no, and we're trying to hold them accountable." 



Perhaps the biggest irony is that Wallace and Combs were report- 
edly under federal investigation at the time of Biggie's death. Lil' 
Cease, D-Roc, and Shane have all noted that they were shown sur- 
veillance photos by the cops that were taken during their stay in Los 
Angeles. In one case, according to Shane, there were photos taken 
10 minutes before Wallace was shot. "From the pictures, somebody 
was following somebody," Shane says, describing a photo of him. 
Combs, and a person Shane claims was possibly Muhammad. "I said 
to the police. You see this picture right here, this is the guy. But it's 
cheaper to let a murderer go free than to admit they botched this 
case. You have someone who looks like a person at the murder scene 
who might have shot the weapon and actually killed, and you never 
bring this individual in?" 

Eight years. No answers. It's no longer just about police fuck-ups 
and reluctant witnesses. It's become easier to play songs on March 
9th and reminisce over the slain rapper than to get to the nitty gritty 

''THE SPIRITS ARE CALLING FROM 
THE GRAVE TO LET THIS BE KNOWN. 

irS ON MY CONSCIENCE/' 

ofwhy and how he was killed. The most compelling reason for reopen- 
ing the investigation is how many people, from direct witnesses to 
frustrated police officers, still believe Wallace's murder can be solved. 
The question is whether Miss Wallace's multimillion-dollar lawsuit— 
or time and guilt-will compel people forward. 

Ladd and Brennan cast doubt on Poole's theory of police culpa- 
bility. "His main informant is a crook," Brennan says. But they do agree 
that the murder is eminently solvable. "There are so many agencies 
that have delved into this investigation in one way or another," Ladd 
says. "And none of them ever sat down at a table and compared notes." 

As far as Shane is concemed, it's not about who gets credit for solv- 
ing the murder or bringing the perps to justice. It's about honoring 
the dead. He may or may not be testifying at Wallace's civil trial, but 
he's ready to speak his piece. "The spirits are calling from the grave to 
let this be known," says Shane. "It's on my conscience, it's on my 
mind, and it's something that needs to be told. People are turning 
over in their graves behind this shit." 

Coker is the author oJVH^mA^VA&lE: The Life, Death, and 
Afterlife of the Notorious B.I.G. (Three Rivers). □ 
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DOWN WITH THE KING: 

Jam Master Jay passes 
the time while traveling 
between Virginia and 
New York, circa 1986. 
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OURNING SO 



It's been nearly three years since jammaster jay was shot dead, and the police have barely scratched the surface 
in their investigation. And while the case remains open, the murderer is still at large, keith murphy pays a call on 
Jason Mizell's mother as she searches for answers. 




onnie Mizell-Perry will tell anyone who'll lis- 
ten that her son deserved better. She will tell 
you that Jason Mizell's life, which was cut 
short at age 37 on the night of October 30, 
2002, should not only be mourned because 
of his storied public life as Jam Master Jay- 
DJ, producer, and the heart of iconic hip hop 
giant Run-DMC, but also because, "Jay was 
all about love." // Unfortunately, even a 
mother's love isn't enough to bring Jay's killer to justice or to reveal 
the truth about who killed the father of three. As we go to press, no 
one has been charged with the crime, though there have been unsub- 
stantiated reports that Mizell was involved in drug deals and shady 
business dealings. Ms. Mizell-Perry, however, spends her days trying 
to keep Jay's good name alive. Later this year, the Jam Masterjay Foun- 
dation for Youth Inc. will be auctioning off the J-WH I P, a customized 
2003 GMC van boasting about 340 celebrity autographs, from P. 
Diddy and Mos Def to Kanye West and Al Sharpton, that will raise 
money fora college fund dedicated to low-income high school seniors. 
According to his mother, that's the way Jay would have wanted it. 

VIBE: The investigation into your son's murder seems to have 
produced very few clues. Have the detectives working the case 
given you any indication of new leads? 

Connie Mizell-Perry: I really can't discuss it because it's still an ongo- 
ing investigation. I don't want to interfere. I just have to wait and 
be faithful to God. 

But Jam Master Jay was such a beloved figure in his Hollis, Queens, 
neighborhood. You'd think that someone would step up to the plate. 

If people who have information are treating the police the same way 
they are treating us, then I couldn't say. I don't know who killed 
my son. But I have faith that justice will be done, now or at the killer's 
own death. 

Did your family ever fear for their own safety, especially since Jay's 
murderer has yet to be found? 

I was never afraid. Yes, my daughter came out to stay with me in North 
Carolina, but she was never afraid. She came to get herself together, 
and she stayed two months, but she's been in the city ever since. My 
son Marvin still lives in the city. If we were hiding out from fright, 
we wouldn't be back in New York. 

One person who has not talked much about Jay's murder is his widow. 



TerrI Mizell. She's also pretty guarded about her whereabouts. 
How often do you speak to her? 

I haven't seen Terri, but I heard from her last week on Jay's birth- 
day. That was the first time I spoke to her since last May. As far as 
how Terri is holding up, I can't say. She says that she needs to get her- 
self together. People grieve differently. 

There were some theories that suggested that he could have been killed 
as a result of a drug deal gone wrong. Is that possible? 

I never believed it. What bothered me is how can so many have 
said so many positive things, and yet, some people believe the worst. 
But I do believe that whoever started the drug rumor was trying to 
push the investigation away from the true facts. 
There were also reports that Jay was heavily in debt Was your son 
treated unfairly by the media because of his affiliation with hip hop? 
Well, it seems like the fu^t thing the New York Post thought of when 

""I HAVE FAITH THAT JUSTICE 
WILL BE DONE, NOW OR AT 
THE KILLER'S OWN DEATH.'* 

he died was that he supposedly owed more than $200,000 in taxes. 
Ifjason didn't die, they would never have published that. 
One positive development that has come out of Jay's death is the Jam 
Master Jay Foundation for Youth Inc. 

Yes, we are trying to support his legacy by trying to do some positive 
things because the media started being so negative. We want to help 
children do better, and that's what Jason's legacy is about. 
On another note, are you ever overwhelmed when you think of your 
son as part of music history? 

Well, my son was a star all of his life. He was neverjam Masterjay to 
me or the family. He was Jason. When they called him Jam Master 
Jay, I would ask them who were they talking about [laughs]. I wasn't 
a rap fan. But I got to go to a lot of places with him because I was his 
first lady until he got married. I remember going to the [Nassau Vet- 
erans Memorial] Coliseum, and going to Run-DMC's first feature 
length film [Tougher Than Leather]. The limo picked me up, and we 
came in style. But fame never changed Jason from who he was. 

The Hip-Hop Summit Youth Council's "Hip-Hop 4 Peace" project is offer- 
ing a $250,000 reward for information leading to the conviction of Jay's 
murderer. Go to www.hhsyc.org. □ 
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PARENTAL ADVISORY 

TWEET has learned a few things about life, fame, and motherhood. Here, just in time for Mother's Day, she gives 
BILLY JOHNSON JR. seven rules that every young mother and child should follow. Photographs by Kareem Black 
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BEST FRIEND: 

Tweet (left) 
encourages her 
daughter, TaShawna, 
to spread her wings. 




It didn't take long for Tweet's "Oops (Oh My)" to become the self-love anthem of 2002. But while the sexually 
charged lyrics ("some kind of touch, caressing my legs, oh my") were surely suggesting the pleasures of self-satis- 
faction. Tweet maintained that the song was actually an ode to self-pride-as in learning to accept the beauty of 
her dark complexion. Maybe her PG-rated answer was inspired by her role as mommy to her 15-year-old daugh- 
ter, TaShawna. "We talk like girlfriends," Tweet says of their relationship. "She can always come and talk to me 
about anything." // Judging by the way they interact, jumping up and down on the bed or yucking it up like old 
pals at a slumber party. Tweet's approach to motherhood has been working so far. Young mothers and daughters 
take note: Here are a few things that Tweet, aka Charlene Keys, 34, had to learn the hard way. 



Rule#l 

You can fool some of the parents some of the time, but you can't fool all 
the parents all of the time. 

"I couldn't date or wear makeup or anything until I was 16," Tweet 
says. "So my friends used to bring the makeup to school. One time, 
I put on some eyeliner, and I went home without taking it off My 
mother had a fit. That's why I want to be able to talk to my daugh- 
ter and have her talk to me. I don't want her to feel like she has to 
sneak like I felt I had to do." 

Rule #2 

Jumping double Dutch Is better than fame. 

Like her mother during her teen years, TaShawna has a serious set of 
pipes. She performs with the Gulf Coast Community Choir, and she 
can be heard singing a duet with Tweet on "Two of Us," from Tweet's 
new album, It's Me Again. And although TaShawna has been scouted 
by music executives. Tweet insists on keeping her noncelebrity 
childhood intact. "I think children grow up too fast when they start 
early like that," she says. "She needs to live her life and not be a 
Michael Jackson or someone who started eady and didn't get to 
live as a young child-going to the prom, having friends, and being 
able to jump double Dutch. Plus, she doesn't want to get up to go 
to school in the moming now. So how is she going to be able to do 
interviews? She's not too young, but I want her to be able to make 
the decision on her own when she's older." 

Rule #3 

Boys are nice, but books are forever. 

According to Tweet, TaShawna's father is "married with four other 
kids and has never been around." Because Tweet understands that 
young relationships are apt to happen in time, she tells her daughter 
to make her grades number one now. "She knows she can't date until 
16. 1 think she was liking some senior in school, and I just let her know 
that you go to school for your subjects. Think about the boys later. It's 
okay to like somebody. It's okay to have a crush on someone, but stay 
in your books and get good grades, and then you can focus on boys." 

Rule #4 

Choosing a career amounts to having a Plan A that counts. 

Tweet saw her own knack with numbers as a key to her fijture pro- 
fession. If she wasn't singing, she says, she'd probably be an account- 
ant. "I can always walk up in an office and get a job doing something 
else," says Tweet, who graduated from high school after just three 
years. "I didn't want to bring a bad report card home because I knew 



how important it was to my mom and dad for me to be able to go to 
college. They weren't able to do that. Even if my daughter does get 
into this business down the line, it's not gonna last forever. A child 
needs to have a Plan A, and singing should just be Plan B." 

Rule #5 

God's plan trumps all. 

"I call Missy my guardian angel because God used her to rescue me 
from that,'' Tweet says, refening to a period of severe depression that 
had her contemplating suicide. After six years in a singing group that 
never found success, Tweet went back home to take care of her daugh- 
ter who was staying with Tweet's mom. "I wanted her to see me as a 
strong woman," she says. But she wasn't able to find a job. At one 
of her lowest moments, she got a call fi'om her old fiiend Missy Elliott, 
who wanted Tweet to sing background vocals on her album Miss 
E...S0 Addictive. Tweet sees reconnecting with the rap superstar as 
more than a chance meeting. "God is an amazing God," Tweet says, 
acknowledging divine intervention. "He allowed things to happen 
to me so I could see that it's only Him that I should depend on. 
Not on man or on situarions." 

Rule #6 

If you are happy with yourself, It doesn't matter what others think. 

"Before I came out with my first album [Southern Hummingbird], 
I was insecure about my skin color," says Tweet of her milk choco- 
late complexion. "I just woke up one day and was tired of feeling that 
way. It's like slapping God in the face. I'm happy with what God gave 
me. I was created in his image. So there's nothing wrong with me. 
TaShawna was telling me earlier how she doesn't like to dress a cer- 
tain way in school because people talk about her. You can't allow 
people to dictate who you are." 

Rule #7 

Mothers, think twice before playing the namegame: Your child will most 
likely take that moniker to the grave. 

"I took the 'T' from Tweet and added her father's name, Shawn, and 
we just added some 'a's," Tweet says, laughing out loud as she remem- 
bers how she came up with the name TaShawna. But Tweet had sec- 
ond thoughts when she saw a 20/20 report on how some employers 
discriminate against applicants with neo-generation African-Amer- 
ican names. "I think at 60 or even at 30, it may be a problem. If I had 
my mind right when I was 19, 1 probably wouldn't have named her 
TaShawna, even though it's a beauriful name to me. But I told her, 
It's your name, you got to live with it." □ 
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NO 
ORDINAR 
LOVE 

Behind every great man 
is an even greater woman. 
But these wives and 
soul mates know that 
tending the home fires 
for a famous rapper just 
seems like a fairy tale. 
The truth is far 
more fragile. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
DANA LIXENBERG 



>KIM PORTER 

Age: 32 

Hails from: Columbus, Ga. 
Boyfriend: Sean "P. Diddy" Combs 
Trade it afl: "PhYsically. I'm a 
supermogul's girlfriend. Spiritually, 
I'm P. Diddy's soul mate. But at the 
end of ttie day, we're nottiing 
more than in love." 

Photographed on the terrace 
at the Grand Hyatt Atlanta. 
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>AISHA ATKINS (facing page) 
Age: 28 

Hails from: Mollis, Queens 
Husband: Ja Rule 
Down-ass chick: "I love my 
husband, and I'm with him ride 
or die. Shoot, I wanted to start 
rapping about 50 Cent, tool" 

Photographed at their home in New Jersey, 
with (from left) daughter Brittney, 9; Aisha's 
sister Antoinette, 21; Aisha's mother Irma; 
son Jeffrey Jr., 4: and neighbor Benzino's 
daughter Col, 7. 
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>SHERLITA PATTON 

Age: 33 

Hails from: St. Louis, Mo. 
Husband: Big Boi 
The way you move: "IHe always 
tries to get me to dance on that 
stupid pole. I have before, but I'm 
not real good at stuff like that. 
The pole isn't in use anymore." 

Photographed at their home near Atlanta, 
with their Yorkshire terrier Chanel. 




> CHRISTINA CALLAWAY 
Age: 32 

Hails from: Charlotte, N.C. 
Husband: Cee-Lo 
Spend the night In your mind: 

"He's an intellectual type of person, 
so he likes to get in you with words, 
to freak you with words a little bit." 

Photographed at their home near Atlanta, 
with daughters Kalah, 12 (seated at left), and 
Sierra, IS (far right), and son Kingston, 4. 
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id, you're gonna be large. But it may not be through the obvious paths of writing rhymes and making beats. As rappers and producers 
continue to evolve into their own brands, their behind-the-scenes people are assuming surprising new responsibilities. In this special 
section on careers, Steve Stoute, a former crate carrier for Kid 'N Play, breaks down how he now interprets cool for corporate suits; 
members of Nelly's entourage share what they do to get paid in full; and we lay out how six lucky stiffs parlayed surprising opportunities 
for themselves, like testing video games for days on end or booking free shows In N.Y.C.'s Central Park. Plus, we'll put you on to jobs you 
didn't even know existed. Remember, work doesn't have to be a four-letter word. 
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THE CONNECTOR 

In the loud, boastful world of urban culture, STEVE stoute has become a quiet but powerful force. And big 
corporations are betting he can deliver more bang for their bucks, by hyun kim . Photograph by Jessica Wynne 



He's a mogul who doesn't own a company or produce a 
concrete product. His chief assets are his name, his 
ideas, and his Rolodex. High up in his Manhattan 
office, Stoute, 34, with his S. Carters pulled off, dis- 
cusses what it means to be a "brand architect"— some- 
one who builds, and sometimes rebuilds, the public perceptions 
of companies like Hewlett-Packard and Yahoo!- by exploiting his 
youth market sensibilities and his connections to the urban enter- 
tainment world. 

After nine years in the music industry-managing Nas, Mary J. 
Blige, and Eve, being a top record exec with several labels, and get- 
ting notoriously bopped with a champagne bottle by P. Diddy-Stoute 
partnered with Peter Amell in 1999 to form PASS, a Manhattan-based 
marketing and advertising firm that helped launch the insanely suc- 
cessful S. Carter Collection with Reebok, which influenced a string 
of other rapper-endorsed kicks. And we have PASS to thank forjustin 
Timberlake crooning in the McDonald's "I'm Lovin' It" campaign. 
Two years later, Stoute and Amell sold the company to Omnicom 
Group Inc. for an undisclosed sum. Now, Translation, an ad agency 
run by Stoute, has a minor partnership with Universal Music. Last 
year, he copped Power Broker of the Year honors at the annual VIBE 
Awards. Be afraid. Be very afraid. 

WHAT IS IT THAT YOU DO? 

Pufiy, Jay-Z, and Jermaine Dupri are walking a path by taking our 
culture, packaging it, and taking it to new places. There's always some- 
one behind them. That's me. I don't mind being that guy. There's 
longevity in it. 

HOW DOES YOUR AGENCY, TRANSLATION, DEFINE ITS MISSION? 

We translate popular culture for Fortune 500 companies. Remem- 
ber that some of these companies are so removed from the culture 
of cool, sexy, and exciting that they need agents of change. And I'll 
stay until they can sustain it on their own. 

50 YOU SPEAK TO WHATEVER POPULAR CULTURE IS OF THE MOMENT? 

Right. Don't call me the hip hop guy. 



the things I work on. I play for the right audience. People need to stop 
trying to do a hundred different things and pick what they do really 
well and own it, wear it, and master it. 

WHY DO A LOT OF URBAN MUSIC INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES WHO ENTER ADVERTISING 
END UP WITH MIXED RESULTS? 

People from the music industry who get into advertising and mar- 
keting do, like, street-team shit. What I do is brand architecture. I'll 
make a sustainable strategy to change a brand's perception to the 
new consumer. 

ANDWHOISTHAT? 

The new consumer is the one whose opinion shapes the company's 
bottom line. Every brand wants the teenager to say it's cool. But TV 
commercials don't work anymore. Michael Jordan made us all believe 
that if we put on a pair of Nikes, we'd jump to the moon. Those days 
are over. Now people buy sneakers to match their button-ups. 

SOME COMPANIES SEEM TO THINK THAT YOU REACH THAT NEW CONSUMER BY 
GETTING A HOT CELEBRITY TO ENDORSE YOUR PRODUCT. 

People think it's a quick fix. Having a celebrity drive passion and emo- 
tion without a movement around it that accentuates that point and 
perpetuates that statement will just lead to wasting your name. You 
didn't look at Sting sitting in the back of the Jaguar in "Desert Rose" 
as a celebrity. You saw a guy singing a passionate song in a Jaguar, and 
you got caught up in the emotional moment. And that drove people 
to that ad, to his album, and to that car— perfect execution. 

HOW DID YOU DO THAT FOR REEBOK? 

Three years ago, you walk in Reeboks, you're playing yourself "You 
was a Reebok vandal now you wear Chanel sandals / I made you, 
why would I play you ?" That was the death. And it tookJay-Z, 50 Cent, 
Pharrell, myself, strategy, making sure that retail saw us the right way, 
the Terry Tate commercials, Steve Francis, and Allen Iverson-it took 
an army that was lock-stepped to change the perception of that brand. 



WHAT'S THE CHIEF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
MUSIC BUSINESS AND THE ADVERTISING 
INDUSTRY? 

In the record business, first you're a 
nobody and you need hits to create 
yourself into a brand. But in the adver- 
tising business, you manufacture the 
perception that it is a brand. 

WHAT'S YOUR STRATEGY IN CREATING THOSE 
PERCEPTIONS? 

In the business ofbranding, I have many 
years of experience. I am passionate about 



STEVE STOUTE'S 10 
SECRETS OF SUCCESS 

> Learn to fall In love with the pain of hard work. 

> Know that that pain Is temporary. 

> Every day matters. 

> Return every phone call. 

> Don't let what you cannot do Interfere with what you 
can do. 

> To get what you want, you must do things you don't 
want to do. 

> Know what you don't know. 

> Respect the commodity of persistence. 

> The more successful you become, the more humble 
you should be. 

> If you respect someone's success, do not feel ashamed 
to Imitate their successful behavior. Jayson Rodriguez 



HOW INVOLVED ARE YOU IN THAT PROCESS? 

When I asked Jay-Z to believe in Reebok, 
I put my reputation on the line. I'm very 
involved. I'm very happy in my life right 
now, and I'm absolutely focused on what 
needs to be done. I can confidently pull 
off all that I've promised. 

HOW DOES WHAT YOU DO RELATE TO THE 
AVERAGE VIBE READER? 

It's our time. It's our generation's time 
to move the culture forward. Everybody 
has different lanes in which to do that. 
I have mine. It's my responsibility to my 
generation. 
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DREAM GIGS 

It requires more than just talent to score a job where you get to set your own hours and express your creative side. 
For these six groovy individuals, tenacity, people skills, and vision are the winning ingredients, by JUSTIN MONROE 




MATT FINGAZ 



LASHAWNNA STANLEY 



DAVID ROBINSON 



AGE: 


29 


35 


34 


HUSTU: 


VP of Operations, Beat Broker for Grown 
Man Music (Stat Quo's production team) 


President and CEO of Ethnicity Models 
Inc. 


Video Game Producer/Designer for 
NAMCO 


WHERE: 


New York City 


Miami 


Oakland, Calif. 


COUPS: 


Sold beats to JLI Llftjj' 
Ludacris, Busta '■iyTjc^ 
Rhymes, and 
G Unit. 


Booked models for videos by P. Diddy, 
R. Kelly, Ja Rule, Busta Rhymes, Ludacris, 
Nelly, and others. 


Designed and ^^kji^^ 
produced Crash WIK' 
Bandicoot: Crash 7_ (^l^th 


DAILY OPERATION: 


"1 customize beat CDs with music from 
all tfie GMM producers to play for rap- 
pers. 1 do runs, studio to studio, getting 
it to artists." 


Staying on top of the talent. 'You repre- 
sent people: If the model is late, the 
client blames you; If she gains weight, 
the client blames you." 


"Nothing beats being able to roll in at 11 
o'clock. But the work has to get done." 




"Intornino at TUT DornrHc 3nH Dolatiuitu 
IMlcl lini)^ dl IVI KCLUI U3 dllU ItcldllVliy, 

deejaying, and starting my own Inde- 
pendent record label." 


nUIUIIIIdl ^HV^Ni^^^^V 

training, just an tfSC^o"-^ 
amazing eye for ^iS^j^ 
beauty." ^fe. 


"It'c nnt ahmit Ha0rooc 3II I'uD 

watched lots of kids come in at 16, 17 
with hustle, and they're making $70,000 
or $80,000 before they're 25." 


PERSONALITY TRAITS: 


"Be simple and direct. You need to be 
able to tell an artist what type of vision 
you see for him on a certain song." 


'Friendly, patient, resourceful, and self- 
sufficient. You also have to have integrity 
because you are trusted with lots of 
money. Stand for something or people 
will try to have you involved in all sorts 
of not-so-positive situations." 


"You deal with a lot of people who are-l 
use this as a term of endearment-nerds. 
Nerds are very quiet, very unassuming, 
very shy, and to communicate with them, 
you can't be gruff or assertive." 


SECRETS OF SUCCESS: 


"It helps to be sophisticated and intelli- 
gent: know how to carry yourself in a 
corporate office." 


'You can't be a pushover, but you also 
can't be too much of a bitch." 


"If you can play a game for three days 
straight in the test department without 
leaving your chair, then you've got the 
mettle to be a game professional." 


THE GOOD: 


"I've been to Norway, England, Germany, 
Amsterdam. I've met Ralph Lauren and 
Dr. Dre. It's teaching me more about life 
than just music." 


"You get to travel, meet lots of people, 
and become a part of the entertainment 
industry." 


"You can come in dressed like a slob. And 
you'll get the first copy of every game 
sold, every console." 


THE BAD: 


"There's no health insurance. There's no 
check every other week unless you're 
working at a label." 


"Models blame you when they don't get 
work. Clients choose which models they 
like tor their job. It's not my fault if 
clients like one more than others." 


"If you don't have a girlfriend or a wife 
before you become a game designer, 
you won't. And more often than not, 
anybody who's married when they come 



In gets divorced.' 



CAN'T 



Jobs In entertainment come in all forms. You just gotta 
get in where you fit in. By Angle Romero 



RECORD CRATE CARRIER Helps DJs transport their most prized possessions. STREET- 
TEAM REP Poster-hanging foot soldier, generating buzz, production assistant Gofer 
tor videos and films-does the dirty work, body double Can function as security as 
well as stuntman. Just ask Saddam. TANNING SPECIALIST Produces that sun-kissed 
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Illustrations by PAUL CORIO 



NAME: 

AGE: 
HUSTLE: 

WHERE: 

COUPS: 



DAILY OPERATION: 



TRAINING: 



PERSONALITY TRAITS: 



SECRETS OF SUCCESS: 



THE GOOD: 



THE BAD: 





JEFFSTAPLE 



ERIKA ELLIOTT 



MIKE THOMPSON 



30 



30 



36 



Creative Director for his own Staple 
Design 



Talent buyer, City Parks Foundation for 

Central Park SummerStage 



Illustrator 



New York City 



New York City 



Collabos with Nike. New Balance, 
Reebok, and Puma. Jeff visited Nike 
headquarters in Beaverton. Ore., to give 
feedback to designers like Tinker Hat- 
field, who he'd "literally worshipped." 



Bringing free 
concerts to the park 
every summer. 



Beltsvllle, Md. 




Painting appeared in Kanye West's "Jesus 
Walks" video. Currently working on cover 
art for NFL Street 2 for the PSP. 



"You need to stay super 
up-to-date on trends 
and what's coming years 
ahead of schedule." 




"We get thousands upon thousands of 
submissions every year for basically 30 
to 50 shows. I have to actually listen and 
respond to all of them." 



"I don't have to clock in at a particular 
time. If I'm working on a piece with a 
killer deadline, I'll stay up all night." 



"A good understanding of product 
design and working in three-dimensional 
space. Footwear companies are looking 
for skills in ergonomics or automotive 
design as well." 



"Educate yourself about the music scene, 
get to know the artists, and research the 
venues you'd want to work for." 



"I went to the University of Maryland in 
College Park and majored in graphic 
design. The main thing is to get a style 
down. The other thing is to get the work." 



"Professionalism and accountability. 
You're a great street artist, and you catch 
ill bombs on the L train. That's nice, but If 
you can't make a deadline, go fuck 
yourself." 



"You need to be able to communicate 
and deal with problems despite lan- 
guage, gender, and cultural barriers." 



"Making deadlines. Creativity and your 
actual raw talent are almost secondary." 



"Find somebody who thinks you have 
potential and who'll be your champion. 
Work for them until you can get put on 
somewhere." 



"You've got to be really tenacious. If you 
don't make sure that you have the piece 
done when it's supposed to be done and 
move on to the next one, you're not 
eating-and your wife is barking down 
your neck." 

"You can have a Web site or get a book 
together of the stuff that you've done, 
but you need to continually reinforce 
your contacts." 



"My childhood hobby has turned into a 
form of income." 



"You're able to present artists that you 
really respect, that are historic." 



"Being able to do 
what you love and 
get paid for it." 




"As the designer, kids ask me, 'Yo, why 
didn't you do that shit in, like, olive 
green? Why didn't you add the splatter 
over there?'" 



"Ninety-nine percent of submissions are 
rejected based on the volume. The 
process is daunting, and you feel bad." 



"Not getting a steady paycheck Is a rough 
deal. You have to make sure you have 
money coming in." 



effect all year round, celebrity aesthetician Performs manis. pedis, waxings, and facials, butler Holds umbrellas and makes life elegant for the right folks. 
MAKEUP artist Transforms ordinary-looking people into airbrushed perfection, colon cleanser Drains celebrity plumbing for a supposed leaner look, fan 
handler Creates and manages fan clubs, chef Pleases the palate faster than you can say the South Beach Diet, director of hospitality services Makes 
sure talent's hotel/dressing rooms are stocked by request, gold-fronts designer Specialized jewelers hooking up the 'hood's grills. 
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MYTH UNDERSTOOD 

MARCIA BENCH, author of Career Coaching: 
An Insider's Guide, breaks down the 
untruths of the job hunt. 



MYTH: There are no jobs 
available. 

REALITY: "RegarcJIess of the 
economy, there are oppor- 
tunities out there. They 
may not look exactly as you 
expect, but that doesn't 
mean you have to compro- 
mise your financial goals." 

MYTH: The most qualified 
Individual gets the job. 
REALITY: "The chemlstry 
element, the ability to 
solve problems, and enthu- 
siasm go a long way in the 
interview process." 

MYTH: Want ads and Web 
sites are the best sources 
for openings. 
REALITY: "The most Com- 
mon mistake is relying 



strictly on the published 
job market." 

MYTH: I can't get work 
without prior experience. 
REALITY: "show that you 
have related accomplish- 
ments in another industry 
that you can transfer. Be 
well informed." 

MYTH: There's only one job 
out there for me. 
REALITY: "Develop flexibil- 
ity and career self-man- 
agement rather than 
looking for one occupa- 
tion. Manage your career 
as though it were your 
own business and plan 
on making a number of 
changes along the way." 

Clover Hope 



STRICTLY BUSINESS 

TRACEY WAPLES is One of the top women in the male- 
dominated music industry. How did she do it? 



Tracey Waples icnows about sec- 
ond chances. In 1989, Andre 
Harrell saw potential in the then 
18-year-old Jersey girl and groomed her 
fora slot as his protege at Uptown. She 
had a great rapport with artists and an 
intrinsic understanding of hip hop. 
When she declined, Sean "Puffy" 
Combs took the job instead. "Andre 
wanted me to work with him while I 
was in school, but I just wasn't focused," 
says Waples, now 33, over rum and Diet 
Cokes at Manhattan's Time Hotel. 
Dressed simply in jeans and a sweater, 
with her curly brown hair cascading to 
her shoulders, she seems way more laid- 
back than her Making the Band 2 per- 
sona: the take-no-shit record exec. 

A year into college, Waples had a 
change of heart and joined Defjam. 
"When I got there, the label was on half 
a leg," she says. "Uptown was scorch- 
ing. They were trying to figure out how 
to get the crown back, and I was from 
the Uptown camp." Russell Simmons 
handpicked Waples fora management 
position in A&R, alienating some of 
her more seasoned peers. 

Undaunted, Waples dove into her 
responsibilities. She was instrumental 
in bringing Redman to ■ » 

the label and also signed 
Method Man. Her col- 
leagues soon learned to 
appreciate her profes- 4- 
sional style and focus. 
"People like Tracey, who 
are dynamic and suc- 
cessfial, tend to create 
fans as well as people who 
are less than enthused 
about them. That's what 
it means to be success- 
fijl," says GaryJ. Harris, a 
former Defjam promo- 
tions director. 



After she climbed to senior director 
of A&R, Waples bounced, following 
the money to stints at Capitol, Inter- 
scope, and Columbia, and then work- 
ing with Mariah Carey's management 
team before settling in at Bad Boy in 
2000 as VP of marketing. 

There, Waples worked closely with 
P. Diddy, whose flamboyance masks 
a relentless work ethic. "PutTis crazy. 
He'd call me at four in the morning," 
she says. Waples soon ascended to 
general manager-but that wouldn't 
last. While Waples refers to Diddy as 
family, she left Bad Boy in 2004. "I 
had no support," she says. "I felt I had 
to assume total responsibility for 
everything, because I didn't have the 
money to motivate my staff" 

Waples left without having anoth- 
er job. She read inspirational books 
for two months before freelancing for 
Jay-Z's Best of Both Worlds tour, 
which led to an executive position as 
senior VP of marketing at Jigga- 
helmed Defjam. "God puts you where 
you're supposed to be," Waples says 
of her career journey. She smiles and 
relaxes, knowing her faith and hard 
work is paying off. ImaniA. Dawson 




VOCAL PRODUCTION ASSISTANT A producer's right hand, works with Pro Tools and keeps artists on key. LIGHTING DESIGNER Performs electric wizardry to match 
an artist's performance needs, hiphoparazzo Hits up every event to photograph hip hop celebrities, media coach Trains artists on how to act and speak in 
front of the press, ringtone composer Cuts and arranges ditties for the tiny speakers built into cell phones, voiceover artist Helps bring your favorite 
cartoon and video game characters to life, a&r administrator Books studios and arranges travel during recording for rappers, singers, and producers. 
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CREN LOVE 

If you can't get a record deal yourself, you can always try to roll with a famous rapper's entourage and catch a little 
leftover Stardust. We asked members of nelly's crew to break down their job descrips. 





MEET: Stephen "Grip" 
Williams, traveling 
personal assistant 

WHAT DO YOU 00? I get 

his bags on the bus and 
have the itinerary 
together. I may call the 
hotel to make sure they 
have the same room or a 
room close to what 
Nelly's normally used to 
getting. It's whatever he 
needs, from getting socks 
and drawers to picking 
up a million-dollar check. 

MOST EXTRAVAGANT 

PERK? A Dodge Magnum. 
I paid my rent up for all of 
2005. Also, I got my 
grandmother a clothes 
dryer tor Christmas. 

HOWMANVVEARS ON 

THE JOB? I've known him 
at least 15 years, but I 
really started working 
with him in 2001, when it 
really got crazy. 

WHAT'S NEXT? I wouldn't 

mind road-managing 
the group. Then start a 
landscaping and snow- 
removal company. 



MEET: Mark Miller, 

tour bus driver 

WHAT DO YOU DO? 

I have to get him from 
point A to point Band 
maintain and make sure 
the bus is clean. It's a 
45-foot Prevost. so it's 
a full-time job to keep it 
clean. If I can, I also do 
mechanical repairs. I'll 
maintain the power 
generator, change the 
oil and filters, central air 
unit, and things like that. 

MOST EXTRAVAGANT 

PERK? A 2004 Corvette 
and 2002 Porsche 
Boxster. 

ACCIDENTS ON THE 

ROAD? I was going down 
Interstate 40 in New 
Mexico when the left 
front steering tire blew 
out. I came upon the 
other side of the road 
going the opposite 
direction and drove in 
between two semi- 
tractor trailers. 

WHAT'S NEXT? I WOUld 

like to start my bus 
company, but that's a lot 
of money 



MEET: Ashaki Meycrs, 

assistant to Nelly's 
manager and stylist 
WHAT DO YOU DO? Day- 
to-day stuff. I deal with 
the label for the artists, 
and style them. Also, I 
plan their parties. 

MOST EXTRAVAGANT 
PERK? A $5,000 Franck 
Muller watch. 

HOW MANY YEARS ON 
THE JOB? About seven. 
I've been with them since 
before they were known 
to the world. 

WHAT'S NEXT? Just 

continue what I'm doing, 
but I want to get my own 
artists and have a 
management company 
And my passion is 
styling, so before it's 
over, I want to have my 
own styling company 
with a whole crew of 
my own. 



MEET: cedell"3" 
Smalls, home personal 
assistant 

WHAT 00 YOU DO? 

Whatever involves a car. 
I do the wheel purchas- 
ing for him and picking 
up and dropping off of 
vehicles for servicing. 
I also take care of all 
the houses in terms of 
repairs, make sure there 
are groceries, and take 
care of the dogs. If 
someone needs to 
contact him, they 
call me. 

MOST EXTRAVAGANT 

PERK: Spoiling my 1-year- 
old daughter. 

HOW MANY YEARS ON 

THE JOB? Five. I've been 
knowing him for at least 
20 years. He wrote 
Country Grammar in my 
basement while he was 
living with me. 

WHAT'S NEXT? We just 

started Derrty Ent. 
Riders, a motorcycle club. 
I'm also a certified air 
conditioner technician 
and mechanic. In case 
things don't work out. 



MEET: Brian "Big B" 
Jones, the bodyguard 

MOST DANGEROUS 

MOMENT? We were in 
Arizona, and someone 
pulled out a butcher 
knife in the hotel lobby. 
I just started stomping 
him out, and then 
someone called the 
police. 

MOST EXTRAVAGANT 

PERK? A house and a 
black 2003 Cadillac EXT 
with 23-inch MOMOs. 

HOW MANY YEARS ON 

THE JOB? Ever since he 
started. He hired me 
full-time in 1999. 

WHAT'S NEXT? I Want tO 

buy me a couple tow 
trucks and just tow cars. 
Also. I'd open a nightclub 
where people could 
come enjoy themselves. 



MUSIC SUPERVISOR/SOUNDTRACK COORDINATOR Negotiates and licenses music for movies, hip hop dvd producer Makes street DVD magazines with a rap 
listener in mind. GHOSTWRITER Gets paid to churn out perfect couplets, but without the fame, photo agent Reps photographers and hooks up the media 
with available pictures, event planner Throws the parties you can't get into, finance manager Makes that paper last a lifetime, charity event 
ORGANIZER Collects Checks from the rich for a good cause, film festival director Scouts movies and creates buzz for each flick. □ 
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Leaning back in the North African desert. AIek Wek styles this summer's most sophisticated new looks. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALBERT WATSON // STYLING BY JOHN MOORE 
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AZZURE 

Denim delights 



FOUNDED: 1999, by New Yorkers 
Ruben Campos and Ralph 
Reynolds 

HEAD DESIGNER: Pel 
CLASSIC STYLE: Casual apparel 
with a disco- and garage-style 
twist 

COLLECTIONS: Azzure 
BEST PLACES TO ROCK THE 
LOOK: Anytime you feel like 
droppin' it like it's hot 
THIS SEASON'S SIGNATURE 
PIECE: Distressed blue jeans 

Diana Oberlander 




"We are wash 
masters and do 
the right fit for the 
right person and 
the right occasion," 
says Azzure 
cofounder Ralph 
Reynolds. 



Gingaset, 

$150. 
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Bluebell leather 
zip-top office tote, 
$695. 



Raven- 
Symone 




Burberry 

Mad for plaid 

FOUNDED: 1856 by Thomas 
Burberry in Hampshire, England 
HEAD DESIGNER: Christopher 
Bailey 

CLASSIC STYLE: Red, tan, 
black, and white plaid pattern 
accessories 

COLLECTIONS: Burberry London, 
Burberry Prorsum 
BEST PLACES TO ROCK THE 

LOOK: High-powered business 
meeting; shopping on Madison 
Avenue 

THIS SEASON'S SIGNATURE 
PIECE: Tartan-lined trench 
raincoat in a bold color. D.O. 
See THE DETAILS, page 148. 



"The philosophy 
behind Burberry is 
the combination of 
very traditional, 
classic, and sartorial 
style with a modern 
edge," says designer 
Christopher Bailey. 
"We take inspiration 
and reference from 
current popular 
culture." 
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REVOLUTIONS 



MARIAH CAREY 

THE EMANCIPATION OF MIMI 

ISUND 

BY DIMITRI EHRLICH 
Illustration by VUKO SHIMIZU 



Ti 



' hroughout her career, Mariah Carey has been a lot of things to a lot of 
people. But, from her early years as the ear-shattering, all-American 
princess to her most recent position as the queen of the rumor mill, Carey's 
overwhelming vocal ability and knack for crossing boundaries to appeal to a 
diverse hip pop and R&B audience have not changed. She's also unusually 
resilient, and her latest album-r/ie Emancipation ofMimi- (continued on next page) 




> revolutions 



continues the public therapy that began not long after her hospitaliza- 
tion for "exhaustion" in 2001. 

Mimi pulls Carey in two opposite directions. Most of the tracks find her 
paired with the hottest hip hop producers of the day; there, she exercises 
restraint and settles into a groove. But on the rest, she does what comes 
most naturally to her-belting to her heart's desire, perhaps to mollify 
those who don't care much for her detours into raunchier rap territory. 

The first single. "It's Lil<e That," is an aggressive, off-l<ilter joint with 
a harshly stiff beat, produced by Jermaine Dupri. Obviously, this is the 
kind of tune that's going to solidify her comeback to the MTV crowd. 
Carey's voice adds a thick layer of gloss to Dupri's heavy bass. Her 
phrasing is more staccato than ever, and her interplay with late-night 
New York radio personality Fatman Scoop on the outro gives this song 
a credible hip hop feel. A more typical R&B composition from Dupri is 
"We Belong Together," a broken-hearted lament for lost love. Here, 
Carey's vocals ride in and out of a kick-drum, finger-snap-driven track. 
The hip hop, slow-jam hybrid (a la Lil Jon's "Lovers & Friends"), com- 
bined with her bottle-breaking high notes, creates an appeal that will 
cut across generations. 

Joints like the funky break-up song "Shake It Off" and the Twista- 
assisted street jam "One and Only" prove Carey's continuing hip hop 
affinity. But her vocal pyrotechnics push the boundaries of that genre 

while keeping more conservative 

Mimi pulls Carey heads in the loop. And nothing on 

in two opposite this album says that more than 
^ j 1*0 Q'^ j 0 n S Neptunes-produced "Say 

Somethin'," a musical oddity 
marked by strange instrumentation, weird melodic shifts, hectic drum 
patterns, and Carey's upper-octave doodles. As she coyly sings, "If it's 
worth your while, say something good to me," Snoop Dogg mutters 
about getting buckwild. 

Meanwhile, "Mine Again" is sure to resonate with the old guard 
and give the new generation another Carey groove to emulate. The 
track starts out as a ballad-just Carey, accompanied by an electric 
keyboard and a rhythmic vinyl sound-then builds into a traditional 
gospel R&B song. It's a heartfelt performance that's more emotionally 
honest than other songs here. The slightly jazzy "Fly Like a Bird" is 
another down-home production that's a cry for unconditional love. Its 
inspirational message allows Carey to fully exercise her vocal acrobat- 
ics, proving that she can still blow her army of imitators off a stage. 

Although she botched that crazy, sexy, cool approach with her two 
previous efforts (Channftrace/et and Glitter), Mariah gets back to her 
winning formula with Mimi. Her yin and yang method, with its schizo- 
phrenic mix of the '80s 
and 21st-century hip hop, 
works wonders for Eman- 
cipation. So if she wants to 
continue brandishing her 
gift for over-the-top 
expression and capitaliz- 
ing on savvy collabora- 
tions with today's hottest 
stars, she should go right 
ahead. Her fans are still 
craving it. 
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SLIM THUG 

ALREADY PLATINUM 

INTERSCOPE 

H-town's number-one stunna 
didn't screw up his debut. 



With enough street bravado 
and smooth charisma to 
fill every inch of his 6'6" 
frame, SHm Thug is finally releas- 
ing his oft-delayed debut. Already 
Platinum. Stacked with a gang of 
explicit and infectious cuts, the 
album is sure to help the baritone- 
voiced MC standout. 

A luminary of Houston's lucra- 
tive underground scene, Slim boasts 
about his lavish lifestyle on the tuba- 
heavy lead single, "Like a Boss." 
And on the stadium crowd- 
pleasing "Love This Game," 
he declares, "I'm the big tick- 
et, tlie new franchise. Check 
my stats, I ball harder than 
them other guys." 

But not without help. 
Slim is backed by an all-star 



EXTRA! 
EXTRA! 



Dr. Ore 
made a 
surprise 
visit to one 
of Slim's 
recording 
sessions. 



roster of guests-Lil Jon, Snoop 
Dogg, Ludacris, and T.L-but they 
don't overshadow his larger-than- 
life persona. With his leisurely 
vocals, Slim creates a Snoop-esque 
chemistry with Pharrell on the title 
track and makes the best of Jazze 
Pha's pimpalicious sound on 
"Incredible Feeling.' 

Slim's worldly sensibilities 
make the pensive 
moments on the album 
both heartfelt ("Dedicate") 
and heady ("The Inter- 
view"). All the while, he 
keeps his Teflon status 
intact-without telling any 
tall tales. Rondell Conway 
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FREE AGENT 
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> NAME: HAWK {ni Robert Tolson) 

>AGE: 27 

> HOMETOWN: Providence, R.I. 

>GENRE: Hip hop 

> FAVORITE ALBUM: It Was Written, Nas 

> DREAM COLLABO: Donell Jones 

For 13 years. Hawk flew under the radar, 
hustling on the streets of Providence, 
R.I.. and promoting his rhymes through 
the mixtapes he sold to supplement his 
daily grind. But a year ago, he left all 
that behind and moved to Miami for a safer, more promising 
lifestyle, "l got kids, so I got to be responsible," he says. 

In MIA, Hawk was introduced to superproducer Scott Storch by 
a mutual friend and took advantage of the moment to spit some 
choice rhymes. Storch was so impressed by his style he decided to 
help Hawk put together a demo with a handshake understanding. 

On one resulting collaboration, "Don't Lose Me," Hawk shows 
off his smooth lyrical delivery and sums up his newfound assur- 
ance: "I'm one-of-a-kind / Boss man / True to this game / Smoth- 
ered in grime / I ain't new to this game." With such confidence, 
this bird should soon be flying high. Georgette Cline 

> BE THE JUDGE: Hear tracks at vibe.com. 
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Check out the latest ring tones from 
your favorite artists at moblle.vlbe.com. 
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Reggae Riddims & Reality by rob kenner 



LEELA JAMES 

A CHANGE IS GONNA COME 

WARNER BROS. 

This California girl has an old 
soul and a big voice. 

Leela James has flink, soul, and 
a whole lotta church in those 
mighty pipes. On her stirring 
debut, James's husky vocals ring out 
like a thunderous prayer for love 
finally answered. 

"Can we just put the thongs away 
and fall back in love with music?" she 
cries out on the mid-tempo throw- 
back "Music." "We don't sing no 
more, where's the music gone?" 
James then proceeds to look within 
for the answers, oftering a collection 
of grown-folks R&B. And 
she keeps good company: 
On "Ghetto," a take-no- 
mess James is joined by 
Vi^clcf Jean, while Raphael 
Saadiq backs her on the fes- 
tive "Soulfood" and funky, 
sparse "Rain." Kanye West 




EXTRA! 
EXTRA! 



James's 
album title 
comes 
from the 
classic Sam 
Cooke 
song. 



adds his magic to fierce anthems 
"Didn't I" and "It's Alright." The 
James Poyser and Vikter Duplaix- 
produced "My Joy" is a redemption 
song on which James refuses to let 
another break her spirit. 

Her convincing cover of "A 
Change Is Gonna Come" would 
surely make Sam Cooke proud, 
though she could have done with- 
out remaking No Doubt's 
"Don't Speak." But the con- 
fessional "Mistreating Me" 
simultaneously empowers 
and gives goose bumps as 
James promises to love her- 
self first. As she should. 

Laura Checkoway 





BLOCK BUSTERS 

ooming in on the latest music DVDs 



KtNGSTON TO KING OF THE DANCEHAU: A 
COLLECTION OF DANCEH ALL FAVORITES {EM\) 

Beenie Man somberly recalls the death of 
a friend just one month after his own near-fatal 
car crash. 

A music executive's overzealous VHl's 
DnVen-style recollection seems forced. 

SOUNDZ OF SPIRIT 

(Urbanworks Entertainment) 

A charming KRS-One champions 
spirituality, along with insightful commentary 
from Cee-Lo and Talib Kweli. 

without a narrator, interviews from less 
heralded artists get lost in the shuffle. 

MILES ELECTRIC: A DIFFERENT KIND OF BLUB 

(Eagle Eye) 

First-hand accounts from Miles Davis's 
band members, such as Herbie Hancock and 
Chick Corea. 

The 38-minute set from the famed 1970 
Isle of Wight Festival is a bit too charged for 
jazz novices. Jayson Rodriguez 



Macka 
Diamond 



Maybe diamonds really are forever. Witness the artist formerly 
known as Lady Mackerel, who was on the verge of abandoning 
her 15-year career in dancehall, when she decided to flip her 
alias to evoke glaciers of ice. "MACKA DIAMOND was the last 
try for me." she recalls in her hotel near New York's JFK Airport. 
"I left music and did all sorts of things that just weren't working 
out. So I came back to music with a new name." 

Before her makeover. Lady Mackerel borrowed her name from 
Major Mackerel and ran with it on "Don Gal," the all-girls remake 
of Major's "Don Bon." And she later 
joined Queen Paula to answer Beenie 
Man's "Ole Dawg" by taunting, "Hot gal 
like we / No want no old dog fi come 
bite we." All the while, she remained a 
diamond in the rough, until her break- 
out came with "Tek Con," a brazen 
response to Vybz Kartel's bedroom- 
bully anthem "Tekk Buddy"-though 
she hastens to point out, "It's not that 
I hated the song." After all, she and 
Vybz Kartel both grew up in Portmore, 
Jamaica, 15 miles southwest of 
Kingston. "I just needed a song, and 
that was the ideal song for me to do a 
counteraction to. And the ladies were 
all saying, "Do it! Do it!'" 

she was greeted with even more 
support on her follow-up cut, "Done 
a Ready," which became one of the 
biggest hits on Christopher Birch's massive "Thrilla" riddim. 
Thanks to Macka's exasperated, teeth-sucking delivery, prema- 
ture ejaculation never sounded so hilarious, and she was never 
hotter. By the time she showed up at last July's Reggae Sumfest 
wearing a dress made of coins and laminated dollar bills, 
Macka Diamond's comeback was certified flawless. 

Although she's nursing a sore eye today-the result of a per- 
fume-spraying mishap-she tries to keep her vision crystal clear. 
On her debut album with Greensleeves, Macka enlists the skills of 

Sandy Star and Lady G, her 
sisters in the game, pushing 
a ladies-first agenda. "Being 
a woman in the business has 
a lot of stress," Macka 
reflects. "The business is so 
male-dominated, they tend 
to kick us out, but when a 
female really makes it in 
dancehall, she can be there 
forever." Yes, forever. 




HEAVY ROTATION 

STEPHEN MARIEY Got Music? 

(Tuff Gong/Universal) 

LEE PERRY I Am the UpsetteT 

box set (Trojan) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS Universal 

Message Vol. Three W) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS The Bunnv 

'Striker' Lee Story box set (Jet Star) 

DUB SYNDICATE Pure Thrillseekers 

(Shanachie) 
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"Reggae's always been my first love. I always 






need some banging music to get my mind right 
before work." E v E . star of U PN sitcom Eve, on 
RAW: THE BEST OF LADY SAW 
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A/B CONVERSATION 

Fly tracks or wack wax? Ask our critics, A/B. 
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>"1THING,"AMERIE 
(Columbia) 

A: All the songbirds are rocking 
to hard drums now: Ashanti, 
J.Lo. Mariah, and Amerie. 
B: This one's kinda hard, but 
delicate, too. 

A: Her sweet voice reminds me 

of something. 

B:That new J.Lo joint? 

A: No, there's more than one 

thing to love about Amerie. 

> "WAIT (THE WHISPER 
SONG)," YING YANG TWINS 

(TVT) 

A: Why are they whispering? 
B: Maybe they have sore 
throats from all that yelling 
they do. 

A: He can't wait till she sees 
his what!? 
B: Hisyang. 

A: Oh, so that's what the 
whispering is all about. 



> "AGAIN," FAITH EVANS 

(Capitol) 

A: Another sweet voice riding a 
bangin' drum. 

B: There's a hint of Lauryn Hill 

in the harmony. 

A: Maybe Lauryn should take 

the hint and come back 

already. 

B: Don't hold your breath. 
A: For now. we gotta have 
Faith. And that's all right. 

> "THE CORNER," COMMON, 
FEAT. THE LAST POETS 
(Geffen) 

A: I guess it took Kanye West's 
production to make Common 
get back to his Chi-boy roots. 
B: Yeah, I guess Common loves 
that girl again. 
A: What girl. Erykah Badu? 
B: Nah man, the girl I'm talkin' 
about is hip hop. 
A: Now that's love. 



HEAR THIS! 



"They are innovative and amazing. I love everything 
Snoop and Pharrell do together." HENRY SIMMONS, 
star of ABC's A/YPDB/ue, on snoop dogg'SR*G 
(RHYTHM &GANGSTA): THE MASTERPIECE 
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112 

PLEASURES PAIN 

Dir SOUL 



Former good guys skip the 
niceties and get tlieir freak on. 

The good news is that on ii2's 
fifth LP, Pleasured- Pain, the 
quartet still possesses the 
expressive, plaintive voices that 
made them as sweet as peaches and 
cream. The bad news is that their lat- 
est is a textbook example of every- 
thing that's wrongwith mainstream 
R&B. The fault, as always, is the 
material, which in this instance is 
often bereft of melody, structure, 
and originality ("If I Hit," for exam- 
ple, is an anemic copy of "Yeah!"). 
And the songs are little 
more than run-on sen- 
tences aimed squarely at 
catch-phrase choruses. 

As the title indicates, 
the album's theme touches 
on love's ups and downs, 
which translates to whining 




EXTRA- 
EXTRA! 



Each 
member of 

112 Is 
currently 
working on 
a solo 
album. 



and begging for sex and forgiveness 
(see the heartfelt, but monotonous 
"What If"). On the single "U 
Already Know" they sing, "Poppa 
come home to give you that raw / 
Your favorite position is from the 
back door," while the thumping "Let 
This Go" is deflated by lines like "We 
been through so much / Good and 
bad / Girl I did you wrong." 

Tearing out a page 
from the R. Kelly book of 
amour, 112 skips nuance 
for an icky graphicness, 
which comes across more 
like an instruction manual 
than an erotic guide to 
pleasure. Amy Linden 
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OUT THE BOX 



> BECK, CUERO (Interscope) The sometimes rockin', occasional- 
ly rappin', always funky Beck has reunited with Odelay producers 
the Dust Brothers and crafted Guero, essentially a sequel to his 
'96 sample-heavy opus. 

> BEN WATT, BUZZIN'FLY VOi. 2 (Astralwerks) Best known as 
half of the London-based duo Everything But the Girl, DJ Ben 
Watt redefines deep house by infusing seductive grooves with 
reflective lyricism. 



> BRAZILIAN GIRLS, BRAZILIAN GIRLS (Verve Forecast) 

This New York group (three guys, one girl, all non-Brazilian) 
effortlessly fuses German. French, 
Italian, Spanish, and English with 
electro, dub. pop. and dance 
grooves. Globetrotting never 
sounded so lucid. 



Brazillah 
Girls 



> M.I.A., ARUlAff (XL) The Sri 
Lankan dynamo from London show- 
cases her talent for the spoken word 
on her debut LP. a blend of Jamaican 
dancehall with punk attitude and a 
dash of political idealism. 




CHECK THE RESUME 

how they work the hits. 




One-Man Show 

JAZZE PHA brings music to our ears. 

It was a no-brainer that the thirtysomething Atlanta-based producer 
Jazze Pha, born Phalon Alexander, would eventually be among the 
heavy hitters in the music game. The son of James Alexander, bassist 
for Otis Redding's Bar-Kays, and R&B/gospel singer Deniece Williams, 
who has performed with A-listers such as Stevie Wonder and Patti 
LaBelle, Jazze realized music was his calling when he bought his first 
drum machine and began to rap over his original beats at the age of 14. 
in addition to artists like Clara, Aaliyah, Nelly, and T.I., who have all been 
blessed by his beat-making flair, Jazze has twisted the knobs for Mary J. 
Bilge, P. Diddy, Fantasia, and Ruben Studdard. With his own album set to 
drop later this year, ladies and gentlemen, stay tuned for another Jazze 
Phizzle productshizzle. Mariel Concepcidn 

>CIARA-"1,2STEP" 

Working with Clara is just magic. She's my musical soul mate. Missy 
wrote the record initially, and Clara changed the chorus. The sound 
and the energy were so her. I was, like. This is the next thing after 
"Goodies." I got some real ears for artists. I'm like a tailor. I could 
make a suit for you, and it's going to fit just right. Clara's going to be 
an icon. She can write, and she's got a glow about herself, inside and 
outside the studio. 

> T.I.-"LET'S GET AWAY" 

T.I. came to me and said, "I wanna do a record for the girls. I have a 
real solid album as far as the streets are concerned, and I have a 
couple of commercial records." I sat with him, and we came up with it 
right there. I like making songs for the girls. 



> ANGIE STONE, FEAT. SNOOP DOGG-"l WANNA THANK YA" ■[ ijy- 

She and I wrote the record together, and Snoop came on later. It was 
fun working with Angle. We let each other do our own thing. I came up 
with some of the grooves, and we agreed and disagreed, but eventually, 
we came up with the best product. 



> NELLY-"PRETTY TOES" (FEAT. T.I.) AND "NA-NANA-NA" 

A friend of mine, who created on the record as well, kind of sparked 
the idea of having some drums. He had an idea for the chorus line, 
and I kind of finished it off. "Pretty Toes" was one of my records. 
Nelly wasn't supposed to hear it, but I played it just to let him know 
what I was doing. He was like, "Yeah, I like this and that record, but 
what about this one?" I was like, Man that's my song! But I really 
wanted to get in business with Nelly and establish a relationship. - 



> AALIYAH-"COME OVER" AND "DON'T WORRY" 

Working with Aaliyah was just a beautiful experience. It wasn't like 
work, it was about getting together, having a vibe session, and just 
doing some good music. She's one of my favorite people that I've ever 
worked with. 

>LUDACRIS-"AREA CODES" f k 

Ludacris had come through the studio, and he wanted to go over some 
beats. He had this piece of paper, and he said, "Man, I got chicks in 
every one of these area codes! We need to make a song about it." I 
found the beat and got Nate oogg to sing the hook. It took me about i 
15 minutes, maybe less, to come up with that beat. , - r ' - ' 
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C-MURDER 

THE TRUEST**** I EVER 
SAID 

KOCH 

Being incarcerated hasn't 
stopped C-Murder from 
compiling a well-rounded 
album. His all-too-real version of 
"Locked Up," featuring Akon, has 
particular meaning, for obvious rea- 
sons, but it's not the only hidden 
gem. Tracks like the soulful "Did 
U Hold It Down" and the eerie 
"Y'all Heard of Me," featuring B.G., 
hearken back to the days of South- 
em gangsta rap with synthetic, catchy 
beats and shameless street parables. 

Though at times crude and 
unrefined, The TrHfs/ captures some 
of that Louisiana ghetto soundscape 
we know and love . Dan Frosch 



JUNIOR M.A.F.I.A. 

RIOTMUSIK 



on "Highest Title," where a mush- 
mouthed Klept clumsily rattles off 
verses composed of hip hop song 
titles. Overall, the M.A.F.I.A. has 
shown some improvement, but it'll 
take more than that to foment an 
uprising. Timmhotep Aku 



NIVEA 

COMPLICATED 



0® 



Junior M.A.F.LA.'s Lil' Cease, 
Banger, and Klept struggle to 
emerge from a Biggie-sized 
shadow on RiotMusik. The album's 
best cut, "Guap," features a rein- 
vigorated Cease pledging allegiance 
to cash money over a pimped-out 
guitar loop. Unfortunately, Cease 
strikes out on "Do da Damn Thing," 
and things take a turn for the worse 
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When Nivea sang "Don't 
Mess With My Man" in 
'02, she demanded 
respect. Naturally, on her sopho- 
more release, the aspiring R&B 
princess wants more of the same. But 
she falls back on the usual tricks of 
the trade: cameos by Lil Jon and the 
YoungBloodZ on "Okay"; a famil- 
iar sample on "I Can't Mess With 
You" (which borrows from Mary J. 
Blige's "Everything"); and a racier 
image. Although this shorty's 
soprano sounds older, raspier, and 
sexier, raunchy tracks like "Quickee" 
and "Gangsta Girl" (where R. Kelly 
re-enacts his tired flamenco bit), 
come up short. Angie Romero 
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HaaaantlThe VingYang 
Twins are back with a whole 
new host of sounds for their 
upcoming album, U.S.>». 
(United States of Atlanta). 
You'll find the Twins backed 
by production from Lil Jon, 
Three 6 Mafia, Timbaland, 
and Mannie Fresh and an 
appearance from Anthony 
Hamilton. On the Caribbean 
tip. Elephant Man is signal- 
ing the plane and gearing up 
for major touchdown in the 
States with his third major 
label album later this spring. David Banner, Redman, and Will 
Smith are all along for the ride. While Obie Trice is stirring things 
up with Eminem, the Alchemist, and 9th Wonder for his follow- 
up album, Juvenile is turning the heat up on his not-yet-titled 
return with appearances from Busta Rhymes. Ludacris, and Brian 
UcKnight. Meanwhile, street R&B dude Jaheim warms up his 
cords for his summer '05 release with Kay Gee, Beanie Sigel, and 
Nelly. Now for the sake of thugs and ladies everywhere, rappers 
(ahem. Snoop. Ja Rule, Nelly) can leave the R&B to a real singer. 





>PREFUSE73, SURROUNDED BY SILENCE 

(Warp) The broken beats from this avant-garde 
producer will make your synapses snap with 
their dreamy vocal samples and MC cameos, 
including Ghostface, GZA, and Aesop Rock. 

>4TH AVENUE JONES, STEREO: THE 
EVOLUTION OFHIPROCKSOUL (Lookallve) 

The rock outfit grinds roaring guitars, hip hop 
angst. and '80s sensibility into a mortar of songs 
that flip from moody and introspective to thrash- 
ing in a heartbeat. 

> PIGEON JOHN, PIGEON JOHN SINGS THE 

BLUES! (Basement) A former member of the 
underrated hip hop group L.A. Symphony, the 
rapper/singer makes his clever brand of geek 
hop revolve around innocent crushes, humorous 
vignettes, and melodic Instrumentals. 

> STACVE BR ANCHE, FOR THE MAN I LOVE (LOVe 

Sounds Music) Unafraid to open up about sexual 
fantasy, the R&B seductress asserts her dedication 
to her man over smooth grooves. Andrew Simon 



NowYouCan Own a New compyter 



If you are 1 8 or older, have a home phone and a personal checking account, 
you are GUARANTEED APPROVED to own a personal computer with 

payments you can afford. 

Everyone Qualifies! No Cash Needed Today! 

Your credit history makes no difference! Past or current bankruptcies, 
liens, judgments, collections, divorce, unpaid student loans, medical 
bills just don't matter. With Financing Alternatives, you're 
GUARANTEED APPROVED to own a new computer. 
Financing Alternatives sells tens of thousands of 
brand-new. brand-name, super-fast computers to people 
regardless of their credit history. Each is backed by a 
full wananty and service contract. Simply call 
Financing Alternatives today to own the brand-new, 
brand-name, super-fast cotnputer you need with 
payments you can afford. 

Call Monday-Saturday IOam-IOpihi est fl 

1-800-419-9762 



PCS4ALL.com 



Financing Allemalives. .S65 Cedar Road. Chesapeake. VA 2}}22 
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/vibe's 20 questions/ 



1. Now that 
he's totally 
outsold Justin 
Timberlake, can 
Usher lose that 
chip on his 
shoulder about 
the white boy? 

2. Whether or 
not he's done 
with it, isn't it 
time Mase 
figured out that 
hip hop is done 
with him? 

3. Is anyone else 
perplexed that 
Cam'Ron's Purple 
Haze has become 
the hipster album du jour? 

4. Since he's using Jay-Z lines in most of his 
beats nowadays, aren't we thinking Swizz 
Beatz may be outta ideas? 

5. Does Snoop Dogg have to spell his name 
in every song? 

6. With all the rap labels rumored to 
have been started with drug money, 
what is it about The Inc. that's so 
flagrant that it's the only one 
to be pinched by the feds? 

7. Hasn't Apple made tech- 
nology so much sexier? 

8. Isn't Houston's eye- 
gouging incident bizarre 
and sad? 

9. Why does every 

artist claim that their 
newest album is their 
best album? 

10. Aren't we excited to 
hear that dmx is in the 
studio working on a 
comeback? 
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11. Is Netflix to 
Blockbuster what 
DVDs are to VHS? 

12. Ice Cube is a 

good actor and 
all, but does 
anyone really 
believe him play- 
ing gangsta in 
the Lil Jon video 
"Roll Call"? 

13. Seriously, 
s Detox coming out 
this year? 

14. Isn't it weird that 
50 Cent, J.Lo, and 
Snoop Dogg all have 
similar fur coats? 

15. Speaking of fur, 
does a coat made for 

U ^ ^BT^ii 3 Suy as big as Fat 
mmk W Joe constitute a chin- 

r ' chilla holocaust? 

^ 16. Doesn't Lil' Kim look great in the Trick 
Daddy video "Sugar (Gimme Some)"? 
17. Will the lucky lady who married 
Lil Jon ever get him to put down 
his pimp cup? 
18. With all that NBA money, 
couldn't Carmelo Anthony 
have shelled out more to 
make LaLa's 9-carat 
engagement ring an 
even 10? 

19. Did DJ Premier retire 
and forget to mention it 
to the fans? 

20. Did you pay your 
taxes? 
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>THE DETAILS 




TEE TIME 

If YOU want to cop a custom 
T-shirt like this one go to 
www.slumpville73.com or 
see "Win at w6e.com" on 
page 26 to find out how to 
get one for free. 



VBODY: "BEAUTY IN A BOTTLE" AND "CRYSTAL CLEAR" 

PAGE 76: The following are available at most drugstores, except 
where indicated. Lancome Absolue Makeup, $55 
{lancome.com); Aveeno Positively Radiant Daily Moisturizer, 
$15; Neutrogena Healthy Skin Visibly Even Daily SPF 15 Mois- 
turizer, $13; Cllnique Superdefense Triple Action Moisturizer 
with SPF 25, $40 {clinique.com): Sothys Paris Nutrithys Cream, 
$39 {essentialdayspa.com); Clean & Clear Morning Glow Mois- 
turizer, $6; Kinerase cream with SPF 15, $65 {kinerase.com); 

L'Or^al Paris ReFinish Micro- 
Dermabrasion Kit, $24; Neutro- 
gena Advanced Solutions Facial 
Peel, $26; Avon Anew Clinical 
Micro-Exfoliant, $20 {avon.com). 

GEAR: "BUSTIN' CAPS" AND 
"THEY'RE SPINNIN'!" 
PAGE 78: Black Wool 574 59Fifty 
hat, $30, by New Balance {new- 
balanceheadwear.com); white 
and blue "All Over" 59Fifty, $40, 
by New Era {neweracap.com); 
camouflage baseball cap, $25, 
by Stiissy, available at Division 
East Board Sports, Montclair, 
N.J. (973-509-0083); "Burst" hat. $20, by Lakai {lakai.com); 
blue baseball cap, $42. by Y-3 {www.adidas.com/y-3); "Pen- 
nant" hat. $34, by DC Shoes Inc. {dcshoes.com); "Cranium 
Mania" hat, $20, by Vans (vans.com); orange seersucker 
59Fifty hat, $35, by New Era {neweracap.com); red and white 
"Trago hat," $49, by Energie, N.Y.C. (212-334-9772). Math- 
matlks Turntable Type6 ring, $15,000 {mathmatiks.com). 

FASHION: "MOROCCAN OASIS" 
PAGE 126: Tiger-print puffed gown, $12,835, by Roberto 
Cavalli {robertocavalli.com); gold peep-toe pumps, $895, by 
Gucci {gucci.com). 

PAGE 127: Black silk organza blouse, $3,834, by YSL 
{ysl.com). 

PAGE 128: Cotton jersey halter top, $245, by Helmut Lang 

{helmutlang.com); green dress, $341, by Bless, available at 
Colette boutique, Paris, France (+ Oil 33 1 55 35 33 90); 
Miranda pants. $9,670, by Christian Dior, N.Y.C. (212-931- 
2950); ivory silver ring by Paco Rabanne, available upon 
request. 

PAGE 129: Black-and-white striped trench, $2,300, by 
Burberry Prorsum; Primavera white and yellow dress, 
$920, by Jil Sander, N.Y.C. (212-838-6100); satin head scarf, 
$435, by special order, by John Galliano (212-965-5680); 
tangerine U-Bag, $440, by WEK1933 {alekwekl933.com); 
thong sandals, $28, by Sanul( {zappos.com). 
PAGES 130-131: Black-and-white bolero jacket, $800, by 
Courr^ges, available at Keni valenti {kenivalenti.com); green 
cashmere pink flamingo pullover, $1,110, by special order, by 
John Galliano (212-965-5680); green camouflage cargo 
shorts, $2,040, by AlexanderMcQueen, N.Y.C. (212-645-1797); 



belt, $190, by Helmut Lang {helmuttang.com); multicolored 
sneakers, $132, by Eiey Kishimoto, available at Maria Luisa 
Mixte. Paris, France (+ Oil 33 1 42 96 47 81). 
PAGE 132: Patterned top. $490, by Christian Wijnants, 
available at Maria Luisa Mixte, Paris, France (+ Oil 33 1 42 96 
47 81); paisley pants, $517, by Bernhard Wiiiheim, available 
at Seven New York {sevennewyork.com); navy beret with 
tassel, $300, by YSL, available at Keni Valenti 
{kenivalenti.com); brown and yellow leather pumps with flaps, 
$715, by Alexander McQueen, N.Y.C. (212-645-1797). 
PAGE 133: Olive green knit V-neck sweater with ethnic 
embroidery, $464, by Philosophy di Alberta Ferretti 
{albertaferretti.com); tan and cream seersucker trousers, 
$89. by CITY DKNY, available at Macy's {macys.com); fedora, 
$289, by Philip Treacy {www.philiptreacy.co.uk); woven 
leather belt, $182, by Miu Miu (888-977-1900). 
PAGE 134: Saffron tie-dye linen top, $88, by AIX Armani 
Exchange {armaniexchange.com); gray knit sweater, $530, by 
Christian Wijnants, available at Maria Luisa Mixte, Paris, 
France (+ Oil 33 1 42 96 47 81); Striped linen pants, $358, by 
Marjan Pejoski, available at Eva on Mulberry, N.Y.C. (212- 
925-3208); sunglasses, $300, by YSL, available at Keni Valenti 
{kenivalenti.com); heart-shaped earrings, $50, Earrings by 
Cody {earringsbycody.com); yellow leather loafers, $420, by 
A. Testoni, N.YC. (212-223-0909). 
PAGE 135: Encens tunic, $6,845, by Christian Dior (212-931- 
2950); ruffle skirt, $480, by Dries Van Noten, available at 
Barneys New York {www.barneys.com); printed cap, $85, by 
WLVZ, available at Norn De Guerre (212-253-2891); nude and 
blue long socks, $46, by Eiey Kishimoto, available at Maria 
Luisa Mixte, Paris, France (+ Oil 33 1 42 96 47 81); blue glitter 
oxfords, $475, by Jean-Michel Cazabat, available at 
Bergdorf Goodman (888-774-2424). 

VSTYLE: AZZURE AND BURBERRY 

PAGE 136: W/omen's "UK Tank." $54; men's "Pelota Knit," 

$48; "New Beginning" jeans, $80; and "Ginga Set" hoodie, 

$150, all by Azzur^ {azzuredenim.com). 

Page 137: Bright blue washed cotton trench coat, $995, 

and wrinkled-silk Lurex tiered tea dress, $1,560. both by 

Burberry Prorsum, available at select Burberry stores 

{burberry.com); Bluebell leather zip-up tote, $695; saffron. 

chalk, and magenta blocked straw hats, $135 each; putty and 

dark lilac large suede shoulder bag, $895, all by Burberry 

London, available at select Burberry stores {burberry.com). 



VIBE* magazine (ISSN 1070-4701) is published monthly by VIBE/SPIN Ventures. 215 
Lexington Avenue. New Yorl(. N.v. 10016. Periodicals postage paid at New York. N.Y.. 
and additional mailingoffices. Postmaster: Send address changes to VIBE mag- 
azine, Box 59S80, Boulder, C080328-958a Regular subscription rate is $11.95 
per year. Foreign subscription rates are: Canada $30.00; all other countries $50.00 
payable in advance in U.S. funds. GSTs R125 160309. Vol. 13. No. 6 Copyright 0 2005 
VIBE/SPIN Ventures. All rights reserved. No part of this magazine may be copied or 
reproduced without permission from VIBE. Subscription requests, address changes, 
and adjustments should be directed to VIBE. Box 59580. Boulder. CO 80322-9580. 
or call 800-477-3974. Please print name and address clearly viBE cannot be 
responsible for unsolicited materials. VIBE isa trademark of ViBE/SPiN ventures. 
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CHOOSE ANV WALLPAPER, RINGTONE, OR GAME I J 



CHOOSE ANV WALLPAPER, RINGTONE, OR GAME 
FROM THIS PAGE FOR FREE RIGHT NOW!!! ITS 
EASV, JUST TEXT THE WORDS VB PICK TO 25000. 

PERSONALIZED WALLPAPERS 




V63886 



VB1019 



VB2232 



TOP RINGTONES /WALLPAPERS 



VB59409 


Beyome 


Dangerously In Love 2 


VB59715 


Uo/d Banks 

T.I. 


Kormo 


VB59682 


Bring Em Out 


VB59712 


Fantasia 


BobyMomo 


VB6S047 


Jennifer Lopez Feat. Fat Joe Hold You Down 


VB59716 


Mariah Corey 


Ifs like Tint 


VBS9713 


Jennifer bpez 


Get Right 


VB59474 


Ciora 


I2step 


VB51394 


KoyneWest 


All Falls Down 


VB65046 


Nelly 


N&l4ch^o^A 


VB59408 


Snoop Doggy Dog 


Drop It Like its Hot 


V865024 


Trick Doddy 


Sugar gimme some 


VB59717 


Jill Scott 


Whotever 


VB59683 


■ JodaKiss ft Moriah Corey U Moke Me Wanna 


VB65016 


Snoop Dogg 


Let's Get Bkwm 


VB59684 


■Alicia Keys 


Komio 




HOTWALLPAPERS 
:1 



VB0578 VS0172 
V62158 VB0861 VB3887 




JAVA GAMES 
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VB329 VB120 




VB588 



Compatibility Chart 



1, Nokia»Sony»Samsung»Siemens Motorola 



t Willi a color dot, I.e. RED. It compatible wtlh SOME models of \ 
he coirespondtng make. i.e. Nohia. Vou will still need to 
dlttylnppo.com to ensure it It compatible witfi your model," 




Get a custom wallpaper with your name on 
it by sending code to 25000. 
ex:VBB'UNI0UE3088to 25000 

FUN WALLPAPERS 




VS4430 




VB4424 



VB4429 



VB3019 



JAZZ,FUNK& REGGAE 



VBS0831 - Ray Charles 
VBS9739- Roy Charles 


In The Heat Of The Night 
Over The Rainbow 


VB59733- Roy Charles 
VB59737-RayCharies 


Ruby 
Say No More 


VB59736-RayCharies 
VB59735-RayCharies 
VB59738-RoyChorles 
VB59734-RoyChorles 


Seven Spaish Angels 
Take These Choins Fromo My Heart 
The Pages On The Mind 
Undecied 


VB595S2BeenieMan 
VB595SS-BujuBanton 


Bossmon 
Champion (Remix) 



WALLPAPERS 




VB3015 



VB3023 



V60854 



lo: 25000 






PICK 











DIRTV HIPPO 

25000 



HIP HOP 



VB59460 
VB65000 
VB59703 
VB59692 
VB65006 
VB59407 
VB59691 
VB50636 
VB59405 
VB52290 
VB59547 
VB597S7- 
VB65017 
VB59464 
VB59694- 
VB59669 
VB65032 
VB59541 
VB59685 

VB59543 
VB59411 
V85972I 
VB59726 
VB52214 
VB59413 
VB5946I 
VB59504 
VB59549 
V665001 
VB65009 
VBS9485 
VB59502 
VBS9548 
V865003 
VB50058 
VBS9420 
V850271 
VB50056 



- Fobolous 
-CIARA 

- Angie Martinez 
-Missy Elliot 
-CHINGY 

- Ludocris 

- Snoop dog 
-Nos 

Chingy 



Young'n Hollo Bock 
NEXT TO YOU 
New York New York 
Get Your Freak On 
LEAVE WIT ME 
Get the f"" bock 
Beautiful 
I Con 
Bollo Baby 



- Nelly ft. Christina Aqu..Tilt Yo Head Bock 



Big Pun 
Cypress Hill 
' Snoop Dogg 
Mose 

Notorious B.I.G 
Trick Doddy 
Nelly 



Still NotAPloyer 
Hits From the Bong 
Signs 
Keep it on 
One More Chance 
Thug Matrimony 
N DeySoy 



UlJon&Eoslskleboyz I Don't give oF**k 
Young Budc Shorty Wonno Ride 

R&B 

112 All Of My Love 

Usher And Alicia Keys My Boo 



AlicioKeys 
Anita Baker 
Morio Winans 
Usher 

Jaged Edge 



A Woman's Worth 
Body And Soul 
Never Reolly Wos 
U moke me wanna 
Let's get married 



R. Kelly STEP IN THE NAME OF LOVE 
■ Boys II Men On Bended knee 
-R. KELLY &JAY-Z PRETTY GIRLS 

- Alicia Keys Impossible 

- Ruben Studdord How can you mend ... 
-Joe STUTTER 

- Boys II Men Its so hard to soy goodbye 
-R.KELiY&JAY-Z FEEUN' YOU IN STEREO 
-Jennifer Lopez Jenny From The Bk)ck 
-Aaliyah Try Again 
-AlkiaKeys Fallin 
-Jennifer Lopez Love Don't Cost A Thing 
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Pick out your free ringtone 
orwallpaperand send 
code to 
Eg: VBOOOS for Ush«r Wallpaper 
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DirlyHippo PICK Service, BABE Service. RAP SERVICE, Rmglones, Vi'allpapers.and Personalized Wallpapers are available to AfSnWreless, Cingular. and T-Mobile customers only Java Games are available lo ATST and 
Cingular customers only Polyphonic Ringtones, Vl/allpapers, Personalized Wallpapers, and Java Games work on compatible phones only. If you're not sure that your phone is supported please visit www.dittytiippo,com, 
Internet enabled handset required You must be at least 13 years of age and have your parents and/'or bill payer'spenntssicn. All charges will appear on your operator phone bill DirlyHippo PICK, BABE, and RAP 
service is charged at St .99 per week with a minimum of four weeks. Personalized Wallpapers are charged at $3.98 per download. Get t Free oRer is available to PICK, BABE, and RAP subschbers only Non-Subscnption 
downloads are charged at S3.98 per download Inslnjcdons to discontnue services will be sent with your order. Artist names for identification only.Please visit wv«w,dirtytiippo,com for additional products and services. 
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Institute of Audio Research 

800.544.2501 audioschool.com 



64 Un.versity Place. NYC 10003 '"."'I'' "'I""""'"' ""l" 
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Desiyn & Oev^lopfnent 


1 ■ ■ ordinn Art 






► Show Production & Touring 



HIP HOP JAZZ R&B ROCK ALTERNATIVE COUNTRY :; GOSPEL MANY MORE! 




Here & a lew ot the unlimited POPULAR stations you can get 
Radio Play on: 



URBAN ROCK ALTERNATIVE COUNTRY GOSPEL 

Hot 97 98.5 Fox New Rock 103.9 Kash 107.5 Heaven 600 

Wild9-i.5 104.7 Edge The River 105.7 WJOR 101.5 The Light 1280 

Magic 98.3 103 GBF Planet Radio 93.3 New Country 106.7 WACT U20 

We research ALL THE WAYS to get you radio play SO YOU DON T HAVE TO! 
Get college radio play on 937 COLLEGES & GROWING! 

Want your own TV SHOW? Pronnole yoursell with your own MUSIC CHANNEL! 
Also need beats? Call 800.656.U21x7 for BLACK LIGHT ET! 



Does your iinaguiation work overtime? 
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You belong here. 



study what you love. Hands-on, real-world environments. 
Personalized attention. Experienced faculty. 

Degree and non-degree programs available in: 
Media Arts I Design I Fashion I Culinary Arts 

i^The Art Institutes" 

America's Leader in Creative Education 

Corpofate Office: 210 Sixtti Avenue. Pittsburgh, PA 15222-2603 

31 locations ttuouglwut North America 

Apply online and discover more about us and our students' wort<i 

Visit www.artinstitutes.edu/vb 
Call us at 1.800.592.0700 

Want to learn online and in the classroom? 
Explore our Plus program that lets you do both. 
Not all programs offered at all locations. 

Sludent artworV from left to nght Shiew Yen Loh, Media Arts & Ammatwn, Tlie Art Institute of California — 
San Francisco Anderson Martinez, Industrial Design, The Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale. Melissa R. 
Blckerstiitt, F.ishwfi Design, The Art Institute of California — San Francisco Joy Sistrunk, Culinary Arts. 
The Art Institute of PNIadelphia. 02004 by The Art Institutes International. Inc,® 11111 1204 
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IPfO: t5()[).ri5rv1i21 :: design: lasoncasperlSShotmail.com 




Classifieds IVIAY 2005 



PSYCHIC 



Authentic Psychics 
Readings by phone 

SYCHICXOClRCL" 

1.866.338.7561 

T-sy.-HiC^OURCl COwV 



ENTERTAINMENT 



Text Message ■ UVE SINGLES 
with your CELL PMONE! 
|» . ^ Here's How It Works... 
1^' ^ 1) TEXT the word TALK 
I^Wi^ 2) Then SEND to 36989 



wiw TEXT CHAT SINGLES COM 

* VIEW VIDEO PROFILES OF SINGLES ONLINE * 



FREE PARTY LINE 

1-775-533-8232 
Reg, call to Nevada. 18+ 



MOBILE CHAT meet ladies. Text GIRL to 
24266 on your cell phone. 18-t- 
stop write stop www.24286.com 

99c/mes.rec. 



•Meet Hot Singles for FREE' 
1-206-600-9000 
BI/GAY 1-206-600-8888 l/d rates 



PHAT CHAT-INSTANT ACCESS 

1-206-600-3333 
NO 900/NO CC ALL LIVE TALK 
l/d rates may apply 



lOT VIMS CIRtSI ll¥E MN-I 

1-702-216-3500 Only .66 - $1/mln 
1-900-950-0950 ext. 311 $3.50/min. 18+ 



HOOK UP FREE! ALL LIVE and LOCAL! 
1-413-561-4040 
BIcurious? 1-617-329-GUYS 18* 



Call for your 
Local Number 

f I -800-700-6666 

Use FREE Trial Code 1334 
RedHotDateline.com 



1-S00-¥mj>-271 tSc/fUn. 1-900-2SS-1212 

S4 'MCuni, S:>4'J/niii, Wi 





DANCERS DVD 

Get the "99 Dancers DVD " 
Yotj'll see 99 of the Finest 
Black & Hispanic Exotic 
Dancers fiom the NYC Area! 
You've seen Ihem in Music 
Videos & TV Talk Shows. To 
Order: Mail Check or Money Order for 
$13.95 to: U VP . Dept VB5. P.O. Box 
110620. Jamaica, NY 11411. DiscreeBv sent 
t)y 1st Class Mail, 10-14 day delivery Call lor 
free 8 page Catalog, Must be 18+ to order 
Ord»rLine 1-877-843-3630 TST 



www bl.-ickDxoticdancers.com 



FUN STUFF 



MAKE YOUR OWN 6KKER6 

100 STICKERS FOR $25* 




6TlCkERJUNklE.COM 

PEllVEREP TO VOUR POOR IN 2-<4 WEEKS 
*I000 6TICKEK5 FOR $145 



EDUCATION 



Finish High School at Home! 



J^WantaSterJoT^IS 

Get a real diploma from an approved ' 
I school FREE BROCHURE | 

I Call toll-free 1 (800)658-1180 I 

Fini ro»l <Ciiilrni>. Dfni. M. JiiLion\illi. Fl. JIZU 




Get a Diploma • Get a Betterjj6b!l 



ADVERTISE IN THE VIBE CLASSIFIEDS!! 
Call 212-448-7470 for more Information. 



RECORD DEALS 



R&B/ Hip-hop/ Jazz/ Blue/ Soul singers 
who songwrite and play an instrument(8) 
wanted for label project. Influences: Alicia 
Keys, Norah Jones, Lauryn Hill, Prince, 
Marvin Gaye. etc. Please send demos/ 
photos/personal Info and contact details 
to Sonia Khanna Demos. PO Box 265, 
Northwood. Middlesex, HA6 9A0, England, 
(please ensure demos are fully pre-paid 
for international postage). 



LOOKING FOR A 
RECORD DEAL? 

Getting signed is very hard to do. 
But we will get the record deal you 

are looking for. 
GUARAMTEED Call now for 

SERVICE FREE info 

I I M I i wi 1 800-499-6395 
I r K '! ' I www.talent2k.com 



PSYCHIC 




LOVE PSYCHICS iv 
1-800-234-6424 

OS low OS $2-79/min 



mm KiNOSTON r 

AMERICA'S TOP PSYCHIC 
1-800-310-2172 

OS low a% S2.79/min 
www.kennykingstQn.com nui i -i 



Hosted the Psychk Friends 
Atefwork' Kith Dionne Warwick' 

1-800-497-6457 

as low as $2.79/min 



INJ'lilllUllif 



tvi America's Most Acturote Psydik 

1-800-435-6250 



as low as $2.79/mln 



li yeur lovw c l waling on youT 

[SISTER LOVE 

hos the answarl 

^■=1-800-746-1620 

OS low OS $2.79/min 

rmqumtt 0Kt. 1 155 

www.celebrltypsychlc.com 




LIVE PSYCHIC READINGS 
Answsrs revealed to all your many questions. 

1-e00-S95-7184 
S3.99/mln. 18+ 
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I KKK DAILY 
HOROSCOPES! 



fHH HOKOSlOITS 

ALWAYS FREE! 



1 -800-859-S000 

UseCode S244 



Love? Career? Happiness? 
Call Psychic Source now. Live advisors, 
authentic readings 24/7, 
New member offer: 
10 minutes for S10. 
1-866-807-5384 
wvw.psvchicsource com Ent. only 18+ 



LIVE PSYCHIC READINGS 
24 Hours A Day! 
1-800-557-5432 18+ 



ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCT OR SERVICE IN 
THE VIBE CLASSIFIEDS IN 200511 
Call 212-448-7470 for more Information. 



RECORD DEALS 



MO BETTER RECORDS; Music Agency 
Helping Talent With Music Careers!! 

Contact Mo Better 720.366.9260 
Online www.mobetterrecords.com 




S k 



Him TO 

Clean 

Guar 

Smooth 
SoniN 



loll fnr: 88B.787 4)144 
M M w . klii n I iifh tproduc ti .( n 




Save on Ethnic Hair & Skin Care 

30-*- black soaps, shea butter, 
scented oils, lotions, bath bombs 
www.afrikanrepublic.com 



DOOKS/PHOTOS 



CELEBRITY PHOTOS FOR SALEI 
Name favorites. Sen SASE to: 
PHOTOWORLO - VIBE 
4045 S. Buffalo Dr. Suite Aiai-112 
Las Vegas. NV 89147 



SEXY EXOTIC WOMEN (4x6) COLOR PHOTOS 
G-Strlng&/ Lingerie/ Panty shots & mora. 
WHITE/BLACK & LATINO'S 
FREE COLOR CATALOG Send S2.00 to cover 
P&H to: HOT GIRLZ, INC POB 3513E9DV 
Detroit. Ml 48235 Fax: (313) 387-0909 



Irreslstable Photos! Sexy pics for men & 
women! S3. 00 - Info. S5.00 - Catalog. 
S10 ' Catalog w/8x10 To: 
Nubian Princess Ent. 
POB 110VB BrooKlyn. NY 11221 
www.wrttesomeonelnprlson.com 
www.bookabeauty.com 



SEXIEST OIRLS IN THE VVORU) 
Qorgsous color photos (4x6) (8x10) 
U tried the resL we're the besti 
t Frae catak>s Send SASE or (3.00 for PIM: 
' FANTASY BABES 

k . . PO Bat »443» OetroW. Ml 4«2M ^ , 



AFRICAN AMERICAN BOOKS 
For a free catalog write 
Brother Books 
PO Box 3045. Farmingdale NY 11735 
We ship to correctional facilities. 



HOMES 



HOMES FROM S10.000I 
Foreclosures. HUD's etc. 

1-3 BR. For Listings 
1-800-749-8124 ext R092 



CARS 



$500! Police Impounds 
Cars from S500! 
For Listings 800-749-8116 ext. V506 



ADDIO/VISDAL 



SIC! TV s. Computers, Etc! 
Police Seized! From S10! 
For Info. 800-749-8128 exL M966 



FINANCIAL 



CREOrr CARDS. LOANS. 
BILLS OVERDUE? 1-800-591-8072 
Bad Credit's No Problem! Apps to S50.000. 
Licensed/Bonded Debt Management Since 1977 



BAD CREDIT? With this secret you'll laugh 
at your bad credit! Free recorded message: 
1-801-323-7800 (x 210), 
www.Credit-Secrels-Biblecom 



COMPUTERS 



A NEW COMPUTER ■ BUT NO CASH? 

'You're approved - NO Credit Check - 
Bad Credit Okay - 'Checking Acct Req'd • 

800-420-1714 
www.pcs4all.com 



iterial 



> PROPS 



FOR THE RECORD: 

T. La Rock and Jazzy 
Jay's 1984 single "It's 
Yours" got Def Jam's 
wheels spinning. 





Def Jam 

The label that set hip hop's tone. 



T 



I he rap biz without Def Jam Record- 
ings is like com flakes without milk— it just 
wouldn't be the same. The dorm-room dream 
of hirsute NYU rocker Rick Rubin and motormouthed 
promoter Russell "Rush" Simmons, Def Jam officially 
launched in 1984 with the release of T. La Rock and Jazzy Jay's 
12-inch "It's Yours," a bass-bloated record that established the com- 
pany's revolutionary tone loud and clear. The Sugar Hill competi- 
tion was Candy Land compared to Defjam's lean, brash sound. 

When LL Cool J bragged, "I'm cold gettin' paid cuz Rick said so," 
on his 1985 hit "I Can't Live Without My Radio," the message boomed 
from your box; Def Jam was all about making music that made dol- 
lars and cents. And the label's branding was powerfiil (after all, employ- 
ees referred to Defjam's imprint as "The Logo" for a reason). From 
LL, the Beastie Boys, and Public Enemy to DMX, Ja Rule, and Jay-Z, 
Def Jam showed how to package rap for mainstream consumption. 

Rubin and Simmons were able to sell themselves as well as their 
tunes. Especially Simmons, who could talk his way into everything, 
even the recording booth, as he did on the 1985 B-side to Jazzy Jay's 




"Defjam," appropriately titled "Cold Chillin' 
in the Spot." Here, the Defjam mogul's MO was 
committed to wax. "We ain't gotta hire nobody to say 
nothin', and we keep all the money!" spits Simmons, as if 
holding a business meeting on record. 
Ultimately, Defjam made business acumen as cool as rap 
itself, a means to the bottom-line end, setting the template for moguls 
like Uptown's Andre Harrell, Bad Boy's P. Diddy, and Roc-A-Fella's 

DEF JAM MADE BUSINESS ACUMEN 
AS COOL AS RAP ITSELF, A MEANS 
TO THE BOTTOM-LINE END. 

Damon Dash. Simmons and partners cashed out for a reported $130 
million, selling the label to Universal Music Group in 1999. 

Jay-Z's recent assumption of the Defjam mantle represents a new 
era of possibility: the rap icon capitalizing on the business end of his 
microphone (he's a hustler, baby, after all). Just don't expect him to 
take up yoga. At least, not yet. Dave Thompkins 
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RIDE MATTERS. 



BUCKLE UP 



Financing your drive. 



THE 2005 DODGE DURANGO. Big size. Smooth ride. HEMI'" power. And 
starting at $27,630.* With the available muscle of a 335 hp HEM! under 
the hood and more room inside, the Durango is a ride with pride and a big 
dose of style. Visit dodgp.rom or call 800 AAD0DGF. 
* MSRP excludes tax. $39,825 as shown. 

For more information about Chrysler Financial, ask your local dealer. 



